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If  flattery and sycophancy were

part of the athletic events in the
Olympic Games, our revered Human
Resource Development Minister
Shri Arjun Singh would have struck
the gold medal hands down, with his
runners-up much, much behind him.
He is an ace runner in the game of
flattery and sycophancy for the past
over quarter of a century. He is the
one who, while being in PV
Narasimharao Cabinet, was the
frequent knockers at the 10 Janpath
pleading the madam to take over the
reigns of party and government to
save the country. Now he sees his
own future not in the hands of Soniaji
but on the mercy of the person in
whom our Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh sees “the future
of the country”.

It is true that Shri Arjun Singh
cannot publicly say that Dr.
Manmohan Singh is a failed Prime
Minister because before saying so
he must quit the Government if he
has the slightest respect for ethics.
It also reflects on Shri Arjun Singh
himself because as per the principle
of collective responsibility of the
Government, Shri Singh is as much
a “failure” and responsible as is Dr.
Manmohan Singh. But his very
saying that the next election to
Parliament will be held with the
dynasty heir apparent Shri Rahul
Gandhi as the Congress Party’s
prime ministerial candidate amounts
to saying in so many words that
Congress repents having made Dr.

Manmohan Singh as PM and
projecting him during the next
election would be a liability.

Shri Arjun Singh’s words
sparked off a rat race among
flatterers who did not want to be left
behind. Shri Pranab Mukherjee and
others joined the chorus echoing the
same sentiments. The likes of Arjun
Singh and Pranab Mukherjee had no
time to ponder over the ever
increasing prices squeezing the
blood of the aam aadmi everyday,
but they were much more worried
about crowning the heir apparent.

That what Arjun-Pranab said
was only pleasing to the ears of the
powers-that-be in the Congress is
evident from the fact that instead of
censuring these people or
demanding their resignation from
the Cabinet, for public consumption
Congress spokespersons came out
just condemning “sycophancy”
without referring to individuals who
indulged in this ‘crime’. It just
amounted to denouncing the crime
and, at the same time, cling the
criminal to heart. The same is true
about Shri Rahul Gandhi himself
who too prefers to indulge in
gimmicks and dramatis visiting and
staying in the houses of so-called
dalits without worrying to do
anything to bring down prices that
are eating into the vitals of those
whom he professes to serve. What
an irony that it was this very
Congress that befooled the people
on the slogan of gharibi hatao and
now for propaganda purposes the

8 "Avoid flatterers, for they are thieves in disguise." --William Penn

Target is Manmohan
Rahul is the tool
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heir apparent is sharing food with
those who can hardly afford two
meals a day because of rising prices

Dr. Manmohan Singh finds
himself in the worst predicament. He
knows that he is the Prime Minister
not by merit but by the favour of the
Madam. Therefore, he surrendered
the authority of the office of the
Prime Minister to the superior
authority of 10 Janpath. He is left
with no option but to turn a “Mauni
Baba” like his mentor late P. V.
Narasimharao who initiated him into
his Cabinet to work as Finance
Minister.

Shri Rahul Gandhi too is moving
on the assumption that elections will
be fought under his leadership. It is
not sure whether he is touring
Bundelkhand to meet people or visit
his astrologer. How ironical that
person who is as yet just a two-
speech wonder in four years in
Parliament and who has yet to make
his mark in Indian polity is dreaming
to lead the government! People and
Congress have seen what miracles
his leadership could work for the
Party in UP, Gujarat and Himachal.

Congress score went down in all
the States and it lost power in
Himachal. He has been to
Karnataka and what marvels his
personality works for Congress will
be known in the last week of May.

With gimmicks one could not
be a Mahatma Gandhi by just
copying him. If one could, there
would have been hundreds of
Mahatma Gandhis in the country
today. People too are intelligent
and understanding. They can very
well see through this game of
visiting dalit houses and staying
there just stage-managed with an
eye on the Parliament elections
about a year from now. It is rightly
said that one can inherit good
looks, but the traits of experience,
competence, intelligence and
farsightedness have to be earned
through perseverance. Everybody
in the country knows that Shri
Rahul Gandhi is a general secretary
nominated by the mother. The
situation has come to such a pass
that people now see Congress as
an organization in which the
mother is the president, the son is

the general secretary and all others
are just courtiers.

During the past sixty years India
has matured into an effective and
strong democracy. It has the strength
to kick out an immature and
incompetent anti-people leadership
any time. It has set an example for
many countries of the world. It
smashed the ego of the greatest and
the strongest of leaders and Mrs.
Indira Gandhi is one such example
People made her and her coterie taste
the humiliating defeat in 1977
elections when she became the only
Prime Minister in the country to lose
her seat in Parliament while in office.
That is the power and strength of
Indian people and democracy.

The rising prices are making
many poor people to go to bed
without food. The life and property
of the law-abiding citizens is not safe.
The demon of communalism is raising
its head so high that it is threatening
the country with the prospect of
another partition. These are just a few
of the problems that should make the
Congress leadership lose its sleep.
But it continues to be oblivious of
this great duty towards the nation and
the aam aadmi. It is just straining all
its nerve only to hasten the heir to
wear the Congress crown. These are
the things that have made the
Congress go down in the eyes of the
people.

The Congress which once ruled
over the hearts of the people, the
Party which once had a majority of
405 in the 542-member Parliament and
had sway in all the States of the
country, has to beg for votes and
stage the gimmicks of staying in the
dalit huts.

These tricks carry no weight with
the people. The Congress is drifting.
The drift continues. And no wonder
if tomorrow the Party is reduced to be
a two-person Mother-Son party.    n

Courtesy : Mail Today
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B haratiya Janata Party
General Secretary and in-
charge of Karnataka BJP

affairs, Shri Arun Jaitley has claimed
that the party had scored a distinct
political and electoral advantage of
at least 15 days over other parties
by quickly announcing its nominees
for 185 Assembly constituencies in
the State. After inaugurating the
party's new election office at
Malleswaram Shri Jaitley addressing
party leaders said: "The BJP
candidates are already in the field
while the Congress ticket aspirants
and leaders are still squabbling in
Delhi for ticket."

He said the BJP had cleared the
names of candidates for 80 per cent
of the total 224 Assembly
constituencies in the State while the
Congress was still unable to decide
the candidates or its chief ministerial
nominee.  Pointing out that the BJP
had already projected the former
Chief Minister Shri B.S.
Yeddyurappa as its chief ministerial
candidate, he said the Congress was
not clear on the issue.

Shri Jaitley said the
unprecedented price rise, inflation,
mismanagement of food sector and
increase in terrorist activities had
affected the life of the common man.
Therefore, for the Congress, the
present situation when inflation had
reached the double digit was the
worst environment for holding the
polls, he added. Referring to the
problems in urban areas, Shri Jaitley
said Karnataka and Bangalore had
become examples for severe urban
crisis. He alleged that the Janata Dal
(Secular) was "opportunistic" and
was hoping for the emergence of a
hung Assembly to play its cards.
"But the JD (S) cannot fool
everybody all the time," he said.

He said a fractured verdict was
detrimental to the development of
the State. "The more some political
parties hope for a hung Assembly,
the greater will be the determination
among people to give a decisive
verdict." Only a single party

BJP way ahead of others in Karnataka
poll campaign : Arun Jaitley

From Our Correspondent

government can put Karnataka back
on the path of development, he said.

He demanded that the HAL
airport in Bangalore should continue
to operate even after the
commencement of operations at the
international airport at Devanahalli. nnnnn

What is the electoral scene in
the state at present?

B.S.Y: The political atmosphere
in the state is highly favourable to
BJP after the untimely withdrawal of
support by JD(S) to our
government. The two good budgets
presented by BJP in the coalition
government are the biggest assets
for us. People always remember the
waiver of loan and various other
measures introduced in our budget.
The betrayal by JD(S) and the
outside support given by Congress
for the betrayal also puts BJP in a
good shape.

What are the areas that BJP
needs to pay special attention to?

B.S.Y:  In the caste wise
breakup BJP has to concentrate
in the area where backward class
and minorities are more in number.
Even among these categories BJP
has gone a long way over the years.

BSP is likely to jump in the

electoral fray. What will be its
impact?

B.S.Y: The contest by BSP will
help BJP, as statistically BSP will cut
into Congress votes.

Who in your view are the main
political parties who are going to
matter in the election?

B.S.Y:  A recent survey
conducted by a newspaper group
in Karnataka has shown that BJP is
far ahead in the electoral battle. We
consider Congress as our main
opposition.

The Congress has decided to
again draft Shri S.M.Krishna into
Karnataka politics. What impact
can it have in the election?

B.S.Y:  It will have little impact
as Congress is a divided house and
they are desperate. People have
rejected Shri S.M.Krishna in the last
election and alternative to Congress
is to give BJP a chance to form
govern. n

Elections in Karnataka have been forced on the people of
Karnataka by the treachery of  JD(S) led by Shri H. D.
Devegowda and his son to hand over power to BJP after 20
months as per the agreement. This political dishonesty is going
to make JD(S) pay heavily in the elections. BJP has decided to
project Shri B.S. Yeddyurappa as its chief ministerial candidate
in the elections to Karnataka assembly in May 2008. Shri
Ganesh Yaji interviewed Shri B. S. Yeddyyurappa for Kamal

Sandesh  recently on the various aspects of the current electoral scene. An
extract from his interview.

Special Interview

Electoral scene favours BJP : Yeddyurappa
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BJP National President Shri
Rajnath Singh has deflected
suggestions that BJP had

done little to give positions of
responsibility to its youth leaders.
He said philosophically, “All the
other politicians have children too.
What is imperative is that we
(politicians) should not allow
ourselves to become unmindful of
the struggles and sorrows of millions
of other children in the country.”

In an interview to HT,
he elaborated: “True, the
country’s demography is
taking an increasingly
youthful turn, but it is
erroneous to believe that
the BJP does not have the
support of the youth.
Without the support of the
young population, the BJP
would not have emerged as the
country’s largest political party.”

About the BJP pinning its
hopes on Shri LK Advani, Shri
Singh said: “Suggestions that
Advaniji had been on the fringes
for the last two years are entirely
misplaced. He has always remained
revered, respected and is hugely
experienced. He is our best
candidate for prime ministership.

“If Advaniji had been on the
fringes, why would I have continued
to seek his counsel all the time?” he
asked

While on the subject, Singh
emphasised: “Now, tell me — if your
parents or grandparents grow old
— would you dump them? The BJP
abides by a certain maryada. Atalji
and Advaniji have been towering
leaders who have contributed

Chand Khanduri — to name a few”.
During Singh’s stewardship,

the BJP has logged in impressive
electoral victories in state
assemblies but is modest about these
achievements: “My stress has been
on bringing about systemic changes
to strengthen the party.”

Other highlights of his tenure
have been the decision to provide
33 per cent reservation for women
in party posts “despite objections

from certain quarters”.
About Sh. Advani’s

‘revelations’ on the
Kandahar episode he
said: “Kandahar was a
painful decision alright.
But what about
politicians who have
exchanged hostages to
get their daughters

freed? What explains the UPA
government’s reluctance in hanging
Afzal Guru? Misguided elements of
which community are being
addressed by the Congress party?”

He said that if the BJP comes to
power it would bring in a law more
stringent than POTA, disband the
policy of communal budgeting, re-
negotiate the India-US nuclear deal
and take immediate steps to have
anti-conversion laws passed by
state assemblies. n

‘BJP has both youth and
experience’ : Rajnath Singh

The party, Shri Rajnath Singh asserted,
does have a second line of command: “M
Venkaiah Naidu, Sushma Swaraj, Arun
Jaitley, Vasundhara Raje, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Raman Singh and Bhuvan Chand
Khanduri — to name a few”.

immensely. The BJP has been the
country’s only political party not to
have suffered a vertical split in the
last 60 years — and the credit for
this goes entirely to Atalji and
Advaniji. They will continue to get
the respect that is due to them.”

The party, Shri Rajnath Singh
asserted, does have a second line
of command: “M Venkaiah Naidu,
Sushma Swaraj, Arun Jaitley,
Vasundhara Raje, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Raman Singh and Bhuvan

Vijay Goel New General Secretary
BJP National President Shri Rajnath Singh has

appointed Shri Vijay Goel, Ex MP as the new General
Secretary of the party against the vacancy caused by the
appointment of Shri Om Prakash Mathur as the Rajsthan
State BJP President. Presently he was the National
Secretary of the party.  n
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There has not been another
time in recent memory when
the issue of price rise has so

intensely agitated the minds of
every section of the Indian society,
particularly the poorest. For the past
several weeks now, the entire
country has been discussing only
one issue, almost to the exclusion
of every other issue, the issue of
the unbearable impact of the
skyrocketing prices of essential
commodities.

As the party of the Opposition,
it is the duty of the BJP to raise in
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
what is being talked about in the
‘Jana Sabha’. The BJP will fulfill this
duty with all the seriousness and
combativeness that the issue
demands.

It is not for me to cite facts and
figures about the extent and severity
of the problem. Newspapers and TV
channels are full of reports, features,
analyses and editorials on the issue.
But what struck me is a news item
— indeed, the main news item on
the front page of The Economic
Times on 14 April whose headline
said it all: ‘Boiling Prices Roiling
Index – REAL INFLATION
FALSELY REPORTED’.

The newspaper reported that
“Inflation could be a lot worse than
the 7.41% figure for the week ended
March 29. The prices of a large
number of essential items in the
wholesale price index have not been
changed for months, thus giving an
incomplete picture of inflation in the
real world.”

I would like to know from the
Prime Minister if this is true. If this

is even partially true, it raises serious
questions about the honesty and
integrity of the UPA government.

Of course, the government
today commands the lowest esteem
in the eyes of the harried common
man and the common housewife.
They know from their daily
experience that those in power are
not telling the truth about the true
extent of the rise in prices.

A government that is not
truthful with the citizens is not fit to
govern.

What is equally painful to see

is the insensitivity of those in the
higher echelons of the government.
Instead of confronting the problem
with a proper plan and a united effort
that can instill confidence among
the people, they are busy passing
the buck and blaming the
opposition.
PM concedes defeat,
helplessness

The Prime Minister has nearly
conceded defeat by confessing that
“containing rise in foodgrain prices
is very difficult.” Finance Minister
P. Chidambaram has blamed the
land-use policy in the United States
for the rise in prices of foodgrains in
India!

Railway Minister Laloo Prasad
Yadav has gone on record that “BJP-
sponsored traders are responsible
for the price rise.” And in words
that echo the infamous comment by
former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
that “corruption is a global
phenomenon”, Science &
Technology Minister Kapil Sibal has
called price rise “a global
phenomenon” and stated that “the
government has no ‘magic wand’ to
control it.”

Neither the Opposition nor the
people expect the government go
around the world in search of a
‘magic wand’ to tackle the problem
of price rise. We only expect it to
use the government’s own ‘wand’
— by which we mean sound pro-
people economic policies, their
effective implementation, close and
anticipative monitoring of price
trends, timely intervention to ensure
adequate and affordable supplies,
corruption-free functioning of the

Control prices, else quit : Advani
The only things that have risen higher than prices are the UPA government’s

insensitivity, dishonesty, incompetence and non-performance

Salient points in the
Address by Shri L.K.
Advani, Leader of the

Opposition (Lok
Sabha) in the Meeting

of the BJP
Parliamentary Party
in New Delhi on 16

April 2008
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public distribution system, and,
above all, a safety cushion to protect
the poorest and the most vulnerable
from the impact of inflationary
pressures in the economy.

The UPA government has
failed in performing any of these
tasks.

• The UPA government has
failed to boost the indigenous
production of pulses and edible
oils.

• The UPA government has
systematically abandoned the
path of self-reliant food
security.

• The UPA government, with its
short-sighted and arbitrary
measures, has hurt both the
kisan (who is not getting
remunerative prices) and the
consumer (who is paying more
and more for less and less).

• The UPA government has
actively facilitated — in what is
perhaps the greatest land-
related corruption scandal in
India’s history — transfer of
productive farm land to
speculative money-spinning
enterprises.

• The UPA government has
failed to take any effective
measures towards energy
conservation and thereby
reduce India’s dependence on
imported energy resources.
We in the Opposition have so

far pointed to the lack of cohesion
in the ruling coalition, mainly
between the Congress and the Left
parties that are lending outside
support to the government.
However, the issue of price rise and
the government’s response to it has
highlighted another aspect of the
lack of cohesion — namely,
cohesion within the council of
ministers.

Media reports in recent weeks
have highlighted the continuing

conflict between the finance and
commerce ministers, and also
between the finance minister and
his other colleagues, on the specific
measures to control rising prices.
Hence, what one hears from the
government is a cacophony of
discordant voices, and not a clear
enunciation of a confidence-
building strategy.

I have stated recently — and I
would like to reiterate it today —
that as far as the common man is
concerned, price rise means daily
loot from his meager family budget.
The UPA government is responsible
for this daily loot, because, after
having sought the votes of the aam
aadmi, it has so far worked only for
the benefit of the khaas aadmi. It
has presided over the most

BJP demands legal action
against PDP president

From Our Correspondent
The BJP has demanded initiating legal action

against People’s Democratic Party (PDP)
President Ms. Mehbooba Mufti for suggesting a
dual power sharing on Jammu and Kashmir during
her recent trip to Pakistan.

BJP national vice-president Shri Shanta
Kumar, Rajya Sabha MP and in charge of Jammu
and Kashmir, told a press conference in Jammu
that his party will not tolerate such utterances
which, he asserted, undermines the sovereignty

of the country. “We stand for total integrity of Jammu and Kashmir with
our great nation and oppose all such nefarious designs perpetrated by the
(Kashmir) Valley centric parties with an aim to garner votes ahead of
elections,” Shri Shanta Kumar said.

He pointed out that Parliament passed a resolution in 1994 setting at
rest all speculations about the status of Jammu and Kashmir, including the
part that is under Pakistan’s illegal occupation. “We all stand by it and
there is no question of changing this stand,” he declared.

Shri Shanta Kumar also released a 7-minute DVD titled Maa Tujhe
Salam depicting flag hoisting ceremony at Srinagar’s historic Lal Chowk
by BJP leader Shri N.P. Singh.  n

iniquitous economic growth in
India’s history, which is evident
from the fact that the earnings of
the 20 richest Indians is said to be
more than 30 crore poorest Indians.

The common people are today
fondly recalling the Vajpayee
government’s success in keeping
prices under check. Indeed, the
people are seeing the contrast
between the NDA government and
the UPA government in every other
aspect of governance.

The common man is today
tormented the most by rising prices.
It is the duty of the Opposition to
give voice to the sentiments of the
people. By way of discharging this
duty, we in the BJP wish to tell the
UPA loudly and clearly: “CONTROL
PRICES, ELSE QUIT!” n

~~~~~~~~~~[[[ ~~~~~~~~~~
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 Lok Sabha

If you can’t perform,
quit :  Sumitra Mahajan
Today there is no need to talk

about the way the inflation is
increasing. Whether it is wheat,
flour, pulses or edible oil, the
prices of all commodities are
rising. Our Finance Minister
warns us to be alert against
inflation as it is going to rise.
Prices are rising every year. Our Prime Minister says
that they inherited it from the previous government.
During the NDA regime the inflation rate was brought
down from 4.7 per cent to 3.8 per cent. But as soon as
the regime of present government started in 2004-05,
inflation increased from 5.7 per cent to 7.41 per cent in
2008. On replying to the question of price rise, the
government says that they do not have a magic wand
to control it. .

In the economic survey of 2003-04 it has been stated
that economy is on the sound path and the position of
balance of payments has been sound. During the
years1991 to 1996 when hon’ble Manmohan Singhji was
Finance Minister the rate of inflation touched 10 per
cent. After that as soon as NDA took over it was under
control. During the year 2001-02 foodgrains output was
about 21 crore tonne which fell down to 17 crore tonne
in the year 2002-03, but however, we managed to meet
the shortage. Prices were kept under control in spite of
drought and adverse monsoon. Food stock was
abundant during the NDA regime but today there is
acute shortage of food.

I fail to understand when hon’ble Finance Minister
terms the price rise as a global phenomenon. Whenever
Congress government comes to power the prices are
certain to rise. Somewhere there is mismanagement. You
are unable to control this mismanagement. If ours is a
country of villages, of farmers, they must get its fruits.
Today the Government is abruptly trying to reduce the
duty on some commodities and trying to put a ban on
export of basmati rice, but such small measures are not
going to help in controlling the prices. No policy has

The BJP-led NDA and other parties forced a discussion on the plight of the aam aadmi
because of failure of the Congress-led UPA government to check the rise in prices of essential
commodities of daily use. The people in every corner of the country are crying, the cries which
UPA refuses to listen and heed. The BJP took the opportunity to paint in words the misery of the
aam aadmi through a discussion on the situation.

On April 16, 2008 participating in a Discussion under Rule 193 in Lok Sabha on the
“Situation arising out of continued rise in the prices of essential commodities and steps taken by
the government in regard thereto”, BJP MPs Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, Shri Kharabela Swain,
Smt. Kiran Maheshwari, Shri Avinash Rai Khanna and Shri Ganesh Singh narrated the plight
of the common man and wanted the Government to do something immediately.

In the Rajya Sabha, a Short Duration Discussion on the “Unprecedented Price Rise of
Commodities in the Country” was raised on April 16-17, 2008. The discussion was initiated by
former Union Minister, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi, in which Leader of Opposition, Shri Jaswant
Singh, and the newly elected Rajya Sabha MP, Shri Prakash Javadekar also spoke.

Here is a synopsis of the speeches the BJP MPs made in the two Houses. Full text of
speeches is being published separately in a booklet form.

Price Rise Ag on y ec hoes in P ar liament

The aam aadmi is crying aghast
Women are the worst sufferers
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been formulated by this government during these last
four years.

Since no problem of the farmers has been solved
they are not able to increase the production. No policy
has been framed by this government with regard to
support price or to strengthen the PDS system. You
talked about second green revolution. You called SEZ
policy a vehicle of economic development but your
policy has made it real estate development project. The
government should have formulated a policy to make
the land of the farmers fertile without acquiring their
land and keeping it with them. You did not think about it
during the last four years.

Today the prices are rising in the market but the
farmers are not getting remunerative prices. In 2006, 25
Indians had the assets worth Rs. 4 thousand crore. In
2007, this number has increased to 48. That means ten
persons became billionaire but thousands of farmers
are committing suicide. Education has become out of
reach. Medicines and medical facilities have become
costly. Due to wrong and corrupt policies of the
Government and its overall inactiveness, the country
and the common people have come to the verge of death.
If this Government cannot provide livelihood and relief
to the common people they have no right to rule hence,
they should quit.

Govt stands totally
confused : Kharabela Swain

Inflation is a covert tax imposed
upon the unsuspecting common man.
And what is the reaction of the
Government? The Prime Minister
says that it is difficult to stop the
inflation. One representative of the
Government said that the price rise is
seasonal.

The other said that it is a natural consequence of
rapid economic growth. Now, they talk about supply-
demand mis-match. But I will say that this Government
cannot escape the responsibility for its gross failure in
containing inflation.

The Government has put the inflation on March
29th, at 7.41 per cent. But the Government itself says
that in the market, the prices of rice, milk products, pulses
etc. have gone up by 12 to 40 per cent. It means the
inflation is much more.

Now, the Government has banned the export of

wheat, pulses and non-basmati rice. The export duty on
rice has gone up. The Government itself is saying that
there is a worldwide phenomenon of increase in food
price, and that is the reason why India is being affected.
Now, you are stopping export. It will further increase
the food prices in the world and that will also impact
India. So, this is the confusing state of mind that this
Government is having. Further, the Government has
banned the export of non-basmati rice. I wonder, what
will happen to the farmers who had made commitments
in the international market about the exports. This is
very confusing.

When there is a glut, the Government refuses to
provide better Minimum Support Price, when prices
are strong internationally, the Government bans the
exports. So, I am accusing this Government of this
confusion.

What is the UPA Government’s policy with regard
to agriculture? The Government has not bothered to
address the issue of declining acreage. According to
the newspaper reports, the hon. Prime Minister had
indicated to the hon. Agriculture Minister to look into
these cases.

But he did not. During 1990-2007, the growth of
food grain production has decelerated by 1.2 per cent.
But the growth of population is 1.9 per cent. This
Government did not anticipate it. It is merely putting the
blame on State Governments. This is very clear that
increasing the productivity in the agricultural sector is
the only way to bring down the prices of food. So, we
have to look at the stagnant acreage, which is hindering
the increase in production. More and more farmers are
shifting away from cereals and foodgrains to cash crops,
such as cotton, sugarcane, cardamom, jute. This year’s
Economic Survey says that production of jute,
sugarcane and cotton has gone beyond the target set
by the Government.

That is why farmers are not fetching the price, and
they are committing suicide. I have several times pleaded
that with regard to the Crop Insurance Scheme we
should adopt the Gram Panchayat a unit so that farmers
are able to get the benefit of insurance claim. With regard
to PDS, my appeal, through you, to this Government is
that you simply eliminate the control dealership
business. Why do you not introduce something like a
food coupon? It is necessary so that the real BPL person
is benefited.

I do not think that because of the forward trading
the prices are rising. Finally, I will say that there is a scope
of 50 per cent increase in food production in India. If you
try you can do that.
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UPA doing nothing, just shifting
blame : Kiran Maheshwari

There is hue and cry all over the
country on price-rise and you are unable
to control it. You are reiterating that the
international market or States
Governments are responsible for that.
All the people in the country are facing
problems due to price-rise. I would like
to draw your attention particularly on
women. Today, women are agitating against price-rise
on roads. Such a situation has risen in the country that
income has not increased.

In such a situation who are responsible for stalling
the productivity? We offer low support price to farmers
but we are prompt to purchase things from foreign
countries at higher price. In such a situation how the
farmers are encouraged to increase productivity with
having a large sum of loans upon them. The policies
adopted are complicated and wrong. Nobody can
survive in this situation and farmers are committing
suicide. On the other hand, it is to say that State
Governments and International Market are responsible
for this price-rise. This is just to shift blame on others.
We are playing political game on price-rise only by
throwing blames on others. Farmers are committing
suicide in Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. Faulty
policies and wrong measures adopted by the
Government are responsible for such situation. At last,
I put my views through this House that PDS system
should be strengthened to control price-rise to ensure
supply of food to the people.

UPA lacks will to control
prices : Avinash Rai Khanna

Inflation has affected the Budget
of every kitchen in the country.
Therefore, I am of the opinion that
inflation is a collective issue and we all
must unite together to find out a solution
of the problem. The success of any
economic policy in a democratic set up
can be gauged from the feelings of the common man. At
present the economic condition of the country is not
good and the common man is feeling the pinch of price
rise. Therefore, I think the Government has miserably
failed to check price rise. If the Government has got will

power then everything can be achieved. I would like to
give an example of Punjab. During Deepawali information
was received that the market is going to be flooded by
synthetic milk and khoya. However, the Health Minister,
who is a lady, decided that at any cost synthetic milk
and khoya will not be allowed to be sold in the market,
quite successfully. If the Government has got the will
power then results can be achieved and the common
man can be helped a lot. If inflation is not checked then
not a single child in the country will be able to study,
have food and nor will become a good citizen.

Faulty policies to
blame : Ganesh Singh
Inflation is the biggest problem

confronting the country yet the
Government is not serious and the
common man is suffering. The
Government is directly responsible for
controlling inflation and fixing the
prices of products. The President of
the World Bank indicated about inflation and similarly
the Reserve Bank of India six months back warned about
impending inflation in the country. The Ministry of
Agriculture was aware about the pressure of price rise
for the last 8 months. The hon. Finance Minister has
straight away linked the issue of inflation with the world
market. At present the country is importing 75% oil from
abroad and similarly in large quantities pulses and
fertilizers are being imported. Similarly, in limited quantity
wheat is also being imported. On the one hand the
imports are rising but on the other hand exports are
declining which is a matter of great concern. The Finance
Minister has shifted the blame for price rise on the State
Governments on the ground that the latter had failed to
check hoarding. This, I think, is absolutely wrong. In
the stock market terrorists are investing the money of
foreign smugglers and mafia dons. I want to know from
the hon. Finance Minister the steps taken in this regard.
There are reports that the black money of 3 prominent
leaders is being invested in the stock market and the
Finance Minister should give the details in this regard.
During the NDA regime there were sufficient stocks of
foodgrains. However, at present the godowns are empty.
If the Finance Minister is correct that the production
has increased then why the godowns are empty and
imports are being undertaken? If the country has not
become self-sufficient the main reason for it is the
imports and faulty policy of the Government.
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 Rajya Sabha

Food Security and economy
has collapsed : Dr. M M Joshi

Initiating the discussion, Dr.
Joshi said: For the last few days,
whole country is reeling under the
price rise and the life of common man
has got utterly disturbed. Concluding
his Budget Speech, our Finance
Minister had said that the four years

till 2007-2008 had been the best years so far and the
best was yet to come. If this is the best time then what
will be the worst time and this situation has emerged
within a few days after the presentation of the Budget.
Within a period of only one and a half month, our
country’s economy, food security, people’s life and
complete economic stability has totally collapsed.

The Finance Minister had said that we will have to
be vigilant from global instability. What vigilance he
was talking about? Whether, Government itself was
vigilant? Mr. Sibal had said that we do not have any
‘magic wand’ by which we can mend the situation
immediately. Only one and a half month back, you were
saying that we have the policy, the Prime Minister’s
policy guidelines. Now, the public wand only would
find solution of this problem. You have also said that
there will be a record production this year. Ministry of
Agriculture has also given huge statistics. If record
inflation is rising despite record production, then what
policy is being implemented? This policy is beyond our
comprehension. The harmony that should be there
among inflation, economic development and investment
is not visible anywhere. That is why, today dark clouds
are hovering over entire economy of the country. Price
rise is the identity of Congress. Congress and inflation
go hand-in-hand. Whenever Congress Government
comes to power, it is followed by the inflation. During
Janata Dal and NDA regime, people had forgotten the
Ration Cards and long queues. When in December, 1998,
our Government was in power, the rate of inflation was
15.3 per cent and when we left in 2004, the rate of inflation
was 3.8 per cent and today it is more than 7 per cent.
Even in this figure, you are misleading the people in
regard to Consumer Price Index and Whole Sale Price
Index. Even if we have a look on the prices of various
items recently, you will find that except certain items,
prices of all other commodities have increased. Prices
of food items have sky rocketed. The budget of a middle

class family has gone haywire. The quantity of salad,
lemon and pulses has become less in their meals. Milk,
butter and curd are missing from their break-fast. Today,
meal prices per plate have doubled. A labourer earning
Rs.100 per day is spending Rs.50 on meals only, so what
will he be able to do with the remaining Rs.50. Then,
there are such people in the country who earn 10 or 20
rupees per day. What will happen to them? Earlier, people
used to curtail their expenditures on their passions to
educate their children but today situation has come to
such a pass that people are forced to discontinue the
education of their wards in order to provide meals to
them. Price rise hits the middle class more than the
affluent class. Food is necessary for survival. So, it
cannot be curtailed much. That’s why, it is natural to
change the priorities.

We want the Finance Minister to present actual
figures before the country. The rate of inflation which
he is telling to be 7.4 per cent, is appearing to be actually
10-11 per cent. Prices are increasing rapidly. I am worried
that if this inflation is not checked, the democratic setup
of this country will collapse completely. Government
says that prices will come down after the Rabi crops.
But, the question is that why the prices were allowed to
rise despite record production? Middlemen are minting
money. It seems that Government is extending its indirect
support to them by letting them to make as much money
as they can and thereafter there will be raids to bring
down the prices. Today, even the prices of salt alongwith
other food items have gone up.

People below poverty line were getting food grains
at very low prices. Why price did not rise at that time
and what happened in there three to four years? You
have created such a situation for poor that they are left
with no other option than to die of starvation. Your
Planning Commission itself says that your delivery
system is not proper. None of the schemes launched by
you is working properly. You say that stern action will
be taken by you, but there is scam even in your State
trading Corporation. You investigate all these things
and punish such people. You had lifted the import duty
on the import of edible oils and maize and banned the
export of pulses and edible oils. But none of these steps
proved effective. There is a big gap in wholesale price
and retail price.

Investment in agriculture has reduced, which was
10% in 2002-03 and reduced to 7.7 % in 2005-06. It is
repeatedly stated that this is linked with global
phenomenon. Prices of medicines are sky rocketing.

Matter of concern is that there is no sector where
prices have not increased. You have based your



May 1-15,   2008  m m m m m 13

economy on foreign fundamentals. You have not paid
attention towards domestic market. If you had increased
the purchasing power of the people and increased the
production, you would not have come across such a
situation today.

Globalization is not proving beneficial for the poor
in the country and it is not proving helpful for agriculture
sector anywhere. The outcomes of the debate on the
report “Limits of Growth” published in 1967 stated that
as per present trends of the world, within 100 year there
will be such circumstances that people will have to face
the problems related to food grains, environment,
industrial materials, pollution and health. The countries
in the world are paying attention to these problems but
in our country this government is going on just opposite
of it.

As if there is no
government : Jaswant Singh

 It is a very serious debate.
It is not related to either
agriculture or finance only. It has
numerous dimensions. Even in
February of 2008 we had a
manageable inflation rate of
around 4 per cent, and what has
actually gone wrong in a period
barely six weeks, to suddenly
make it spiral to almost 7.5 per cent? Inflation also
generates a sense of uncertainty and a sense as if there
is no Governance. It is extremely damaging to the entire
nation. An impression has been created by the
Government as if it is a global inflationary phenomenon
and that’s why it must inevitably affect India also. I beg
to differ on the fundamental of this perception because
if it is so then the United States of America is not
suffering an inflation of more than 3 per cent per annum.
Then, we are told that it is so on account of the change
in the pattern of the land use in the USA. Again, it is a
misleading argument. The United State of America has
taken to transferring land which was under cultivation
of corn and it is giving roughly 200,000 dollars every
two years for not growing corn. Corn in the U.S.A. is
animal feed.

The N.D.A. Government had introduced the S.E.Z.
concept. It was to promote the exports. But, it was meant
for the coastal areas and a land which is not agriculturally
productive. But, what we are witnessing in the name of
S.E.Zs today is totally unacceptable to us. In India,

agriculture is not only a means of livelihood rather, it is
our style of living. It is our culture. Our folk music,
festivals etc. are its outcome. India’s agricultural
commitment is not simply economic. Recently, we are
witnessing price rise particularly in the items like wheat,
rice, pulses, vegetables and edible oils. Like rest of the
world, we cannot start using animal fat for cooking
purposes. So, it is clear that India has a very large
requirement of edible oils. We are not a meat-eating
people. If there is a shortage of wheat or rice in the
western countries, they absorb it through an increase
in what is consumed by way of meat. That’s why we
import pulses from Myanmar and Mozambique. In
Myanmar, Indian demand for pulses is being managed
by Chinese traders. When we demand either the price
goes up or the supply falls. We are not an importer of
wheat, rice and vegetables. We are an importer of
vegetable oils and pulses.

The principal difficulty and mismanagement is on
account of eroded stocks of grains. As per Economic
Survey of 2007-08, in the years 2001 and 2003, the
foodgrain stocks reached a peak of 64.7 million tonnes
an all-time record. In January, 2008 the actual stock was
only 7.7 million tonnes which tells its own tale. The
consequence is, when it comes to be known that the
buffer stock is dwindling, the commission agents in
villages begin to raise the stocks of the wheat and rice.

Mr. Chidambaram says that cement and steel again
will be brought under control. I caution the Government.
Please do not go back to a regime of artificial controls,
ineffective and unimplimentable controls. You will
encourage a black-market to come into being. The
Government itself is, deliberately, not attending to the
question of the other side of the inflationary aspect,
which is demand pull. It is not so much a monetary
problem as it is of aggregate demand going up. Please
examine it. Investment from the United States of America
in India, up to March this year, a nine-month investment
drew a return of 75 per cent. Now, this is what resulted
in a gross over supply of money. Indians living in US
are told that do not invest the dollars in banks or mutual
funds, bring the dollars via Mauritius and invest in the
stock market. Due to this, market began to rise.

How is Mauritius-to-India tax free? We have free
dividend. Dividend is not taxable. If dividend is tax free,
then, any company which has declared the dividend
and its whole amount goes into hundreds of crores of
rupees. Today, there are industrialists/individuals, who
are earning an individual income, which is tax free and
runs into thousands of crores of rupees. If this kind of
money begins to flood, this kind of money has to have
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a consequence, but it does not have a consequence on
daily supplies. Principally, the origin of price rise is the
depletion of stocks. This is the supply side
mismanagement.

Our subsidies have increased. This I call ‘a fiscal
overhang trap’. The fertilizer subsidy has risen from Rs.
30,000 crore to Rs. 105,000 crores. But this subsidy does
not benefit the farmer. It mostly goes to the trader. Every
successive Government tried to avoid it. We also
struggled to find a way to avoid this, we failed. The
food subsidy has gone up to Rs. 40,000 to Rs. 58,000
crores. This comes to a total of Rs. 2,53,000 crores. This
is not there in the Budget. This is a fiscal overhang. It is
a time-bomb of explosive price-rise. The Pay Commission
bill is yet to come.

Inflation hurting poor,
benefiting rich : P. Javadekar

We are discussing the price rise
in the House today. It is touching sky.
Inflation in our country is a process of
transfer of assets from poor class to
rich class. A discussion is going on in
the UPA that who will be the next Prime
Minister of the Country instead of
controlling the prices. It is understood that all the
financial measures of the Government have proved to
be failure. This is not because of any natural calamities
or Tsunami. The Ministers in the Government are giving
contradictory remarks. There is a total mismanagement
in the Government.

The Agriculture Minister has declared that the
Government will not give a single paisa more than Rs.

1000 per quintal of wheat. It is a procurement season
and you do not want to give any bonus to the farmers.
You are ready to purchase wheat from foreign countries
more than Rs.2000 per quintal. You have reduced the
State quota also. There is no food security in the country
today. When prices of seeds, fertilizers, powers etc. have
gone up then you have increased the Minimum Support
Price. We are heading towards a total agricultural
collapse. Farmers should be given remunerative prices.
Consumers should be made available goods at
reasonable rates.

This is the characteristics of a welfare and
democratic State. The talent of a sensitive Government
is reflected in this respect only. Some of the good work
undertaken during the NDA Government should have
been followed. Atal Government had initiated the process
of revenue neutralization, which should be adopted by
this Government. Duties should be restructured.

During NDA regime a group of Ministers used to
monitor at regular intervals essential commodities of
daily needs of the common man but the present
Government doesn’t have any concern over price rise.
The politics of flattery is going on in this Government.
The Government of the four years ago is being blamed
for the scarcity and the Government which took charge
four years ago is not being blamed for this. The public
understands everything.

Our Leftist colleagues will have to decide once
for all as to whether they are with the public or with the
power. If this price rise is a sin of UPA Government, the
Left parties cannot save themselves from this sin. The
flagships schemes of the Government will not hold
any meaning due to skyrocketing price rise. The
Government should check the price rise and ensure
food security. n

Aarti Mehra elected Delhi Mayor again
From Our Correspondent

BJP candidates — Sushri Aarti Mehra and Smt. Divya Jaiswal – were
elected Mayor and Deputy Mayor, respectively, of Delhi Municipal Corporation
with a heavy margin on April 21.

Out of a total of 261 votes polled for the Mayor’s post the sitting Mayor
Sushri Aarti Mehra bagged 177 votes while Congress candidate Razia Sultana
secured only 82 votes. Divya Jaiswal got 165 votes. Two of the votes were
invalid.

BJP councillors Shri Vijender Gupta and Shri Rajni Abbi and Congress
councillor Shri Jai Kishan Sharma were unanimously elected as members of the Standing Committee.

Addressing the House after elections, Sushri Aarti Mehra claimed that she had fulfilled her promise of
making Delhi a cleaner, healthier and a literate city. She said that she had also kept her promise to provide medical
facilities and primary education to people belonging to the weaker sections of the society.
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B haratiya Janata Party
President Shri Rajnath
Singh has demanded a

White Paper on the unprecedented
rise in prices of essential
commodities in the country. He also
attacked the UPA Government at
the Centre for its anti-people policies
and approach.

Shri Rajnath Singh was
addressing party workers and
supporters at the Vijay Sankalp Rally
at Patna’s Gandhi Maidan.

He said: “The unprecedented
price rise has hit the common man
like never before and BJP demands
that the UPA Government should
release White Paper on it”. He also
criticised the UPA Government at
the Centre for its diabolical approach
in the matter of terrorism and
terrorists.

He asked the UPA Government
to tell why it has been delaying
hanging of Afzal for his conviction
in the Parliament the attack case.

“The strange policies of the
UPA Government are beyond our
comprehension”, he said.

The party chief expressed
confidence that in the upcoming Lok
Sabha poll the NDA would come
with flying colours winning
maximum number of seats.

“When the NDA would come
to power it will bring even a more
tough law than POTA to save the
country from the hands of the
terrorists and anti-national
elements”, he declared amidst
thunderous applause.

All the top State BJP leaders

like Sarvshri
K a i l a s h p a t i
Mishra, Deputy
Chief Minister
Shushil Kumar
Modi, Rajiv
Pratap Rudi, Ravi
Shankar Prasad,
party’s Bihar
incharge Kalraj
Mishra, Nand
Kishore Yadav,
Ashwani Kumar
Choubey and
others attended the Sankalp Rally
and addressed the party workers.

The BJP had called this rally
against the steep price hike in
commodities in the country. “We

Tougher law than POTA if BJP
comes to power : Rajnath

From Our Correspondent

had called on this rally to expose
and attack the UPA Government at
the Centre for the unprecedented
price rise in the country”, said Shri
Sushil Kumar Modi.    n

If voted to power, BJP will
cut farm loan rate : Rajnath

From Our Correspondent

BJP National President Shri Rajnath Singh has declared that farmers
will be given loans at a lower rate of four per cent with loan being interest-
free for the first year, if the National Democratic Alliance is voted to power.
At present, it may be recalled, the interest rate is seven per cent.

Addressing a group of farmers from western Uttar Pradesh at the
party headquarters in New Delhi, marking the start of a countrywide
campaign of ‘kisan adalats’ Shri Singh said that NDA government would
grant pension to farmers above the age of 60 years.

Saying there was no clarity on how the government intended financing
the Rs. 60,000-crore relief, Shri Rajnath Singh demanded that eligibility for
waiver be extended to farmers with larger land holdings, especially in rain-
dependent dry areas. The scheme covers only those with land holdings
up to two hectares. n

~~~~~~~~~~[[[ ~~~~~~~~~~

Vijay Sankalp Rally at Patna
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BJP raises pitch against prices
From Our Correspondents

Massive rally against prices in Ludhiana

Congress synonymous with
shortages, rising prices and
black marketing : Bhandari

At Ludhiana, Punjab Pradesh BJP organized a
massive rally against rising prices and the miseries of
the aam aadmi. The rally was led by Pradesh President
Prof. Rajinder Bhandari.

Addressing the large gathering Prof. Rajinder
Bhandari said that Congress has become synonymous
with kar (tax), killat (shortage), kimaten (rising prices),
kataren (long queues) and kalabazaari (black
marketing). He regretted that the party which came into

p o w e r
promising to
stand with
the aam
admi is
robbing the
common man
with rising
prices and
sho r tages .
He said it has
become very
difficult for
the common
men to make
both ends

meet. The number of persons going to bed without food
is increasing day by day. He said the Left parties
supporting the UPA government from outside are more
worried about the nuclear deal than the hardship caused
to the common man because of the rising prices. He
declared that BJP will continue to raise its voice on public
causes at various placed in the State.

BJP National Secretary and Co-incharge Punjab BJP,
Smt Kiran Ghai said that whenever Congress comes into
power it brings with it only a hoard of problems for the
people. It has failed on every front. Had it done anything
to control prices during the last four years, the present
crisis would never have surfaced. She alleged that
Congress has always supported black-marketers and
profiteers. Smt Ghai said that whatever has been done
by Congress as a knee-jerk reaction is insufficient to
meet the present crisis.

Deputy Speaker Shri Satyapal Gosain severely
criticized the Union Government for its failures. He
alleged that a steel mafia is active at the Centre and that
is why the steel prices have shot up enormously. He
said this situation is going to destroy the industry in
Punjab.

Local Bodies Minister Shri Manoranjan Kalia said
that instead of doing something concrete to control
prices the central ministers are fighting between
themselves and
shifting the blame
on each other. He
alleged that
whatever Congress
is now posing to do
to control prices has
been motivated only
because of the fear
of the impending
Lok Sabha elections
shortly.

Ludhina MLA
Shri Harish Bedi said
that roti, kapara aur
makan is the basic
e s s e n t i a l
requirement of a
man and Congress

Among other the prominent
slogans raised in the rally were:

· UPA hua hariyal, garib hua
badhal

· Garib kare hai-hai, Sonia kahe
bye-bye

· Sonia vitt mantri se boli, garibi
nahin garib mitao

· Dal, chini, chana hua mehanga
doodh, Congress ne paida kiya
mehangai ka poot

· Congress, mehngai ke sath hai,
yahi Sonia ka hath hai

· Congress ka nara: vote do,
mehangai lo

Punjab
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women. She said that hardship of women is going to
adversely affect the well being of the entire society and
adversely affect the bringing up of children, the future
of the society. She declared that the Morcha will further
intensify its agitation in the coming days and reach the
masses to expose Congress-led UPA and Congress-led
coalition in the State for its anti-poor and anti-women
policies.

Later, Smt. Usha Choudhary led the march towards
Civil Secretariat where they were obstructed in a most
high-handedness by the police. Police also resorted to
lathi-charge on peaceful protestors causing injuries to
dozens of Mahila Morcha activists.

BJP Mahila Morcha leaders including Suresh
Jamwal, Sakina Bano, Sheela Koul, Chander Kanta, Priya
Sethi, Sushma Manhas, Sweety Koul, Purnima Sharma,
Santosh Bhagat, Rajni Sethi, Kiran Salathia, Kamla Gupta,
Pinky Gupta, Rani Devi, Sangita Gupta, Sharda Devi,
Anuradha Charak, Sureshta Jamwal, Darshna Devi,
Sunita Kapahi, Raj Rani Mahajan, Dimple, Sushma
Gupta, Ranu Gupta, Kusum Anand, Rani Devi, Ramni
Gupta, Suman Rani, Shakuntla Devi and Chand Rani
were prominent among those who took part in the protest
demonstration.

Meghalaya

BJP dharna against Price rise
As part of the Nation wide protest of BJP against

the “Price Rise of Essential Commodities” the
Meghalaya Unit of the party organised a Dharna on
April 16. Speaking on the occasion the State President,

Shri H.S. Syiemieh termed the congress-led UPA as the
Government of ‘Khas Aadmi’ and not of ‘Aam Aadmi’
or the poor. Common man has been the worst sufferer in
last four years at the cruel hands of Congress-led UPA.
He asked the central government that why since the
UPA took over the power there is shortage of Gas
Cylinder and prices of Coal, Sugar, Tea, Oil, Dal, Milk,
Maida, Fruits Vegetable etc. have gone up.

BJP Minister in MPA Government, Shri A. L. Hek
also lambasted the UPA Government for not being able

failed to provide it.
Addressing the rally BJP General Secretary Shri

Ashwani Sharma said Congress is the mother of all
corruption. Punjab BJP Secretary Shri Anil Sarin said
that the both the economists, Prime Minister and Finance
Minister, have miserably failed on the economic front.
They have completely failed to control prices.

The programmes was compeered by Shri Rajiv
Katna District BJP Prsident Shri Om Prakash Bhardwaj,
BJYM was represented by Shri Sandeep Kapur and
many other youth leaders, Mahila Morcha by its General
Secretary Smt. Santosh Kalra, Deputy Mayor Smt.
Sunita Aggarwal, District President Smt. Poonam Ratra
and many others.

Jammu
To register its protest against sky rocketing prices

of essential commodities, State BJP Mahila Morcha, on
the eve of visit of Congress’ President Smt. Sonia Gandhi
to Jammu, took out an impressive march from the party

headquarters on April 11. Led by Mahila Morcha State
President Smt. Usha Choudhary the march after passing
through main bazars of Jammu city, reached City Chowk,
where Morcha activists, beat the empty vessels with
spoons and raised slogans “Jab Jab Congress aayee
hai, Mehangayee layee hai”.

Addressing the protestors Smt. Usha Choudhary
lambasted the Congress-led governments both at the
Centre and in the State and said that women are the
worst affected by their maladministration. She said that
sky rocketing prices have most adversely affected the
female folk who have to manage the home budget and
run the kitchen. Branding the State government as
patently anti-women, she said it is the same government
one of whose prominent minister had brought a bill to
deprive such women of their right of being state subjects
in the event of their marriage with a non-State person. It
has miserably failed to induct even one woman as a
minister and is totally devoid of any concern for the
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to control inflation. He said that 70% of India’s
population depends on agriculture. But
agriculturist has started to feel that his profession
is no longer a source of income but now a source
of curse for themselves. Not to talk of feeding
the nation, he is unable to feed even his own
family. He is unable to redeem his debts. Due to
failure of UPA to activate the rural credit structure,
farmers are forced to commit suicide. It made tall
claims to be the well-wisher of farmers but during
the last four years of Congress-led UPA rule they
have betrayed the farmers.

Hundreds of BJP workers including the State
Executive Members, State Vice President Shri
Basu Chkraborty, State Secretary Shri L.G. Laloo,
State Secretary Shri Dipayan Chakraborty, and State
Treasurer were also present with placards and banners
in the Dharna.

Har yana

If Sonia can’t control prices
she should quit : Kiran

In a massive rally against rising prices organized
by the Haryana BJP Mahila Morcha at Gurgaon on April
21, Mahila Morcha National President, Smt. Kiran

Courtesy : Asian Age

Maheshwari, MP asked Congress President Smt. Sonia
Gandhi to quit if she cannot control prices which are
playing havoc with the life of the common man.

Thousands of women from all over the State
marched the streets of Gurgaon in scorching heat
and took a vow that if the UPA failed to bring down
prices, they would make the things difficult for the
Congress.

Smt. Kiran Maheshwari said that women are the
worst affected by the failure of UPA to control prices
because they are feeling helpless to manage the family
budget and the kitchen besides saving for the education
of their children.

Haryana BJP Mahila Morcha President Smt.
Anuradha Sharma alleged that although for all intents
and purposes the Government is being run by Smt.
Sonia Gandhi by remote control, she is the least
concerned about the plight of women because of rising
prices as she is not routed in Indian culture and does
not understand the ethos of Indian women.

The rally, among others, was also addressed by
former Chairman of Central Social Welfare Board, Smt.
Mridula Sinha, National Secretary Smt. Sudha Yadav,
State Mahila Morcha General Secretary Smt. Rosy Malik,
and Pradesh Secretary Smt. Sudesh Yadav.  n

Dehradun elects a BJP Mayor
From Our Correspondent

BJP candidate, Shri Vinod Chamoli has been elected the Mayor of Dehradun
(Uttrakhand) defeating his nearest rival Rajni Rawat (Kinnar) by over 15,000 votes on
April 21. The Congress candidate Surat Singh Negi was pushed to the third position. n
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L eader of Opposition (Lok
Sabha) expressed his   sense
of dhanya (spiritually

uplifted) by coming to the birthplace
of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar on his
birth anniversary. He was
addressing a function in Mhow (MP)
on the occasion of Ambedkar
Jayanti on April 14.

Shri Advani said that India has
three places that have been made
holy by their association with the
life of this Maha Maanav. The first
is Mhow, Dr. Ambedkar’s
Janmabhoomi. The second is
Nagpur, his Deekshabhoomi where
Dr. Ambedkar embraced Buddhism
along with tens of thousands of his
followers. The third is
Chaityabhoomi at Dadar Beach in
Mumbai, where his Samadhi has
been erected. These have become
pilgrimage centres for the country,
he added.

Shri Advani congratulated the
Madhya Pradesh Government and
the Chief Minister Shri Shivraj Singh
Chauhan for having erected this
impressive memorial to honour the
legacy of Dr. Ambedkar at his
birthplace. Dr. Ambedkar is by far
the best example in modern times
that a man attains greatness through
his karma (work) and not through
his janma (birth).

Paying a tribute to the principal
author of India’s Constitution, Shri
Advani said Shri Ambedkar’s
personality was a combination of
colossal scholarship and equally
colossal social activism. Indeed, this
is how the great social reformers of
all time have been. What was

common among them was their deep
concern for humanity and their
espousal of certain universal and
eternal values.  Dr. Ambedkar, too,

did the same by spiritedly fighting
for Equality, Dignity and Justice for
all.

He quoted Dr. Ambedkar who
said: “A democratic form of
Government presupposes a
democratic form of society. The
formal framework of democracy is
of no value and would indeed be a
misfit if there was no social
democracy.” He had also rightly
said that political freedom is
incomplete without social and
economic freedom, Shri Advani
added.

He criticized those who pitted
Gandhiji against Dr. Ambedkar and
thereby doing disservice to the
memories of both these great men.
Their paths were different, but their
goal was the same, he added.

Shri Advani said from a
different perspective, the RSS also

I feel dhanya  after visiting
Dr. Ambedkar’s birthplace : Advani

From Our Correspondent

Advani unveils Ambedkar Memorial
An impressive national memorial in honour of Dr. Ambedkar, called

the Bhim Birthplace Memorial, was also unveiled by Shri L.K. Advani.
Over 100,000 people from various parts of Madhya Pradesh and the

rest of the country, especially Maharashtra had converged at Mhow (It
was renamed ‘Ambedkar Nagar’ by the NDA government.) Shri Madandas
Devi, Sah Karyavah of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, was also
present on the occasion.

The credit for erecting the national memorial goes to the BJP
government in Madhya Pradesh headed by Shri Shivraj Singh Chauhan.
Although Mhow is the birthplace of Dr. Ambedkar, the previous Congress
governments never cared to build a befitting monument. The foundation
stone for the project was laid on 14 April 1991 by the then BJP government
headed by Shri Sundarlal Patwa. The successor Congress government,
which ruled the state for ten years, neglected it completely. Work on the
project was restarted in right earnest only after the BJP returned to power
in 2003.
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has been contributing to the same
effort towards eradicating the evil
of untouchability and caste
discrimination in our society. The
late Balasaheb Deoras once said,
“If untouchability is not a sin, then
nothing in the world is a sin.” This
mission for social equality and social
justice is still incomplete. It must be
continued with commitment and
vigour until the goal is achieved, he
added.

Shri Advani laid stress on the
three inter-related ideals: samata,
samajik nyay and samajik
samarasata. He condemned the
Bhopal Declaration unveiled by the
previous Congress government in
Madhya Pradesh in 2002 saying it
was indeed a document that sought
to promote division and disharmony
in society in the name of social
justice. It was, indeed, an anti-Hindu
document insofar as it openly
propagated prejudice against
Hinduism. But BJP remains
committed to the three inter-related
ideals — samata, samajik nyay and
samajik samarasata. That is the
reason why the BJP has welcomed
the Supreme Court’s recent ruling
on providing 27% reservation for
OBCs in central educational
institutions, he said.

Shri Advani said in the social
field, we must unhesitatingly and
untiringly struggle against every
vestige of discrimination based on
caste. The slogan we should
popularize, and the slogan which
we should follow in practice, in
order to promote Dr. Ambedkar’s
vision of Social Democracy is: Sab
Jaati Samaan, Sab Jaati Mahaan
(All castes are equal and all castes
are great.)

In the economic field, Shri
Advani said, we must vastly
enhance opportunities for gainful
employment, focus on rejuvenation
of agriculture and other traditional

vocations on which crores of SCs,
STs and OBCs still depend, and
simultaneously open up new
avenues of prosperity linked to the
thrust areas of India’s
development.

Blaming the Congress which
has ruled India for more than five
decades for failure to bring about a
significant change in the
developmental profile of the SCs,
STs and the poor in general, Shri
Advani said, if the leadership is not
honest and upright, if the
government does not adopt the right
policies and programmes, if the
machinery whose task it is
implement those policies and
programmes is corrupt and people-

unfriendly, and if people are not
motivated by a sense of
participation in the working of the
government, we cannot expect the
lot of the poor and the downtrodden
to change much.

He said the time has come for
the SCs, STs and the poor
belonging to other sections of
society to reject the Congress
completely — both at the Centre
and in states.

Showering praise on the
Shivraj Singh Chouhan Government
for doing an excellent job Shri
Advani called upon the people to
elect it for a second term in order to
pursue its good work with greater
vigor.  n

BJP grants 33% reservation to
Women at national level

From Our Correspondent

After having amended party constitution to grant 33 percent
reservation to women in the party organization at the national level, BJP
National President Shri Rajnath Singh on April 18, 2008 nominated 3
women National Vice Presidents, 3 women National Secretaries and
inducted another 7 women to the National Executive of the party. With
this increase, the women representation in the National Executive stands
increased from 14 to 27.

The new National Vice Presidents are:
1. Smt. Jayantiben Mehta (Mumbai)
2. Smt. Anita Arya (Delhi)
3. Smt. Vijoya Chkrobarty (Assam)
The new National Secretaries are:
4. Smt. Sudha Yadav (Haryana)
5. Smt. Saroj Pande (Chhattisgarh)
6. Smt. Smriti Irani (Mumbai)
The new women members of the National Executive are:
7. Smt. Laxmikanta Chawala(Punjab)
8. Smt. Premlata Katiyar (Uttar Pradesh)
9. Smt. Sudha Malaiyya (Madhya Pradesh)
10. Smt. Bhavanaben Dev (Gujarat)
11. Smt. Nirmala Sitaraman (Andhra Pradesh)
12. Smt. Sangeeta Singh Deo (Orissa)
13. Smt. Sukhada Pandey (Bihar)

n
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On the occasion of 117th
birth anniversary of Dr B.R.
Ambedkar former BJP

President Shri M Venkaiah Naidu,
has declared that BJP would oppose
the communal politics unleashed by
the Congress party and its allies in
UPA government at the Centre. He
accused them of adopting divisive
politics and promoting communal
politics.

Accusing the Congress Party
of having become so ideologically
bankrupt and so politically pervert
today that it is willing to mortgage
the nation’s unity and integrity for
its own narrow and short-term
political interests, Shri Naidu said
that this retrograde move, if not
immediately reversed, will sow the

poisonous seed for the growth of a
new communal movement inspired
by the Two-Nation Theory that led
to the tragic partition of our
Motherland in 1947.

The Congress party’s green
signal to the policy of communal
reservations has shown that it is
willing to sacrifice the long-term
interest of the Nation and abandon
its own moorings in the national
movement for the sake of re-
establishing its hold on the minority
vote-bank.

Shri Naidu pointed out that
framers of the Constitution were
opposed to this idea of providing

BJP celebrates Dr. Ambedkar birth anniversary

Party to oppose communal politics : Naidu
From Our Correspondent

Shri Naidu and other senior BJP leaders paid floral
tributes to Dr Ambedkar at a function organized by the
SC Morcha at the Party office. Shri Deep Singh Sonkar,
SC Morcha President, Delhi Pradesh welcomed the
gathering. Shri Ramlal, BJP General Secretary
(Organisation), Shri Kailash Meghwal, Vice-President
spoke on the occasion. Dr Harshavardhan, President
Delhi Pradesh BJP was also present.

Classes, the existing reservations for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes stand removed from the
minority institution.

Shri Naidu said the government
has taken up the argument to justify
the move that in the matter of
education, caste is alien to Islam
and Christianity. But the same
government comes out with a
contrary argument to enlarge the
Scheduled Caste category to include
Muslims and Christians in
employment. This is nothing but
double standard and vote bank
politics. Shri Naidu said Dr Baba
Saheb Ambedkar was a messiah of
poor and depressed classes and his
championing the cause of oppressed
class has really cemented national
integration. The Congress didn’t
recognize the great services by Dr
B.R. Ambedkar and took years to
confer Bharat Ratna award on the
great son of the country, he added.

He cautioned the people
against the vote bank politics of
pseudo-secularists who are ought
to destroy our culture. n

reservations based on religion and
extending the benefits of
reservations to religious converts.
But the Congress and its allies are
resorting to anti-Constitutional
measures by providing reservations
on religion basis. The Congress is
attempting to divide the nation by
providing religion based
reservations, he said.

Shri Naidu said that because of
exclusion of Minority educational
institutions from the purview of new
reservation policy for Backward
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The Rajasthan Government
has released the first
instalment - valued at Rs.130

crore - of the relief package
announced for farmers whose kharif
crops were damaged by an
unexpected cold wave and frost
earlier this year. The relief has been
sent to the Collectors of 20 districts
for disbursement to farmers. State
Disaster Management and Relief
Minister Shri Laxminarain Dave said
that the total relief package would
amount to Rs.177 crore and the
balance amount of Rs.47 crore
would be released shortly.

Shri Dave pointed out that over
2.93 lakh farmers across the State
were affected by the cold wave in
January and February this year and
the relief required for them was
calculated after an extensive
survey of damage caused to the
crops.

The relief package includes
waiver of electricity bills for four
months worth Rs.15 crore due
against small and marginal farmers.
The relief will be provided to farmers
whose 50 per cent or more crops
were damaged.  Shri. Dave said the
relief would be paid at the rate of
Rs.3,000 per hectare for non-irrigated
land, Rs.4,000 per hectare for land
irrigated by wells and canals and
Rs.6,000 per hectare for land irrigated
by ground water extracted by diesel
pumps.

All the marginal farmers who
suffered damage in an area
measuring less than one hectare and
small farmers with an area between

one and two hectares
will get the assistance.
Big farmers will get the
relief only to the extent
of damage caused in
two hectares of their
land.

The BJP Minister
said the short-term
loans of farmers in the
affected villages would
be converted into long-term loans,
while action would be launched for
protection of cattle and supply of
water in the areas. The revenue

Rajasthan

Raje govt releases relief package to farmers
Crops were damaged due to cold wave

From Our Correspondent

collection would also be
deferred in these villages.
The highest amount of
Rs.33.97 crore as relief
has been sanctioned to
Sriganganagar district,
followed by Rs.28.57
crore to Jhalawar and
Rs.27 crore to Jaipur.
Other districts getting
the relief are Tonk, Sawai

Madhopur, Sirohi, Sikar, Rajsamand,
Pali, Nagaur, Kota, Jodhpur,
Jhunjhunu, Jaisalmer, Churu, Bundi,
Ajmer, Baran, Barmer and Bikaner.nnnnn

The mercy plea of Mohammad
Afzal, a death row convict in
the 2001 Parliament attack

case, does not find mention in a
home ministry document, sent after
a Right to Information request.
Interestingly, among the cases
enumerated, it shows that one mecry
plea by a MP convict was disposed
of within a week.

In reply to a Right to
Information application of a Delhi
resident Subhash Chandra Agrawal
wherein he had sought details on
mercy pleas pending till date before
the President, the Home Ministry
came up with a list of 24 death row
convicts, but there is no reference

RTI

Where is Afzal's mercy petition?

to Afzal.
A Jaish-e-Mohammad activist,

Afzal had approached former
President APJ Abdul Kalam in late
2006, seeking clemency after the
Supreme Court upheld his death
sentence on August 4, 2005, and
subsequently dismissed his review
and curative petition. In reply to
Agrawal's RTI plea filed on
December 17, 2007, the pendency
list named 24 convicts including
those in connection with Rajiv
Gandhi's assassination-Murugan,
Santhan and Arivu-crucially misses
out on the name of Mohammad
Afzal.

(Courtesy : Swadeshi Patrika) nnnnn

~~~~~~[[[ ~~~~~~
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delegation that “Agriculture is the
backbone of Indian economy. If we
come up with world class
infrastructure, storage and
transportation facilities then India
could feed not only Japan but also
other countries in Asia. India and

Japan together
can make a big
difference.”

Shri Singh
further said
that on coming
to power, as it
was expected
to happen
under the
a s t u t e

leadership of BJP’s prime ministerial

A Japanese CEOs delegation waits upon BJP President

With top-class infrastructure, India
can feed the world : Rajnath Singh

From Our Correspondent

A  delegation of economic
experts and CEO’s of
certain major corporate

houses from Japan led by Dr. Haruo
Shimada, President Chiba University
of Commerce and former Economic
Advisor to the Prime Minister of

Japan, called on the BJP National
President Shri Rajnath Singh at his
residence, 38 Ashok Road in New
Delhi on April 13. Calling India the
land of immense economic potential
Japanese delegation discussed
various aspects of Indo-Japanese
relations in the field of commerce
and industry.

BJP President underlined the
need to further strengthen the
existing economic ties between the
two countries. Dr Shimada told Shri
Singh that Japan could share its
expertise with India in areas of
infrastructure development,
manufacturing industry, science
and technology, whereas India
could help Japan with its vast human
resource which includes a large pool
of skilled professionals in the field
of Information Technology and also
strengthen food security in their
country.

Shri Rajnath Singh told the

candidate Shri L K Advani, the NDA
government would certainly work
in this direction.

Recalling the regime of Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee led NDA
Government at the Centre Shri
Rajnath Singh termed it as a
remarkable period in the history of
Indo-Japanese bilateral relations. He
expressed hope that the growing
relations between India and Japan
would continue to be amicable and
cordial in future as well. BJP has
always favoured warm and vibrant
relations with Japan.

At the end of the meeting Dr.
Shimada expressed his gratitude and
extended invitation to Sri Rajnath
Singh to visit Japan later this year.n

Tripura CPM minister quits over terror links
From Our Correspondent

   The ruling Left Front in Tripura was faced with a major
embarrassment when a CPM Minster had to resign from his post on
April 17 over his alleged links with jehadis in Bangladesh.

 Tripura Food and Civil Supplies Minister Sahid Choudhury put
in his papers amid pressure from Opposition, with Congress and BJP
accusing him of having links with Mamun Mian, a Bangladeshi national
having HuJI links.  nnnnn

IMF says India’s growth will
decline to 7.9% this year

In the backdrop of the global financial turmoil, the IMF has projected
that India’s economic growth rate would slip to 7.9 per cent in 2008 from
9.2 per cent in the previous year. In 2009, the Indian economy will expand
at slightly higher rate of 8 per cent, stated the IMF’s World Economic
Outlook, released in Washington. The report further said weak export
demand and higher financing costs will dampen the growth of private
investment, the key driver of growth.  (PTI) n
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A fter discussion with NDA
partners, BJP will launch a
nationwide agitation plan

against price rise. This was decided
in a meeting of Central BJP Office-
bearers attended by Shri L.K.
Advani and presided over by Shri
Rajnath Singh to draw up the
blueprint for a nationwide agitation
against price rise.

BJP President Shri Rajnath
Singh has set up a five-member
committee consisting of  Deputy
Leader of BJP Parliamentary Party
in Rajya Sabha, Smt. Sushma Swaraj,
General Secretary Shri Arun Jaitley,
BJP Spokespersons, Shri Ravi
Shankar Prasad and Shri Prakash
Javadekar, Shri Rajya Sabha MPs,
BJP Gerneral Secretary Shri Vijay
Goel and National Secretary Shri
Balbir Punj, MP (RS).
Political Resolution adopted

The committee will work out the
nitty-gritty of the proposed
nationwide agitation. The BJP
central office-bearers meeting
adopted a political resolution, in
which the party criticised the
Congress-led UPA government at
the Centre for its handling of the
price rise situation.

The resolution pointed out that
during the Vajpayee government,
prices of all essential food items rice
and wheat were cheaper and so
were petrol, diesel, steel and cement.
Under the Congress-led UPA
government at the Centre, prices
have gone up by 130 to 260 per cent.

Far from acting in concert to
tackle price rise, the resolution noted
that the government was speaking
in contradictory terms. When Union
Finance Minister Shri P.

Chidambaram was denying in the
Parliament that there was
cartelisation in steel, Union Minister
of State Shri Jitin Prasad denied that
there was any cartelisation in steel.

BJP Central Office-bearers meet

Party to launch nationwide stir
From Our Correspondent

The BJP resolution demanded that
through the PDS the government
should supply wheat, rice, sugar,
edible oil and pulses at reasonable
prices.     n

NDA has decided to organize a human chain by its MPs around
Parliament building on April 24 as a mark of protest against failure of the
UPA government to control rising prices.

It has also been decided to organize a nation-wide strike on May in
which people from every walk of life in every part of the country will
participate.

This was announced by Shri V. K. Malhotra, Deputy Leader of BJP
Parliamentary Party in Lok Sabha after a meeting of NDA MPs in Delhi. n

NDA TO PROTEST AGAINST PRICE RISE

Human chain by MPs on
April 24

Nation-wide General
Strike on May 2
From Our Correspondent
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Gujarat Chief Minister Shri
Narendra Modi declared in
Delhi on April 19 that BJP

government is building a nano-city
and the Gujarat International
Financial Tax city (GIFT) at
Gandhinagar. It is also going ahead
with its plans to connect all its
villages with broadband facilities in
the next two months, he added.

Inaugurating the Assocham
organized Gujarat Summit in Delhi
Shri Modi said that the hundred-
storeyed nano city would have ultra
modern facilities from human
resources development to process
houses for which the process for
construction could shortly
commence.

Likewise, the proposed GIFT
would be built by one company that
created Shanghai in China for which
necessary formalities were being
completed, he said.

Shri Modi said since Gujarat
had become number one IT power
in entire Asia and number two in the
world, it was committed to provide
broadband facilities to all its villages
in the next 65 days.

He said the State had, in the last
fiscal, achieved an agricultural
growth rate of 11 per cent against
the all-India average agri-GDP (gross
domestic product) of around three
per cent. The agricultural income of
Gujarat during 2001-02 was Rs. 9,000
crore only and its agriculture
flourished in the last five years and
today the situation was such that
the State’s farmers were making their
transactions in the field itself, he
said further.

Shri Modi
claimed: “The State
has concentrated
more towards creation
of infrastructure, be it
water grid, pipeline
network, IT network,
port and rail and air
network, Gujarat is the
best.”

He said within a
span of 700 days,
Gujarat laid a water
pipeline measuring
1,400 km to supply
drinking water to 800 villages.
Similarly, the State would be creating
petroleum pipeline network to
ensure that entire Gujarat was
connected with Gas pipeline
network.

He invited the industry to
participate in Gujarat Invest Summit,
scheduled for January 12 and 13,
2009, and park its investment as in

CM invites industry to invest in the State

Gujarat to build nano,
GIFT city : Narendra Modi

WOOING INVESTORS: Assocham President
Venugopal Dhoot (left) welcoming Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi (centre) at the ‘Invest Gujarat’ programme
in New Delhi (Photo: Courtesy: The Hindu)

the next few years the entire Gujarat
and its coastal areas would not
have an inch of land to absorb
investment.

In his welcome address, the
Assocham President Shri
Venugopal N. Dhoot praised the
initiatives the Gujarat administration
had been taking to develop the State
socially and economically.

Violence in Nandigram,
woman gangraped

Nandigram was witness to another spell of Violence after CPM
workers allegedly attacked villagers in Gokulnagar area and gangraped a
50-year-old woman. Three persons, including the woman, were shifted to
the SSKM Hospital in Kolkata on April 19.

In her complaint to the Nandigram police station, the woman claimed,
according to a Times of India report, that she was also among those
raped on March 14, 2007.

~~~~~~[[[ ~~~~~~
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H imachal Pradesh
Government has raised the
demand for being

compensated for helping maintain
the ecological balance in the
country.  Chief Minister Prof. Prem
Kumar Dhumal has demanded that
the State should be given carbon
credits for preserving its forest
cover.

 “Himachal has”, the Pradesh
Government claims, “standing
forests worth Rs 1.5 lakh crores and
we can easily supplement our
income by exploiting this resource,
but we have taken a conscious
decision to preserve and expand the

green cover.”
Prof. Dhumal says he has raised

the matter at every available platform
and personally discussed the issue
with the Union Minister of State for
Environment claiming cost benefits
of Rs 1,000 crore annually in lieu of
the carbon credits earned by the
country for the ecological balance it
continues to maintain. In doing so
the State has sacrificed huge
revenue.

Prof. Dhumal argues that if
European countries like Switzerland,
Austria and Finland can get carbon
credits, why can’t Himachal be
compensated similarly for

maintaining the ecological balance
in the country. The State has over
the years, he claims, taken a number
of measures to save its forests. The
most important of these has been
the switch over to the use of
cardboard boxes for packaging of
fruits and vegetables, leading to a
sharp reduction in the allotment of
timber under timber distribution (TD)
rights. The packaging of fruits and
vegetables in wooden boxes
required 3.5 lakh to 4 lakh cu m of
timber for which green trees were
felled each tear, while an equal
quantity of timber was required to
meet the demand for distribution of
timber under the TD rights.

Further, Prof. Dhumal states
that the United Nation Framework
Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) provides vast scope for
a hill State like Himachal Pradesh,
with a huge potential for
hydroelectricity generation, to earn
carbon credits. The hydroelectric
projects provide cleaner power
compared to the highly polluting
coal-based thermal plants.

The Government is in the
process of formulating a policy on
climate change, specifically with a
view to earning carbon credits and
protecting the fragile hill
environment. The final document is
expected to be ready by December
this year, after which schemes will
be framed for various sectors for
earning carbon credits. The projects
will be registered with the
designated national authority, after
which the UNFCC will carry out third

Himachal has done its national duty

It’s now for nation to
reciprocate, says Prof. Dhumal

From Our Correspondent

Media supports Dhumal move, editorially
In an editorial headlined “Commons Sense”, The Times of India says,

“Dhumal’s suggestion is on the lines of the internationally accepted practice
of compensating users of green technology by giving them carbon
credits…There has been talk of initiatives to make forest communities
stakeholders in conservation. This approach is in sync with providing
cash incentives to communities for protecting forests…These financial
incentives should not be seen as subsidies, but necessary policy
interventions to protect the environment. They should complement existing
environment protection laws and encourage local communities to be active
participants in conservation programme….”

The Tribune says Prof. Dhumal “has made an interesting
demand….Since the Centre had taken control of forests in the country in
1976, Himachal has lost a sizeable income it used to earn from the forests…A
ban on tree felling has deprived people of their timber requirement…Since
the forests absorb harmful gases, check land erosion and floods, and
maintain bio-diversity, their value is beyond question….”

Hindi dailies, Dainik Tribune, Divya Himachal and Jagaran have
also hailed Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal’s initiative in this behalf.

Divya Himachal says it should be construed as an issue not of the
State but of the whole country to save and conserve energy by introduction
of  They have also welcomed his decision to save energy by introducing
CFL in the whole State by December 25, 2008.
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party validation before issuing
certifying emission reduction units
(CERs). Already, some private
sector micro-hydel projects, and the
192 MW Allian Duhangan project,
have been registered with the
designated authority for earning
CERs.

Last year, Himachal Pradesh
became the first State in Asia and
the second in the world to introduce
a scheme for selling carbon credits
to the World Bank directly for
villagers who could earn Rs 3,000 to
Rs 5,000 per hectare annually by
raising plantations for a period of 30
years. The scheme will provide a
much-needed fillip to the
participatory forest management
programme in the country. In all, new
plantations will be raised in over
12,000 hectares of degraded and
fallow land under the scheme in a
phased manner. Only land lying
fallow since 1990 can be taken up
for plantation. The Forest
Department has identified 25
species, including fruit and medicinal
plants like mango, fig and amla,
which not only have a good
capacity for carbon sequestration,
but also help regulate the
hydrological cycle.

The World Bank has agreed in
principle to extend the facility of
carbon credit financing to
encourage people to raise forests on
private and community land under
the Mid-Himalayan Watershed
Development Project. This makes
India the first country in Asia and
only second in the world to have a
scheme for selling carbon credits to
the bank to directly benefit the
growers.

New plantations will be raised
in over 12,000 hectares of degraded
and fallow land under the scheme in
a phased manner. The growers will
be paid Rs 25,000 per hectare for
raising the plantation, and Rs 5,000

per hectare annually for 10 years for
protecting and maintaining it. The
World Bank, in fact, has selected
Himachal Pradesh for introducing
carbon credit financing because of
its excellent performance in the
implementation of the Kandi project,

and particularly because of the high
level of community participation and
overwhelming involvement of
womenfolk. The project was
implemented through a society to
facilitate fast decision-making, and
funds were given directly. n

In a major embarrassment to the
CPM, which is converting Kannur
into a killing field of activists of RSS
and other political rivals, the Kerala
High Court has come down heavily
on it, for failure to prevent CPM-
RSS clashes, biased police
investigations and delayed trial
aimed at helping the murder
accused. This is the second time in
a month, the Kerala High Court has
passed damaging observations on
the CPM’s murder politics in
Kannur.

Hearing the bail applications of
three RSS swayamsevaks, Justice
R. Basant came down heavily on
the CPM and its youth and student
organisations. The Justice called for
all the details of investigation and
prosecution of CPM-RSS clashes
and murders within 45 days and
warned that if the government
response was not adequate, the
court would order a CBI
investigation or constitute special
courts for expeditious trial.

“The madness and barbarity in
Thalassery must be put an end to.
Righteousness has to reassert itself
there. This is the yearning of sublime
polity. The political system and
judicial institution cannot avoid the
blame for the unfortunate state of
affairs in Kannur district. Immediate
punishment and not the severity of

punishment is the best insurance
for a crime-free society.”

Criticising the police, which has
become the boot-lickers of Home
Minister Kodiyeri Balakrishnan who
is aiding and abetting CPM murders
on RSS in Kannur, the Judge
observed, “Biased investigators,
partisan attitude of the investigators
dancing to the tunes of the political
masters and the consequent
dissatisfaction in the public mind is
an important reason for such a
climate of violence. The state must
constitute an unbiased Special
Investigation Team (SIT) of efficient
persons with no disturbance to their
continuance to the post, before they
completed the mission.”

Justifying the special interest
shown by the court in the recurring
murder politics in Kannur, Justice
Basant said, “The extraordinary
situations may call for unique
responses. Judicial institutions have
to act with sobriety and equanimity
but with firmness and dexterity of
purpose.”

Earlier, when Justice Ramkumar
called for deployment of central
forces in Kannur, CPM state
secretary Pinarayi Vijayan had
lashed out at him, saying the Judge
was acting against the Constitution
and straying out of his brief.
(Report courtesy: Organiser) n

CPM murder politics

Kerala High Court raps CPM again
By S. Chandrasekhar
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BJP Chartered Accountants
Cell organized a programme
on the theme of ‘Knowledge

Economy- the growth propellant for
India’ on April 19, 2008 attended by
about 225 representatives from all
over the Country. Dr. Pranav Pandya
(Global head Gayatri Parivar ) was
the Chief Guest. BJP National
President Shri Rajnath Singh
presided over the programme while
BJP National Secretary Shri Prabhat
Jha, MP, Shri Suresh Prabhu MP, and
Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy were the
Guests of Honour. CA Cell National
Convener Shri Gopal K.
Agarwal was the brain
behind the programme.

In his welcome address
Ca Gopal k Agarwal outlined
the theme of the seminar. He
said that from the beginning
of the human civilization
knowledge has played a
crucial role in the
development of the country.
Explaining the increasing role
of chartered accountants in
nation building, he expressed that
outcome of such programmes would
help in enhancing the pace of
economic development of the
country and would bring prominent
chartered accountants of the
country to the party fold.

 State Conveners and delegates
of the Cell from many parts of the
country  attended it, namely CA Raj
Kumar Sharma (Assam), CA Suman
Kr. Agarwal (Haryana), CA Sanjay
Kapoor (Punjab), CA B.L. Dusad
(Rajasthan), CA Nalini
Padmanabhan (Tamil Nadu), CA

Sanjay Gupta (Uttarakhand), CA
Dhanpat Agarwal (West Bengal), CA
Akhilesh Jain (Madhya Pradesh).

In his key note address Dr.
Pranav Pandya exhaustively dealt
with many aspect of Knowledge
Economy. Everybody was
spellbound by his speech and in
depth analysis of the subjects.

In his presidential speech, Shri
Rajnath Singh spoke from his heart,
giving a spiritual dimension to the
whole subject expounding science
and spirituality and how broad mind
and expanded mind is directly

proportional to the happiness of the
individual.

A journal was released by the
President in the presence of the
editorial board comprising of Ca Anil
Sharma, editor, and Ca Gopal k
Agarwal, CA Anil Gupta, Ca
Avineesh Matta and Ca Sushil
Gupta. The journal covers forty
relevant topics giving details of
Knowledge Economy and its role on
economic development in various
sectors of the economy.

In the first technical session CA
Anil Sharma spoke on four pillar of

Knowledge Economy and Shri
Prabhat Jha spoke on the Importance
of Knowledge, only if it is for the
welfare of the people otherwise it is
futile. His speech was very
emotional and provoked all to work
with dedication in their duties. Shri
Suresh Prabhu spoke on Chinese
model of development which is
based on consumption of energy
and natural resources and therefore
harmful. Our model should be based
on conservation and talked in
detailed about 6Es namely: energy,
efficiency, environment, ecology,

economy and equity as
pillars of sustainable
world. Shri Chandra
Wadhwa, President
Institute of Cost and
Works Accountant spoke
of the role of Knowledge
Economy in service
sector.

In the 2nd technical
session chaired by CA
Gopal K Agarwal, CA Anil
Gupta gave a powerful

presentation on Role of CAs in the
nation building. All the state
conveners appraised the house of
the activities they plan for the
organization building at respective
state levels.

Two resolutions were also
passed at the convention. One, on
the need for immediate corrective
action required to put the economy
back on the growth path moved by
CA Gopal Kedia. The second was
on the Role of CA’s in the nation
building forcefully put by CA
Manmohan Khema. Both the

CA Cell organizes 1st National
convention of Chartered Accountants

From Our Correspondent
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resolutions were passed
unanimously.

In the valedictory session on
the theme of ‘A developed India
2020’ CA Vinod Jain coordinated the
session.  In this valedictory address
Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy pointed out
the need of a vision with a long term
perspective that can only lead to the
economic development of the
country. He gave several examples
of initiatives taken by NDA regime
which resulted in the prosperity of
the country.

In this concluding remark CA
Gopal K. Agarwal spoke on how this
convention has helped in spreading
the organization.

On the 18th April at the party
office a meeting of all the state
conveners/co-conveners and the
core team was organized and
addressed by Shri Ramlal, General
Secretary (Organization).

Some of the prominent
participants in the seminar were Ca
N C Maheshwari, president
Commodity Participants
Association of India (CPAI), Ca R C
Maheshwari, president Depository
Participant Association of India
(DPAI), Ca H P Singh, controlling
finance of Gayatri Parivar, Ca M K
Rustagi president Noida
Management Association (NMA),
Ca Sanjay Tandon, secretary BJP
Chandigarh and Haryana, and
Northern India regional council
members like Ca B D Gupta, and other
active members of the cell like Ca
Ashok Goyal, past convener Ca
Ramesh Chandiwala, Ca Gopal
Kedia, and Ca Sushil Gupta. Other
prominent personalities present
were Shri T N Pandey former
chairman CBDT, Dr J P  Gupta,
chairman Apex body Art of Living,
CA Kirit Somaiya former MP, Dr
Mahesh Sharma, Shri O P Kohli
Secretary BJP Parliamentary Party,
Shri Shanmukhnatham. n

BJP retains Betul Lok Sabha seat

Party now upbeat in MP
From Our Correspondent

BJP retained Betul Lok Sabha seat in Madhya
Pradesh when its candidate Shri Hemant Khandelwal
romped home successful in the bye-election with a
respectable margin of 35,440 over his nearest Congress
rival. Shri Khandelwal polled a total of 3, 00,674 votes
against 2, 65,234 scored by his Congress rival Shri
Sukhdev Panse, a sitting MLA. The BJP has won this
seat for the fifth time in a row. Samajwadi Party MLA
Sunilam came fourth bagging only 21,698 votes, while
Rewaram, one of the seven independents, came third bagging 23,051 votes.

Victory of people's love and
workers' hard work : Chouhan

A beaming
M a d h y a
Pradesh Chief
Minister Shri
Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has
described the
party's victory
in the Betul Lok
Sabha bye-
election as a
victory in the
semi-final, adding that from now onwards his focus would be on winning
the final match of Assembly elections.

Addressing a press conference at his residence, the Chief Minister
termed the victory of Shri Hemant Khandelwal as the victory of the `hard
work' of party workers and the love and trust reposed by the common
people in the working of the BJP. This victory has proved that elections
could be won on the strength of achievements in the field of development
and carrying out welfare works. In the face of good work done by the
government, the people cannot be misled by any disinformation campaign.
The people have put seal to the number of welfare schemes including Ladli
Laxmi Yojna, he claimed.

In Shri Shivraj Singh Chouhan's view, inflation was a big issue in this
bye-election.

The Chief Minister clarified that he never made winning of this seat
as a prestige issue. I am a humble servant of the people and this is the
victory of the people, he said. n
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As a counter to the official drama of a Olympic Torch relay,
political stalwarts, celebrities and social activists alike extended
their wholehearted support for the cause of a 'Free Tibet' along
with thousands of Tibetan refugees by organising a mock torch
relay from Rajghat to Jantar Mantar on April 17.

Jantar Mantar became the epicenter of the Tibetan protests
with the protesters staging street plays and singing freedom songs.
Once the Olympic torch relay began, they raised their pitch.

A number of celebrities, social activists and political stalwarts
like Shri George Fernandes, Smt. Jaya Jaitly, Kirti Azad, and many
others took part in the Tibetan rally. Shri Fernandes made a plea to
the government to stop importing Chinese goods in support of
Tibet. At the same time, Mrs Jaitly said that Olympic torch relay
had lost its shine before the Olympic games.

Around 500 people, including 100 Indians, participated in the
mock relay.

The Farce of Olympic Torch relay
From Our Correspondent

The Beijing Olympic torch relay did complete its run in New
Delhi on April 17 in a perfectly orchestrated government function.
The public was absent. The only persons visible were about 20,000
policemen to keep the people away in what was supposed to be a
sarkari jamboree, as a newspaper put it.

Many eminent personalities, notable among them being Smt.
Kiran Bedi, Sachin Tendulkar, Jaspal Rana, sarod player Ayaan Ali
Bangash refused to join the torch run. The unprecedented
restrictions on movement of people on the 2.3 km stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhawan to India Gate put the people to great
inconvenience.  According to reports, even some VIP invitees could
not make it to the venue because of unprecedented police
bandobast and security.

w The Olympic Torch relay caused an unprecedented traffic jam
in Delhi.

w As a result, more than 15 flights were delayed. More than 200
tickets were cancelled.

w Roads were blocked from 6.16 PM to 7.30 PM

w Traffic jam lasted from 6.15 PM to midnight.
n

Political bigwigs
participate in mock relay

 From Our Correspondent

Thousands of BJP workers led by
Delhi Pradesh BJP president Dr Harsh
Vardhan on April 17 started march on
foot from Shahidi Park to India Gate in
New Delhi demanding autonomous
Tibet, supporting the struggling
Tibetans and opposing China’s
suppression in Tibet.. All the marching
workers were arrested by the Police.

Speaking on the Occasion Dr.
Harsh Vardhan said that Olympic
March relay Race is organized for the
world goodwill. By murdering the
sportsmanship spirit, UPA Government
has turned the Olympic march relay race
into “Terrorism Relay race” while
bowing before Chinas because of love
of communist parties for China.  UPA
surrender before the China repression
in Tibet is against the self-respect of
this great democratic country.

A large gathering led by Dr. Harsh
Vardhan alongwith BJYM President
Shri Anil Sharma,  Mahila Morcha
President Smt. Vaishakha Shalani and
Sarvshri Pawan Sharma, Sahib Singh
Chauhan, Rajiv Babbar, Jai Prakash, and
others started surging ahead. It broke
down the police barricades. Heavy
police force was deployed on this
occasion. At the end police made
announcement of arresting all of them.
A large number of women and youth
participated in Today’s march. They
were shouting slogans “Tibetans do
struggle – BJP is with you, give
autonomy to Tibet – Give independence
to Tibet, UPA govt is worthless it is to
be changed, stop murder of Hindus in
Tibet”.  n

BJP workers
protest against

repression in Tibet
From Our Correspondent
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