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» You can fool all the people all the time if
right and the budget is big enough.

[(®2]

UFA budget or Congress
election manifesto?

12
The UPA government headedtheir valuable votes to UPA on
by a Prime Minister, himself being hypnotized by the false and
an economist, has tall promises held to them? Had it
obliterated the distinction betweendone immediately on assuming
/ what is a general budget and whabffice what it has done in the latest
is an election manifesto of a political budget, precious lives would have
party or an alliance. The budgetbeen saved. According to reports,
presented by Finance Minister Shrion an average daily 8 farmers commit
P. Chidambaram reads like ansuicide in the country. But it,
election manifesto more of the probably, thought that since the
»1Congress and less of the UPA. Avoters’ memory is short, what it does
budget is for the common citizens may not transform itself into votes
and an election manifesto is for theafter 4-5 years. So it allowed the
general voters. The latter documenthapless farmers to die in wait for the
addresses to the needs andight moment to act and cultivate a
demands of the general voter, bubumper harvest of votes. That
the UPA budget fails to do that speaks volumes for UPA'’s, and
even; it is directed only towards a particularly of Congress’, sincerity,
specific, narrow constituency of honesty and trust in the common
voters. Since the present budget iwoter.
the last one by the incumbent About 15 months back, Prime
government, it has tried to make it Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh did
as a parting gift to the people announce a package for farmers, but
knowing fully well that after the of Vidarbha alone, not of the whole
elections whenever held, itis notcountry. Why? Only Dr. Manmohan
going to be back on the treasurySingh knows. That the UPA
benches. announced a 60 thousand crore
This year's budget is for the package for farmers, firstly, after the
voters, not for the common citizens.BJP-led NDA forced adjournment
No effort has been spared to allureof the two Houses of Parliament
and entice the voters. Itis a crudedemanding special package for
attempt at buying votes with the farmers and, secondly, it is now the
aam aadmis hard earned money. election year to instantly encash the
Otherwise, why did UPA startle incentives announced in the form
out of its four-year slumber on of votes.
farmers’ suicides — the issue on Vidarbha package failed to
which it sought people’s votes in result even in reducing the rate of
2004 — only after about four years?farmer suicides, not to speak of
Why did the heart of UPA not bleed altogether ending this curse. There
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not willing to stand it — that the for the 90 districts which have a infringement of the word and spirit
package will turn out to be a boon minority majority. Rs. 80 crores has of the Constitution. Let the UPA
for farmers and suicides by thembeen provided for stipend for not create a situation in which it
would be a thing of the past. students in pre-matriculation looks a crime to be a member of the
And then, there still remains a classes. majority community.
guestion mark. FM has not provided For modernization of madarsa Congress has indulged in this
Rs. 60,000 crores for farmers in theeducation Rs. 60 crores has beemgame of appeasement since the very
budget. From where and from whichset apart. 444 new branches pfbeginning. It never received more
head of account will this money be scheduled banks will be opened jnthan 43.6 percent of the votes in
diverted for farmers? How will banks districts with a majority of minority| any election, out of which 12-15
be reimbursed for the losses theycommunity. An additional provision percent were of the Muslims. Late
will suffer on this account? Will itf of Rs. 75 crores has been made foEmt. Indira Gandhi surreptitiously
not cause loss to the banks? HowNational Minority Development created a Muslim-majority district
will the overwhelming majority] Commission and Financial in Kerala. UPA in its Common
among farmers be helped who haveCorporation. What does it all Minimum Programme has provided
raised loans at exorbitant rates ofamount to? for reservation on the basis of
interest from private moneylenders UPA is the least worried to find religion. There are reports of Smt.
2sSonia Gandhi hobnobbing with
sJamait-e-Ulema.
Unfortunately, the budget
2sremains silent on providing relief to
the aam aadmigetting crushed
budgeting to the successor According to the statistics, the under the weight of uncontrolled
government. That speaks volumescondition of Muslims is worse than prices. No provision has been made
for the purity of UPA’s intentions| other backward classes in manyfor combating terrorism. On the
BJP President Shri Rajnathrespects. 59% of Muslims arg other hand, recruitment of minorities
Singh had time again beepnilliterate and only 10% of students in para-military forces is being
demanding a special session ofgo to school out of which only 8% encouraged.
Parliament to discuss the problemgeach the higher level of education. = What the Congress has
facing the agriculture and farming Their share in government serviceésunleashed is a very dangerous game
community so that ways and meangoo is less. for the unity and emotional
to solve them could be thrashed qut ~ But who is to be blamed for all integration of the country. Today,
through consensus. But thethis? Out of the 60 years qof they are extending reservations on
suggestion has fallen on deaf earsindependence, Congress orthe basis of religion. Tomorrow,
Another disturbing factor has Congress-supported governmentghey may give them representation
been the communalization of the have been in power for more than 45n Parliament and State assemblies,
budget. What are the intentions ofyears. It can, under no which our constitution-makers
this government? Is it leading the circumstances, absolve itself of therefused under any circumstances.
country on the path of responsibility for keeping the Congress may even go in for
communalism? Is it trying to push Muslim community poor and providing separate electorates for
the country towards another backward. Hindus and Muslims.
partition of the country o Poverty, everybody knows, has The Congress under
communal lines? no caste or creed. Can we make antoxication of power is short-
Today they are dividing the distinction between a Muslim poor sighted and does not care for the
nation’s funds and resources onand a Hindu poor? We cannot. Thatong-term harmful effects of such
communal lines. Tomorrow, for the is why our Constitution provides policies to the nation. Just for its
sake of votes, they may go to theequality for all and provided that no vote bank unfortunately, it is willing
extent of dividing the country on discrimination could be exercised gnto go to any extent to appease
communal lines. A provision of Rs. grounds of caste, creed, sex pminorities, no matter whether the
3780 crores has been made underegion. The present attempt atunity and integrity of the nation is
multipurpose development project communalizing budget is clearly an maintained or gets disintegrated.
March 16-31, 2008 m 4
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Discussion on a Motion of Thanks to the President for h&ddress

A few becoming richemany
turning poorer : Advani

BJP had already described the President’'s Address to both Houses of Parliament as a
mere ritual and directionless. The address had omitted to mention many of the burning
problems of the country.

When the Motion of Thanks for the President's Address came up for discussion in both
Houses of Parliament, BJP members took the UPA government and its allies to task. The
attack was led by the Leader of Opposition Shri Lal Krishna Advani in Lok Sabha.

We publish below the synopsis of the speeches made by our Members of Parliament in the
two Houses for the information of our readers. Full text of their speeches is being published
in a booklet form separately.

T here is much off loan of the farmers. | would definitely like to know
likelihood that this  as to why the Government did not make any provision
President’s Address in the Budget, if the banks are going to waive off such
on which this House huge loans?

is debating upon, I, therefore, request the hon. Prime Minister to
could be the last acknowledge this House as to what provision they are
address ofthis going to make in this regard? Further it has been stated
Government. It is because of the fact that most of the the said report that the small and marginal farmers
things, which should have normally been the part of theho commit suicide hardly approach the banks for any
address have come by way of a statement by tisert of credit. They have to depend more on private
Minister. moneylenders.

This is purely a matter of conjecture but as usual | am also of the opinion that the farmers commit
we extend our thanks on the Motion of Thanks on thguicide not only because of loan. It has been further
President’s Address but regret that there is no mentistated in the said report that the farmers do commit
in the President’s Address as to how many farmesuicide due to agricultural prices.
have committed suicide in our country during the last | have also stated publicly so many times that this
one year. During the last one year we have se&@vovernment, who more often breathe in the name of
thousands of our farmers committing suicide. As pezommon people, have created a lot of problems to the
the Radhakrishnan Committee’s Report, if anybodwomen of this country by way of inflation. In the last
committing suicide it is indicative of a larger socio-four years, the one thing which has created problem to
economic malice. all and sundry especially to the weaker section of the

We do not object loan waiver scheme for thesociety is inflation. | believe that inflation is the biggest
farmers. In fact it was the need of the hour and we dailure of this Government.
not have any objection to it. But we have to delve deep For the last 6 months, there has been much
as to whether these loan waiver schemes will be abledacertainty about the election which is begetting
check suicides by the farmers. instability and, in the process, rendering the Government

We will definitely have separate discussion on ithcapable of doing justice with the governance.
but it has been repeatedly mentioned that this The President’s Address has proudly affirmed that
Government have provided Rs.60,000 crore for waivingur GDP growth rate has touched 9 per cent mark. This
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is a piece of news to be rejoiced over. But | don't concure built there. They do not allow that any Government
with the assertion that it is an inclusive growth. This isfficial should go and stay there. The nation will have

a systematic failure, which results in making a fewo understand as to who are these naxals. They are not
persons richer, while forcing many others to live inhe emancipators of proletariats. They are the power
penury. So we should strive to set things right in thisongers.

regard.

Congress Party believes in holding talks with them

The CMP of the UPA had promised to providewhile they carry the gun right in to the meeting place.
one-third representation to women in legislative bodiesn Assam, the Congress Party had a secret
Further, the Government had also suggested to fornuaderstanding with ULFA and after coming to power;
separate state of Telengana in Andhra Pradesh. | shalky re-organized themselves and waged an attack
seek the intervention of hon. Prime Minister to clear thagainst this country.

Government’s position on these two issues. Internal | understand that probably the Congress Party
security is another front on which this Government hasyould have understood that pandering to this type of

persistently, been a failure.

criminals is against the nation. As per our intelligence

Since 2004, the terrorists have been striking ireports, a large number of madarasas have sprung up
different parts of the country but they have not beeim Indo-Nepal border areas, Indo-Bangladesh border
punished. Hon. Prime Minister, in his reply, shouldareas and Assam-Bangladesh border areas which are
enlighten us about the progress made in solving thobeing used by Islamic terrorists for hiding their arms

cases.

and ammunition and waging the war against the State.

The Government has not honoured the SuprenBorder states have virtually turned into Pakistan as the
Court’s decision in the case involving Afzal Guru. Fopopulation of Muslims is growing there two times than
how long the clemency petition, if there is any, will beahat of Hindus.

kept pending?

The report given by the Ministry of Minority Affairs

Finally, the Government has launched a numbesays that Congress States with strong minority presence
of schemes, all of which, invariably, are named aftesuch as Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, Goa and Jammu &
the scions of Nehru-Gandhi family. There has beelashmir have been graded ‘poor’. This exposes the
many a great person, unrelated with that family, in owdifference between the talk and the deed. We
country, why their names do not figure with thosemplemented the schemes for the benefit of the minorities

schemes?

Naxals extracting 30% money
out of development funds

Kharbela Swain

Generally the speech of
the President is not

opposed. So | would simply
try to bring in certain
things, which should have
been included in the
Address of Her Excellency,
the President. This
perception that because of
the deprivation in the rural
areas the naxalism is raising
its head, is very wrong.

and Muslims. But the UPA Governments have not been
able to do so.

There is only one State in the entire country in
which there was a lot of agitation and unrest against
PDS and it is West Bengal. CPI (M) leaders, MLAs and
Zila Parishad Members are the dealers there. All the
reports say that it is the Congress-ruled States who
have failed to implement NREGP Programme. The
Government had given inadequate amount of only
Rs.5,500 crores in this Budget to provide electricity to
all the villages and to all the areas.

While it committed to allocate Rs. 20,000 crore for
this head, it would take another 15 years if we go by
what the Government had spent till now on this
programme.

We did the financial groundwork and they are
paying dividend to them. Can the Government show us
a single strong reformative step it took?

The Government is so scared by the Left parties.

The naxalism is succeeding to an extent in Indighe sooner, this Government is thrown out, it is
because the States are confused. The naxals are taliggier. L et the nation bring the NDA, which is a very

30 per cent from every developmental work in that aregrong alliance, to bring back prosperity to the
from all the contractors. They do not allow the roads tgountry.n

March 16-31, 2008 m 6
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Directionless Address by faceless
Government : Rajnath Singh

In Rajya Sabha, BJP President Shri Rajnath Singh launched a scathing attack on the
failure of this government on all fronts. He enumerated, one by one, the great failures of
UPA in its tenure. He also extended a hand of support if UPA came out with the Women'’s
Reservation Bill and a tough law to combat terrorism in the country. Synopsis of his speech:

I agree with the views No economist in the world can deny that NDA
expressed by Government was successful in controlling rising prices
Hon’ble Member of this and rate of inflation. National Rural Employment
House, Shri Janardan Guarantee Scheme has been referred in the Address.
Dwivediji that today, Earlier, 100 districts had been covered in NREGP scheme
there is a crisis of but now all the districts of the country have been
credibility among the included in this but it has benefited only 8% people of
public about the 100 districts | would like to know through the Prime
politics and the Minister whether any complaint has been registered
politicians in the country. But we can take up thiggainst non-implementation of this scheme in an
challenge of the crisis of credibility only by doing awayeffective manner. BJP and NDA ruled states have
with the gap between the profession and the practiamplemented it effectively.
of our politician. Many schemes were started for the development
In the first para of the Presedent’s Address, thei the country during N.D.A. Government period and
is a mention about inclusive growth. | would like towhen | was studying schemes started by this
know from the Government that who are included itGovernment, | came to this conclusion that same old
this inclusive growth? schemes are there, only their names have been changed.
What is this inclusive growth? There is no mention am of the opinion that consensus should be there
in it about price rise of essential commodities
in the country. Recently, in the wholesz For first time in independent India scheme like National
market of Mumbai, the prices of the Kabt Highway Development Project was started and along with

gram have risen form Rs. 3600 per quinta. i Norih South, East and West corridors were to be
Rs. 5000 per quintal. The prices of Mas

has risen from Rs. 3200 per quintal to linked through 6 lane roads. But work on that scheme is
4000 per quintal and the prices of Palm | either stopped or going on at a snail’s pace.
has risen from Rs. 56 per Kg to Rs 62 per | ..

Fault lies somewhere in economic policies of thamong all political parties over a people friendly and
Government. Government is not giving adequatbenefiting scheme, whether that has been initiated by
attention to remove the faults and prices of essentiahy political party.
commodities are increasing speedily. Not only at the Agriculture sector has been mentioned but | am
Centre in this country but in States also, only Congressirprised that not even one word has been said for
Party has ruled with two-third or three-fourth majority.consolation of farmers who committed suicide under
But inspite of that India with a population of over 10dndebtedness. According to a recent report six hundred
crores, has not been able to stand amongst develogadners have committed suicide in six months and
countries. It cannot be expected from Congress-leédovernmentis closing its eyes over this fact. One farmer
UPA Government that it will be successful in controllings compelled to commit suicide after every eight hour.
prices. Government is lacking will power for controllingl was Agriculture Minister in N.D.A. government and
economy. N.D.A Government was in power for 6 yeardhen Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee had called me
March 16-31, 2008 m 7




and said that a commission should be constituted teere boasting on every international forum that India
study the problems of farmers. | had given myas become self - sufficient in food-grains. But now the
acceptance that Farmers Commission should endition is such that we are importing food-grains
constituted. But there is no mention of Farmefrom other countries. Hon’ble Prime Minister should
Commission in this report. Now Expert Committee hasee as to where is something wrong or doubtful? He
been constituted under Chairmanship of Drshould set it right. We are not having buffer stock
Radhakrishnan. Again and again we are demandinghich we should have.
that Government should call a meeting of all Political | would like to ask if you really think of welfare of
Parties on the recommendations of Farmer Commissiddchedule Castes, Schedule Tribe or OBCs then why
Prime Minister visited Vidarbha last year. | alsoreservation is not given to them in minority institutions.
visited that area after some months and | was hopetMinority educational institutions should be given
that Rs.3750 crore package has been given and nosgervations. They should not be deprived of this.
farmers will not commit suicide. But after Prime Minister ~ Our country has a woman President. UPA Chairman
came back, rate of suicide of farmers was increased. Wea lady but there in no mention of women in this
have been demanding waiving of loa
for many years. Comprehensive stu

of all problems of Agriculture sectc PreSIdent’S AddreSS JUSt a “tual,

has not been done. - - .
There are many areas in Vidarbf d I reCtlon |eSS 0 B‘J P
| do not want to discuss all the are: From Our Correspondent

Even after passing of sixty yea
independence only 40% of Agricultut BJP has said that the President’s address to the joint sitting of

sector is irrigated and sixty perce Parliament was just a “ritual” which does not find a mention of important
agricultural land is not irrigated. Onl issues facing the country.

a few years ago, contribution ¢ Deputy Leader of BJP Parliamentary Party in the Lok Sabha, Prof.
agriculture sector in GDP was 25% a Vijay Kumar Malhotra the party has moved a total of 55 amendments in
now that contribution has come dov the Presidential address

to 17%. Largest population in th Prof. Malhotra said: “While important issues like creation of the
country is of farmers who ar Telangana State, the welfare package for the Kashmiri Pandits and the
producers and consumers. Fal mercy petition of Afzal Guru lack any mention, the issue of internal
Income Insurance Scheme w.: Security has not been dealt seriously.”

evolved by us and | wrote many lette Former BJP President Shri M Venkaiah Naidu said the Presidential
to Prime Minister and Agriculture SPeech was directionless.

Minister regarding this. Whether the Deputy Leader of BJP Parliamentary Party in Rajya Sabha, Smt.
is drought, flood, famine or whateve Sushma Swaraj said it was expected from a woman President to speak
crisis or natural calamity come: about the 33 per cent reservation for the fair sex in Parliament and State
farmers will be fully assured of assur Assemblies. “We also expected from her a mention about price rise which
income of his farms. Finance Ministc has affected women the most,” she said.

of this Government had praised tt
scheme and said that in future it will be implementedddress. This Government had assured that women
with certain amendments. This scheme has been putiould soon be given 33% reservation in Parliament and
the dustbin. Legislatures. | want to assure treasury benches that if
If we want to improve the condition of agriculturea Bill is brought for 33% reservation for women in
sector then there is no alternative. Green Revolution Barliament and Legislatures then B.J.P. will give its
much talked about. But this revolution was the resulinconditional support to it.
of chemical fertilizers. Now farmers are suffering dueto  Branded clothes of international companies are
chemical fertilizers. Their productivity is going down.presently entering Indian market. Our local clothes
There is need to discuss as to how we can bring farmémslonging to Kolkata, Kanchivaram, Lucknow or
of this country ahead in organic farming. Varanasi are passing through crisis of competition
What are the schemes formulated by Governme@overnment should pay attention to this factor also.
about edible items to be provided to a lay man? We | want to congratulate Scientists of Indian space
March 16-31, 2008 m 8




programme that launching of Chandrayan First is startiigday. It is a matter of concern for us. Sri Lanka is also
at the end of this year and | think first unmanned Lunar neighbouring country. Indian Government must play
Mission will be Chandrayan First. its role towards the sovereignty of Sri Lanka and
Nothing is safe from the terrorism. A number ofprotection of rights of Tamil people.
people have lost their lives in the terrorist activities  China is our big neighbouring country. But, the
even then Government claims that the situation is underdian Government must have lodged its protest over
control. No mention of any kind of commitment haghe stand taken by China towards Arunachal Pradesh.
been made in the Common Minimum Programme of the 1979, when the then Foreign Minister, Shri Atal
Government to fight the terrorism. Government’s onlyihari Bajpayee had paid a visit to China and China
commitment is to repeal “POTA”". Effective steps arenvaded North Vietnam then he had cancelled his visit
not been taken to check the terrorist activities. and came back directly to India. Leave aside the
Modernization of security forces has beercancellation of visit, we are not even able to lodge our
mentioned in this address but their morale will not bprotest effectively.
uplifted by only giving them mechanical weapons, we  This address does not mention anything about 123
have to give them legal weapons also. A stringent lamgreement. There is a lack of warmth in our relations
is required to fight this terrorism. For that, if thiswith USA and Russia both. What is the condition of
Government takes any initiative we will fully supportvarious issues like Iran Gas Pipe Line today? All these
that. should have been included in the Address.
| am happy that recently Muslim clerics in Deoband  The volatile situation prevailing in the Stock market
have stated terrorism to be anti-Islamic. | want téoday should not be repeated in future. It should have
appreciate this move of theirs. Vote bank politics shouldeen mentioned in this Address as it is not a small
not be involved in it. Each and every poor, backwarthcident. A State Regulatory Authority should be
person should be provided with special facilities. Ouconstituted to regulate the “Real Estate”. Economic
party has a clear policy: Justice to all, appeasementdibparity is rising. This gap should be minimized.
none. Even Constitution does not allow us to declare There is no mention of Nandigram in the Address.
any particular district, having majority of a particularAlso, Ramsetu is a sensitive issue so every effort should
religion as a backward area. We also oppose this. Similae made to protect the Ramsetu. Even the British did
demand was made by the Muslim League. We knownot raise a question mark on the existence of Rama but
that due to this very reason on 15th August, 1947 Indihis government has done this. If there was no existence
was divided into two parts on the basis of religion. Bpf Rama, why Mahatma Gandhi has presented the
providing facilities on the basis of religion the countryconcept of Ram Rajya in India? | think not even Rama,
will be further divided. When we say ‘Justice to all’ wethere should not be made any attempt to put question
are labeled as Communalist and when they providaark on the existence of any prophet belonging to any
these facilities on the basis of religion they are calleckligion. On looking at the whole speech, it seems that
‘Secular’. there was not any face of this government, not any
| welcome the development of North Eastdirection of this government.
Presidential Address does not mention Bangladeshi

infiltrators. They are bringing fake currency in our [ JPA sacrificed |arger interests for

country which has completely damaged the economy.

| think, the Government is trying to hide its face from vote bank pOIitiCS: Arun Jaitley

the present ground reality thereof. hen we oppose the motion of
India will also be benefited by the peace and stability Mr. Dwivedi, no disrespect is
of her neighbouring countries. Elections have already intended to the Hon’ble President.
been held in Pakistan and it is an ominous sign. We all Itis only our complete disagreement
want that India should have good relations with all her with those who drafted the Address
neighbours. Nepal is India’s neighbouring country of the President because we believe
having very cordial relations with us earlier but there is that this Government has been a
anti-India environment today. We want revival of Government that has been
democracy there. directionless and which has

In Bangladesh also anti-India forces are growingacrificed larger interests for the sake of vote bank
rapidly. Taliban is again “regrouping” in Afghanistanpolitics.
March 16-31, 2008 m 9
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| was only hoping that the real worth of the world’sthere and, therefore, you can last your Government till
largest democracy, that is, India is also realized wheand. This 8.8 % growth rate is not because of the UPA;
we really have the best available talent across the boaitds not policy driven. This was the coincidence that |
which leads the country, in various political partieshappened to be the Finance Minister during that period
There is no question of having dislike or hatred or angven if | did not take a decision the credit goes to me
such expression for any honourable leader, as far lascause my term was coextensive with this growth
this country is concerned. The President’'s Address jeriod. We are passing through a phase where
full of kudos and praises that the Government hasfrastructure is being ignored. After the recent Budget,
chosen to confer on itself. But, what is the politicabven the Finance Minister has been, at least, fair to
reality as far as the country is concerned? Do my friend@swution that in months to come the foodgrains inflation
in the UPA even remember when was the last significantill grow even higher.
political victory that they scored? A poll is due in Today if 60% of India is in the agricultural sector,
Karnataka. The President’s rule ends in Karnataka dhe plight of the farmer is apparent, that only about 18
28th May. Constitutional devises are being broughb 19 % of the GDP contribution comes from the farm
about how to make sure that the Karnataka electionsgctor. Forty percent of India is involved in
deferred. It is eleven months ago that the Delimitatiomanufacturing and services. They take away 82% of
Report on Karnataka was submitted. The geographidéle GDP. For the poor farmer, in the rural sector, only
area of the constituencies is notified. Only Polling bootht8% is there. Why does he commit suicide? He commits
have to be superimposed on them. There is a statut@yicide because he is caught in a debt trap. If Rs. 60,000
rule, Rule 24 of the Registration of Electoral Rulesgrore worth of debt is to be written off and waived, this
which says that when delimitation takes place andouse will unanimously welcome it and hail the
elections are to be held, do not postpone elections Babvernment for it. It cannot be spent without a budgetary
on a fast-track, do this superimposition exercise. Nothirgjlocation. The tragedy of Mr. Chidambaram’s Budget
is done. There is no reason why it should be postponesl.that next morning never gives a true image of that
This country is paying for the political insecurity of theBudget. The devil in his Budget is always in the detalils.
Congress Party on the eve of election here, and we wlllis only after two or three days we realize what has
continue to do that for the next few months if electioneappened. As far as economic scenario is concerned,
are held. all | have to say is that the Prime Minister has been a

I am not on what is pending in courts. | am orvery distinguished economist. But, we would now like
subversion of institutions. What has happened to ttike real economist in him to stand up. It cannot be that
CBI under this Government? What happened to eaglou are a very distinguished economist but you are a
of the tainted Ministers? You find either prosecutorsonservative during the regulatory regime; you are a
are changed or you find courts are being changed ldveralizer during Mr. Narasimha Rao’s Government;
you find appeals are not being filed. You use or misusnd you become a do-nothing in first four years of this
the institution of a Governor in order to installgovernment and in the fifth year when elections are
Governments which don’'t have a majority, then engine@earing, you resort to desperate politics as economist.
defections and create a majority. Jharkhand witness¥du have a Government which puts national security
this, Goa witnessed this. But some institutions wer@ato the background and start linking up all national
sacrosanct. We had an independent judiciary; we hadcurity requirements not only with the need to protect
a military which was non-political and professional; wendia but with the concerns of vote bank politics. Cross-
also had an Election Commission which never riggelorder terrorism has not ended. We hope our neighbour
elections. | find that a large part of the President'sn the western front is stable. There is still no comfort
Address is confined to the economic achievements of long-lasting stability. In Kashmir, except for two
this Government. But this growth rate is not on accouffidiled round-table conferences, the last four years
of any of the policies of the UPA. You have a 10 pewitnessed nothing more. You have Nepal in turmoil and
cent growth rate in the manufacturing sector and that turmoil is affecting 170 Districts in this country
close to ten per cent growth rate in the services sectarhen it becomes an epicenter for Maoist training, which
The manufacturing sector needs a policy impetus aiés made life unstable in several parts of the country.
you have a Government, which on the economic policyith Bangladesh, you have an open border from where
front, has been paralysed in the last four years. You dltegal migration takes place. The Supreme Court quashed
nothing for the chances of going wrong will not bethe provisions of the IMDT Act. And, today, you find
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11

it is not only Lashkar-e-Taiba or Hijbul- MujahideenHow can this be a policy of any Government? Ram Setu
operating from Pakistan but organizations, which haver the Adam’s Bridge is dismantled. You do it and

been outsourced by the Al-Qaeda such as Huji, arealize the political consequences of this. The
now based in Bangladesh also. In all incidents th&overnment appointed a Committee of eminent people.
have taken place each one of them, the logistical suppdtie Committee of eminent people says, “if he”, by ‘he’,

comes from within, and, therefore, we have to be vethey refer to Lord Ram, “If he were alive today, he

vigilant that we do not allow this kind of situation tohimself would not have opposed a project of this nature
take place. We are withdrawing POTA. What did wdor improving the welfre of the people. The Government

see as a consequence of that two days ago? Thes filed an affidavit in the Supreme Court now. A

Maharashtra Government, which is a UPA Governmerproposal which merely says before taking any decision,
said under normal law, we cannot even prosecute wiyou must first have taken note of economic study. We
blasted Bombay on 7/11 in those train blasts. You stdrave a whole set of promises which this government
policies of worst kind of divisiveness to create a votbas not kept. Women'’s Reservation Bill, it was a part
bank politics. Religion-based reservation, there is naf your Common Minimum Programme.

place for such things in our Constitutional scheme, but You don’t even introduce it. So, we are at that

you will do it. Another is, ‘communal budgeting’. Understage of history where India needs a determined
our constitutional schemes, minorities are entitled tieadership, India needs a decisive Government, India
one set of protection. But if you belong to article 1Geeds firmness in matters of national security. They are
category, that is, you are entitled asdalit to judged by the kind of decisions they take and the kind
reservation, and, you convert your religion, suddenlgf course that they put the nation on to. When we
you have a bonanza in both hands, you are entitledjtalge this UPA Government, | think the time has come
both the privileges. The convertddlit will get Article ~ for this country to realize that this country needs

16 and Article 29 benefits. But, because you need thiecisive Government; this country needs a determined
votes, you will say, “Let us give reservation of thideadership and the country realizes that the UPA is
kind”. You convert and you get an economic advantagacapable of providing thah

BJP Investors Cell takes out an impressive march

UFA playing with small investors' interests . Doshi

From Our Correspondent

T he BJP Investor Cell karyakartas more active and losses. Persons already in service
organized a massive effective in the organization. He saidare being shunted out. The claim of
Investor Sammelan in which every worker of the party is directly economic progress has turned out
thousands of persons participatedor indirectly involved with every cell. to be an economic prosperity of only
Addressing the Sammelan Dr. Delhi State BJP President Dr. a few individuals and families while
Murali Manohar Joshi said that UPA Harshvardhan said that in thethe kisans have been forced to
government is playing with the present UPA dispensation owningcommit suicide.
interests of small investors. He saida house has become a dream which  After the conference the small
because of the policies of thisthe common man is unable to realizenvestors and BJRaryakarytaded
government the poor are gettingbecause of rising cost of by former Union Minister Dr. Murali
poorer and the rich are turning richer.construction and high rate of Manohar Joshi, BJP National Vice-
The government is copying westerninterest. President Shri Mukhtar Abbas
economic policies with the result that Investor Cell Convener Shri Naqvi MP, Delhi BJP President Dr.
the Indian economic system hasArun Singh said that the promisesHarshvardhan and National Convener
been ruined. of economic progress by UPA haveof BJP Investor Cell Shri Arun Singh,
National BJP General Secretaryproved to be hollow. The gap took out an Investors Protection
(Organization) ShriRam Lal gave thebetween rich and the poor isMarch with a memorandum signed
sammelanhints on strengthening widening everyday. Exporters in the by 10 lakh investors towards the Prime
the organization and making thecountry have had to undergo heavyMinster Office.n
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Union Budget I

. expenditure of Rs 1,263 crore.
It haS acommu nal tWIST  Another Rs 75 crore has been
given to Rajiv Gandhi National
ielding behind the politically contributing additional equity of R$ ;?rllzmsdhé[r)]tlzrogramme for SC and
orrect jargon of “inclusive 75 crore for minorities and anothe i
rowth,” Finance Minister P 50 crore of Scheduled Tribes. Almost Rs 4,000 crore have
. . .| been earmarked for schemes
Chidambaram has come out with'a A slew of pre and post matric - :
" i . . benefiting SC and ST exclusively
slew of “appeasement” measures|irscholarship programmes for SC, S :
his Budget on Friday. OBC and minorities announced i While ar_10ther Rs 20,000 crore have
Doubling the allocation of the the current fiscal would continue i been given for schemes wh_ere at
- L . . least 20 per cent of the benefits are
Ministry of Minority Welfare from | 2008-09 with an estimate earmarked for SCs and STs
Rs 500 crore in 2007-08 to Rs 1,0 '
crore in 2008-09, the only departmen
to have registered a 100 per c
increase in  plan outlay,
Chidambaram announced drawing  Four days after the Budget wassociety in rice eating states, has gone
up a multi-sectoral development planpresented by union finance ministerup to Rs 17 per kg from Rs 11 per kg
exclusively for each of the 90 P.Chidambaram, people of the poora few days ago. Likewise, the price
minority concentration districts at g according to a report in The Tribuneof good quality rice has also gone
cost of Rs 3,780 crore. lower and upper-middle classesup by Rs 10 per kg to Rs 45. Pulses

He announced a pre-metrichave begun to feel the heathave registered a considerable
scholarship scheme with anSpiralling prices of essentialincrease. “Masar” price has gone
allocation of Rs 80 crore from next commodities have hit people hardup to Rs 50 from Rs 40 per a kg and
year. Another Rs 45.45 crore has  “All benefits extended to “mah sabdtprice has gone up to
been approved for modernisingvarious sections of society in theRs 44 from Rs 38 per kg. Gram dal
madarsaeducation from the next Budget by Chidambaram are beindhas registered an increase of Rs 8
fiscal. washed off by the spiralling pricesper kg.

Chidambaram said: Until of essential goods,” said Surinder  Though the Food Corporation
December last year, 256 branches o8ingh, a middle-rung employee in af India (FCI) has enough stock of
public sector banks have beengovernment department. Prices ofvheat and new crop is about to be
opened in places where there areefined oils have skyrocketed. In thenarvested in three weeks, the price
substantial minority population. At past few days, the prices have gonef wheat flour has registered an
least, 288 more will be opened byup to Rs 70 per litre. About five increase of Rs 10 for a bag weighing
end of this fiscal and many more inweeks ago, refined oil was selling10 kg. It is perhaps because of the
2008-09. Continuing the exercisefor Rs 50 per litre. A shopkeeper,increase in the floor price of wheat.
started this year, the GovernmentRaman Kumar, said: “Every time weThe government has fixed the floor
has decided to recruit moreapproach the bulk suppliers ofprice of wheatat Rs 1,000 per quintal.
candidates belonging to therefined oils, they quote a new price”.There is a possibility of Rs 100 per
minority communities to the Central Mustard oil is selling at Rs 70 quintal as bonus for farmers.
para-military forces in the coming per litre. Its price has gone up by Rs  Prices of ordinary soaps used
fiscal. Says Leader of the Opposition10 per litre in the past few days.to wash utensils, etc, have also
LK Advani: “I am surprised at the Unrefined oils are selling almost atincreased. “Weight of soap has been
heavy communal overtones of thethe price of refined oil. Poor people,reduced by companies while the
Budget as it was a throw back to theespecially in states of West Bengalprice increased. A packet of three
Liagat Ali days, the consequencesAndhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu andsoaps is now available for Rs 34
of which are well-known.” Bihar, use the mustard oil. Only awhereas its earlier price was Rs 30.

The Budget also proposes tofew weeks ago, prices of petrol andrhe weight of the packet of three
set up Development and Financediesel have been enhanced. soaps has been reduced by 400
Corporation for what it calls the The price of lowest quality rice, grams”, said Gurmukh Singh, a local
“disadvantaged groups” by consumed by poor sections ofshopkeeper.n

=
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Central Budget discriminates
against BJRDA-ruled States

From Our Correspondent

Finance Minister Shri P. C. Chidambaram’s ‘populous’ budget with an eye
on the impending elections to four State assemblies and then to Lok Sabha if not
in 2008 itself, in 2009 has unashamedly discriminated against the NDA and
BJP-ruled States. It looks as if the UPA, and particularly Congress, does not
need the votes of the people in these States.

power shortage and contributed foChidambaram himself had
turning deserts of Rajasthan infoannounced the opening of an IIT
fertile land and its jawans madeand a Central university on the birth
Union Budget saying that the supreme sacrifices for the countryanniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in
budget has done “injustice tp in protecting the territorial integrity Shimla last yeabut he did not make
Guijarat by not announcing anythingof the country and in fighting any such provision in the recently
for development of statetechnical| terrorism. “The Central Government presented Budget. He had made that
education, despite Gujarat havinghas backed out from its statement on behalf of the Prime
potential of skilled manpower and commitments made by FinangeMinister.
has been on top in human resourceMinister Shri P Chidambaram| Step-motherly treatment
development.” himself on the occasion of theto Uttarakhand:Khanduri

After inaugurating a research birthday of Father of the Natio Uttarakhand Chief Minister Maj
and development centre andMahatma Gandhi,” he added. Gen BC Khanduri has charged the
assembly plant at Jyoti CNC in GIDC, Addressing a public meeting Congress of adopting step-
Metoda about 18 kms from Rajkot after inaugurating the 16-MW motherly treatment towards BJP
Shri Modi said that at a time when Patikari power project at Gudah, heruled States. He said the issue of
the nations growth rate had said, “Around 1,650 oustees of theconstruction of six new All India
declined, Gujarat achieved the targeBhakra Dam project and 16,000Institutes of Medical Sciences
of 10.2 per cent growth despite oustees of the Pong Dam projectsanctioned by the earlier NDA
facing many hurdles created by theuprooted from their homes are stjll Government has been put in cold
Congress-ruled UR government.| fighting for their survival even storage.
Gujarat companies are becomingtoday” Soldiers from the state ha He also questioned the Union
“multi-national” and getting global made sacrifices for the country Government’s true intentions
identity in engineering sectors, saidfarmers contributed their land far behind waiving loans for farmers.
the chief minister referring to the various projects so that power“If the Central Government was so
machines tools hub in Rajkot. shortage in the country could hemuch concerned about farmers, why
Centre ignoring wiped out and deserts of Rajasthardid it not waive the loans in last
Himachal, alleges could be turned into fertile lands. three years instead of doing it now,”
Dhumal “But, what has the Centre given tothe Chief Minister observed.

Himachal Pradesh Chief our people in return? Leave alone  On Backward Region Grant
Minister Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal other promises made by Congressfund, he said the Budget clearly
has accused the Congress-ledAUP ruled URA government, even the envisages for spending of 45 per
government at the Centre of metingdam oustees have not beercent of this fund for the States of
out step-motherly treatment to therehabilitated so férhe said. Orissa, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. He
state despite the fact it eased out He added finance minister P said it was strange that a backward

Injustice to Gujarat: Modi
Gujarat Chief Minister Shri
Narendra Modihas criticized the
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State like Uttarakhand has been lefy gan waiver: “worst affected farmers rendered ineligible”
out. The Chief Minister also raise

the issue of excise concessions for Noth”’]g in the Union BUdget that

newly set up industries of . . .
uttarakhand.  “The  UPA INCreases income of farmers : Sainath
Delivering the Third Sumitra suicides had increased from 15,000

Government is providing thes
excise concessions to the new S X
industries till 2010, which should b Chishti Memorial Lecture a year between 1997 and 2001 to
increased to the 2013 limit as initiall here, The Hindu Rural 17,000 a year in the 2002-06 period.
planned,” he said. Affairs Editor, P. Sainath, “Just like each case of child
The Chief Minister also took Methodically demolished thelabour has a personal history behind
opportunity to criticise Railwa “hi_storical and unprecedent_ed”it, every farmer suicide had a
Budget accusing Railway Minister Umo_n budgetary farmer loan waivermultiplicity of causes. But the larger
Lalu Prasad Yadav of ignoring th stating that the worst affectedcanvas or backdrop that leads to
farmers were rendered ineligible asuch suicides is common and stems
they possessed more than th&om certain undeniable causes.”
stipulated two hectare land holdings.  Enumerating these causative
“In Vidharbha, over 50 per cent factors, Mr. Sainath said there had
of land holdings are over 7.5 acrebeen a transfer of funds from the
[around 3 hectares] and of thepoor to the rich, an unprecedented
remaining 50 per cent, 25 per cengrowth of the corporate sector and
have restricted access to bankgross undermining of local
There is nothing in the budget thasovereignty and governance.
increases the income of farmers or  “Farming has been rendered so
‘discriminatory towards Bihar’ stabilises prices,” he said. unviable at the small-scale level that
saying the budget hardly had Speaking on the agra_rian crisi_sthere are not many tgkers for it and
anything to boast about as far Jhe Magsaysay Award winner saicthe relentless drive towards
Bihar was concerned.”There is no©Ver 1.5 lakh farmers had committeccorporate farming has just hastened
special package for Bihar nor a ysuicide in the_past _five years. Fhe dgmise of the small farm n_otjust
attempt has been made to extricate A farmer killed himself every 30 in India but the world over,” said the
Bihar from its poor economi minutes and the number of suckeminent journaliStcourtesy:The Hindy N

predicament,” Shri Kumar tol _ o
reporters. Reacting to the provisionDeputy Chief Minister and BJP
of writing off loans to Bihar farmers, l€ader Shri Sushil Kumar Modi also
the Chief Minister said it would "Pped the 2008-09 budget apart
have little or no impact on Bihar c@lling it an ‘election gimmick’
since most banks in the state hadntended to sway the voters after
already lowered the debts to the ‘failing f[o deliver’ since coming into|
“If anything at all, they should have Power in 2004.
lowered the rate of interest by banks\nnouncements in the
and other lending institutions singe Budget are an Election
most farmers in the state wereStunt

severely burdened by skyrocketi The Orissa Government has
rate of interest,” he said. lambasted the Centre for ignoring

Shri Kumar also lamented the ©Nce again its demands in the Central
Center’s indifference towards Pudget. Talking to media person
Bihar's annual curse of flood saying Finance Minister Shri Prafull

not a single provision was made toChandra Ghadei said, th
minimize flood in the state or jts @hnouncements in the Budget

impact that annually sucks the life @n election stunt and they have
out of millions of people. given nothing to Orissan
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genuine concerns of the hill State.
“Our long standing concern
including laying of the Tanakpu
Bageshwar rail track was completely
ignored by the Minister,” the Chie
Minister said.
Budget discriminates
against Bihar

Bihar Chief Minister Shri
Nitish Kumar described the budget

(Courtesy: Asian Agg
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Railway Budget I

With figures Nitish deralls Lalu train

From Our Correspondent

ailway Minister Lalu| foundation stone for this project been done so far to execute this
RPrasaos predecessor and way back in September/October project. If this pace of work

present Bihar Chief 2006 in Mumbai and Ludhiana, but continues, work cannot be completed
Minister has sought to pick holes innot a brick has been laid so,fare | before the Commonwealth Games.”
the railway success claims. added He added, “During my tenure as the

Culling figures from the Railwa Shri Nitish Kumar said: railway minister work on

budget presented by Shri Lalu“Similarly, for the past two years transforming théjmeri Gate side of
Prasad, the Bihar chief minister putwe’'ve been hearing about the plapghe New Delhi station into a model
several serious queries seeking|tdo convert New Delhi station into a station had been started. It is now
puncture railway ministés tall | world-class station, but nothing hason the verge of completion
claims. Charging Shri Prasad with
demonstrating a lack of vision, Shri
Nitish Kumar wondered how coul

Fare cut is just an eyewash, says BJP
the railways post a growth-rate

f
8% when the entire economy was B haratiya Janata Party has'he coaches would remain the same,

growing at a rate of 8.5-9%. dismissed fare reductions,but the fares would go up.”

Citing the cash surplus figures the high-point of the rail “This is nothing butjaadu-
of Rs 25,000 crore in the rail budget,budget, as ‘an eyewash’, and saitbna (trickery). People cannot see,
Bihar CM wanted to know what wals itS provisions had come as a hugbut they will have to cough up more
the quantum of investible surplus. disappointment for people from moshow. Never before has so much
“And if the railways has so much of states. burden been put on the people,” he
surplus, what was the need for_ Deputy Leader of BJP contended.
seeking budgetary support from theParliamentary Party in Lok Sabha,  Shri Malhotra challenged the
union finance ministry?he asked.| Prof. V. K. Malhotra said: "The rail Railway Minister to let people know

Shri Nitish Kumar termed as budget presented by Mr Lalu Prasathe fate of several high-profile
“incorrect” the assertion made by Yadav is disappointing. Membersannouncements made in the
Shri Prasad that the previous NDAfrom various states created a ruckugrevious rail budgets. “He made
government had failed to pay @nd staged a walk-out, which showannouncements abowkulhars
dividend during its tenure. “Despite that the hopes of all the States ha(earthen cups) being used in the
being advised by the financie turned into a big disappointment.”trains, about encouragement being

ministry to defer the payment, the “The Congress members kepgiven to khadi and vegetables and
railways ministry took care to pay Sitting in the House under duressmilk being transported in air-
full dividend,” he added. They are also very disappointecconditioned carriers. All such

He also sought to puncture theWith the rail budget and wanted tcannouncements end up as big
claims made on the safety front byraise their voice against it, but wergokes,” the BJP spokesperson
the RJID chief. “If there has been|/anot allowed to do by the party’sclaimed. BJP leader said that matters
decrease in the number of rdilfloor-managers,” he said, addinglike hygiene at the stations and
accidents in the last few years, itjisthat the uproar in the Lok Sabharains, travel safety, threat posed
because of the creation of the Rduring the presentation of the railby unmanned crossings had been
17,000 crore Special Railway SecurityPudget was ‘unparalleled.’ left unaddressed. “In the last four
Fund by the NDA government. The Calling the across-the-boardyears, not even one of the unmanned
present railway minister has donereduction in fares as ‘an eyewash,crossings has been converted into
nothing on this front,” the JD(U) Shri Malhotra claimed thata manned one,” he added.
leader claimed. He also criticised thePassenger expenses would go up “The condition of railway
railways minister for fooling the through increase in charges fostations has deteriorated in the last
people on the issue of dedicated raifo0d, reservation, cancellation andour years. There is no cleanliness,
freight corridor “We’ve been| other amenities. Shri Malhotrano drinking water. The condition of
hearing about this corridor for the @lleged that “People are beingoilets is bad and there is talk of
past three years and Prime Ministelcheated. Passenger trains are beimgaking our stations world-class,”
Manmohan Singh laid the redesignated as superfast trainsShri Malhotra remarked caustically.
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Railway Budget I

Lalu’s magic figures mum on
railways tax dues

Prasad announced 15, was prompted to take action afterrailway authorities under their
during his budget speech it received reports that the railwaysjurisdiction of the service tax

in Parliament that his ministry haswas not paying the tax| accruing since May 1, 2006.
a cash surplus of Rs 25000, he forgotnterestingly, Lalu Prasad ha The Indian Railways expects to
to mention a footnote — that a partrequested the finance ministry toearn Rs 248.5 crore from
of the huge surplus is owed to theexclude the railway ministry from the advertisements for the current fiscal.
finance ministry as service tax onservice tax dragnet. In the last two years, the railway
revenue earned fro However, finance minister P. G. ministry has taken innovative steps
advertisements. Chidambaram turned it down gsto utilise its prime locations and

The railway ministry earned Rs unfeasible on the ground that anproperty to milk the advertisement
118 crore this financial year throughexemption to the railways would industry.
advertisements, which was 60 peropen the floodgates of similar Early this year, three Rajdhani
cent more than the last year’s figurerequests. Other governmenttrains were selected for a pilot project
of Rs 76 crore. However, Lalu Prasaddepartments and public sectoron space selling. The project will
is not too keen on paying the serviceundertakings would also clamour for fetch it Rs 75 lakh from the three
tax, which is 12.5 per cent of the exemptions, finance ministry trains — Trivandrum Rajdhani,
revenue collected by selling spacesources said. Chennai Rajdhani and Bangalore
The tax works out to more than Rs It is learnt that the service tax Rajdhani. Advertisements will be
24 crore for the last two years, if thecommissioners in Delhi, Mumbai, displayed outside as well as inside
ad revenues of the two years areKolkata, Chennai, Bangalore andthe coachegCourtesy:Mailtoday)n
put together ( Rs 194 crore).

Section 65 of the Finance Act, . .
1994, stipulates that services BJ P WInS Pa rl LS Seat
rendered by providing space or time u
for display, advertisement
showcasing of any product are liable

to be taxed. The railway ministr BJPcandidate Shii. P S. Rawat has won the
lets out space at stations, on coache pari-Garhwal Lok Sabha bye-election by a maigin
and properties owned by it for of 4 506 votes over his Congress opponent $hri
advertisements. Satpal Maharaj, a spiritual guru result of whigh
Early in February, when Lalu \yas declared on February 28. The outcome of the
Prasad was giving final touches 10 prestigious bye-election has put the Chief Minister
the railway budget, the Central \aj. Gen. (Retd.) B.C. Khanduri on a stronder
Board of Excise and Customs|( pojitical wicket. Shri Rawat polled a total of 2,29,682
CBDT) shot off letters to the yotes while Maharaj received 2,25,126 votes. Shri Khanduri had been
Directorate General of Central EXCise representing this parliamentary constituency since 1991. The bye-election
Intelligence and service taX pecame necessary after Shri Khanduri vacated this seat on becoming
commissioners, asking them t0 ytarakhand Chief Minister following his election to tiat® assembly
collect service tax from the zonal Atfter the victory Shri Rawat called on SAtal BihariVajpayee, Shri
units of railways, finance ministry | k. Advani, Shri Rajnath Singh and other senior Ba#ers. Shri Rawat

sources said. The CBDT, which {40k his oath in the Lok Sabha on March 3.
asked the service tax departmentitc
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When railway minister Lalu send tax collection report by March Ahmedabad will send notices to the
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Prabhat Jhas book Jan Gan Man released

Writers should have

courage of

conviction : Sushma Swaraj

From Our Correspondent

ur writers should have the asked Shri Prabhat Jha to let his p
Ocourage of conviction to continue to write fearlessly an

call a spade a spade. Thereendlessly.
are not many men of letters in the Shri Banjrang Lal Gupta, seniq
media who can have the nerve tomember of RS&aryakarimandal
look into their own shortcomings. went deep in explaining the meanin
But Shri Prabhat Jha, basically jlaand importance of the book’s titl
journalist himself, has taken up jan, ganandmanin the life of man

eMPs.

d Speaking about his book, Shri
Prabhat Jha, National Secretary of
r Bharatiya Janata Party said it is a
collection of his writings as

igpublished in various newspapers,

e magazines andamal Sandesh
fortnightly. He said that when

cudgels to find fault with his ow
fraternity wherever he found i
wanting. He has tried to make the
media look inwards to find where |t
stands in the estimation of the
general public.

These were the words Deputy
Leader of BJP Parliamentary Party|
in Rajya Sabha, Smt. Sushma Swarg
said while releasing the three-
volumes of Shri Prabhat Jha’s book
Jan-Man-Ganin the tastefully
decorated Rabindra Bhawan
Bhopal on March 2. The book has
been published by Archn
Prakashan, Bhopal.

Calling the 777-page book as .
inspiring, Smt. Swaraj said he h Smt. Sushma Swaraj

honours Shri Prabhat Jha

touched almost every issue that|isand mankind.
and has been of contemporary value

anything happened in the country

The Rabindra Bhawan was full that touched and hurt the mind of

and that touched the heart of theto capacity with the elite presencethe common people, he could not
common people. It is a collection of of men and women of letters andcontain his feelings and gave these
his thoughts on nationalism in politics which included RSSah- | an expression in words. He
which he has regretted thesarkaryawahShri Suresh Soni| expressed happiness that his Party
unnecessary controversy over theformer CMs Sunderlal Patwa, had so large a heart as to accept the
national language, the national songKailash Joshi, Babulal Gaur, MP BJPreality.
Vande Mataram Ramsetu and President Shri Narendra Singh In the function Smt. Sushma
many other issues. In the processTomar, Vice-Chancellor of Swaraj honoured the writer Shri
the writer has tried to smash manyMakhanlal Chaturvedi Journalism Prabhat Jha and CM Shri Shivraj
of the myths prevailing in the minds University Shri Achyutanand Singh Chouhan felicitated the well-
of the people, she said. Mishra, Vice-Chancellor of known columnist ShriBharat Chand
Madhya Pradesh Chief Kushabhau Thakre JournalismNayak for their valuable contribution
Minister, Shri Shivraj Singh University Shri Sachchinand Joshi,to the world of writing by presenting
Chouhan, commended the book andind many Ministers, MLAs and a shawl, a bouquet andlareephah
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Rajasthan Budget I
Stress on electrification,

concessions for all

From Our Correspondent

szasthan Chief Minister Smt. tradition of presenting the State Rs 32,986 crores, the Budget surplus

Vasundhara Raje has Budget before the Union Budgetwould be over Rs180 crores. She
resented a budget for 2008-after a gap of 20 years. said that revenue surplus of the State
09 in which she has taken care pof  Giving relief to stone mining, has increased by 3.59 percent
every section of society and everySmt. Raje reduced VAT, Sales Taxwhereas the fiscal deficit would be
part of the Rajasthan. This was theon marble and Kota stone to |4around 3 percent. Smt. Raje said that
fourth successive surplus budgetpercent from the current 12 per centthe ratio of outstanding debt
indicating the sound financial health Two previous budgets of the Rajeliabilities was within the ceiling
of the State, which was once knownGovernment were devoted to youthprescribed under the Financial
as BIMARU when BJP came to and women. But her present BudgeReform and Budget Management
power in 2003. focuses on every section of societyAct. The Accountant and
Electricity to all and aims at the speedy developmenComptroller General of the country,
She declared that all farmersof the State. While announcing thatin its report, has lauded the financial
who had applied for electricity Rajasthan would be power surplusposition of the State Government.
connections would be provided theby 2009, Smt. Raje allocated Rs 6211  The Chief Minister said,
connections by the year end. Shecrores, which is about 40 per cent pfaccording to a report of Word Bank,
announced an increase in pensioithe total annual plan outlay for the Rajasthan has become one of the
for aged women and enhanced thenext year in her Budget. top ten investment destinations in
amount of scholarship for girls. She ~ With total revenue receipts of the country.n
said that all Government middl -
schools would provide computer Bihar Budget
education to students.

Inher Budget speech Smt. Raje. Prjme focus on agriculture sector

highlighted the achievements of her _ ; o

years. Granting a major concessiponMinister who also holds the Finance portfolio pn
to the trading community, she 25th February presented the NDA governmeft's
announced the abolition of the inter- 2008-09 state budget. With a total revenue surplus
state check posts from May 1. She of Rs. 4,613 crore, the budget showers concesgions
also exempted cinemas halls in townsto farmers and small-scale industry including relaxing
with a population of less than one or eliminating taxes on items like handmade soaps,
lakh from Entertainment Tax. Atthe bidis, cups and plates made of leaves (‘pattals’),
same time she lifted the ban an auto parts, dairy products and dry fruits.
cinemas in bigger cities for fixin “Improvement in the agricultural sector is our

the price of tickets. prime focus with a goal of 4 to 6 percent annual growth in it,” Shri Modi

Smt. Raje said thatin 2003-2004 g4 adding there was a 43 percent increase in the farming, agricultural,
that the total plan outlay of the State 5g dairy provisions.

was merely Rs 4,000 crores, whi

h ) 4 four-fold. Th He said the budget also proposes a 7-year moratorium on hotel
Cas tnow rl]ncreatge our-do - T e luxury tax to promote tourism and hospitality industry in the state. Special
aenrergategsthelmsetatssn’ eﬁfiigig”: emphasis has been laid on education, health, and road construction in
app . Bihar - the latter claiming a budget of Rs. 10,000 crore all by itself. With
implementation of NREG an . ; ,
X . Rs. 6,400 crore on education, an increase of 15 percent over last year's
construction of roads under various :
central schemes budget, and Rs. 1,417 crore on health care, an increase of 29 percent, the
Smt. Raje Who also holds the 90vernment is sending a message that it is serious about issues that

Finance portfolio, has restored the affect most the people of Bihar. ‘
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Madhya Pradesh '

State budget better than Centre’s

From Our Correspondent
adhya Prades
M government, which ha
been sincerely trying to produce. Similarly, an amount up to He also announced a hike of 4

solve major problems facing farmers,Rs 80 thousand would be providedper cent in dearness allowance for
has made ample budgetaryunder Balram Talab Yojana. state government employees, and
provisions for a long-term solution Adequate subsidy would also bepromised wheat at Rs 3 per kg and
to their woes. given under sprinkle irrigation rice at Rs 4.50 per kg for people

The MP budget for the year scheme. below the poverty line.
2008-09 is the one which would bring Arrangements have been magde  He removed entry tax on cotton
about prosperity for the people. for providing food grains at cheaperyarn, textiles produced by state
Such a budget was necessary forates to poor people. A provision mills, and sponge iron and iron scrap
ensuring rapid development in thehas been made for providing wheatused in state induction furnace mills.
state. The budget has madeat Rs three and rice at Rs 4.50 peffThe Madhya Pradesh budget has
adequate provisions for welfare ofkilogramme to people living below slashed VAT on diesel further from
various sections. It is a commanpoverty line. 26 per cent to 25 per cent because
man’s budget, balanced and Adequate funds have beendiesel and petrol prices have gone
development-oriented. allocated in the budget for up.

The provisions beneficial to development of infrastructure. Budget highlights
farmers have been made in theBudgetary allocations for increasing Gender Budget—
budget. As per the announcemenelectricity generation, construction w Equality for women, Economic
made at recently held Kisanand improvement of roads and empowerment and women’s
Mahapanchayat, cooperative loandrrigation facilities have also bee participation in state’s
would be made available to theincreased. Interests of labourers and  developmental schemes for 21
farmers at a rate of five percent inhand-cart workers have been kept  departments.
place of earlier seven percent. Fundsn mind. Attention has been given w Rs. 1371.47 crore for Energy
have also been allocated in thefor welfare of schedules castes and  Sector.
budget for extending benefits of tribes and increase in facilities in w MoU with 22 companies for
other schemes to farmers. Provisioreducation and health sectors. Energy Production.
has been made in the budget foiConcern has been shown for theRoads—
supplying power to farmers atwelfare of low income groug w Rs. 1656.50 crore for
cheaper rates. Apart from effort toemployees. Now Kotwars an construction of roads.
decrease the power tariff, a systemworkers of Anganwadis and w 3515 roads comprising 16089
for separate feeders for villages and®anchayat would draw more salaries ~ kilometers completed under
farmers would also be implemented.and honorariums. Limit o Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak
Arrangements would be made toprofessions tax has been increased Yojana.
provide permanent connections tofrom Rs 80 thousand to Rs one lakh w Missing link project for joining
farmers with 24-hour electricity 20 thousand. Gender budgeting  major roads with rural areas.
supply. Half of the amount of system has been expanded forw Rs. 484 crore for maintenance
electricity bills of farmers would be women’s welfare. This system was of roads.
paid by the state government.under implementation in 13 Agriculture —
Government has come ouytdepartments. Now gender w Bonus of Rs. 100/- per quintal
generously for aiding the farming budgeting would be implemented in for procurement of wheat by
community. Full consideration has 21 departments. government agencies for PDS.
been shown in providing Rs 100 per  Finance Minister Shri Raghavji w Reduction in rate of interest
quintal bonus to farmers apart fromproposed a cut in value-added t from 7% to 5% on short term

the commitment to help the farmerson diesel in his fifth budget, which
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UFRA Criticism not based on
facts : Malhotra

From Our Correspondent

The sharp attack on the National Democratic
Alliance government policies of over five yeais,
described as “anti-farmer” by Prime Minister Dr.
| Manmohan Singh in Parliament provoked the BJ
r to say that “such speeches” should be delivgred
at election rallies rather than in Parliament.

Deputy Leader of BJP BJP Parliamentary Party
in the Lok Sabha Prof. V.K. Malhotra said that|to
score political points, the Prime Minister, in His
reply to the Motion of Thanks to the President’s
address, had said things which were “not basetd
on facts.” Shri Malhotra pointed out that after four years in office it was
not right for the Prime Minister to blame the NDA government for wrong

policies.

per annum to b(_)ys and Rs. 5_0 “It was an attempt to throw a blanket on the failures of his own

per annum to girls for study _' government” commented Shri Malhotra.

classes 11th and 1_2th' COmifig Shri Malhotra said that inflation was the current government’s weak

from below poverty line families point and “prices of essential commodities had gone up by 30 to 200 per
Health — ) cent.” The Prime Minister had not yet clarified how the Rs.60,000 crore

w Exte_n5|on O_f Deen Day_ debt waiver for farmers would be met. “It seems this government would
MOb'Ie H_ospltal scheme | leave it to future governments,” he said.
tribal dominated blocks. If the NDA were to come back to power it would “happily” work to

Panchayat- ) _ write off the debts, Prof. Malhotra assured.

W Incr_ease n h_onorar!um '|| Separately, BJP MP Shri Navjot Singh Sidhu criticised the debt
C_halrman and Vice Chairman i| waiver announcement for farmers, saying it would not cover the most
Zila Panchayat and Janpyd needy and poor among the small and marginal farmers who normally
Panchayat. borrowed from the village money-lender. “If something is done for him |

Rural Development—
w Distribution of wheat and ricg

agriculture loans.

w Relief in payment of olg
outstanding bills of electrici

Irrigation —

w Rs. 1815.57 crore for irrigatio
works.

w Additional irrigation capacit
for 4.80 lakh hectare created

Education—

w Establishment of College ¢
Excellence in each of the
backward districts.

w Construction of 254 girls
hostels.

w Up-gradation of 448 middlg
schools into high schools.

w Launching of merit cum mearys
scholarship for poo

meritorious students.

w Sudama Scholarship of Rs. 50

will be the first to welcome it,” he said.n

@ Rs. 3/- per kg and Rs. 4.50 ]
per kg respectively to each BPL W Incre_ase in Dearness Allowange  to be Rs. 1,500/- pm. _
family. / Relief as per Government of w Remuneration of part-time
w Rs. 566.88 crore (state sharg) India in 2008-09. sweeper to pe Rs. 500/- pm.
for creation of employment in W Pay scale to village Panchayat w Remuneration to landless
rural areas. Secretary on 3 year Kotwars to be Rs. 2,000/- per
w Rs. 100 crore for District satisfactory service. month.
Poverty Initiative Programme. W Contract salary off w Honerium and incentive
w Rs 93.23 crore for Rural Compounders and wome amount to Anganwadi workers
Livelihood Project. workers in Ayurvedic Hospital and Assistants to be Rs. 2,000/
Employees’ welfare- would be increased to Rs. 3000/ - and Rs.l,OOO/- per month
w Constitution of State Pay -Pm. respectively. _
Commission. w Pay of Aushdhalaya Sevak w Increase of Rs. 10/- per day in
w Dearness Allowance and would be increased to Rs. 2,500  diet allowance and honorarium
Dearness Relief @ 4 percent ~ PM _ _ to Home-guard volunteers and
from 1-4-2008. w Remuneration of part-time cler| other volunteersn
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Himachal Budget I

Dhumal Proposes no Neax&s
Stress on all-round development

From Our Correspondent

pening of 3 new medical benefit under tatri shakti bima
colleges at Mandi, Una and yojna from Rs 25,000 to Rs 50,00
Hamirpur, an lIT in Mandi| and reintroduction of th
district, proposal to convert ong “mukhyamantri gram path yojna”.
existing college into Science College  In  the case of nagar
and Centre of Excellence, to energis@panchayats, the monthl
2,000 new hand pumps in draughthonorarium of presidents is yyncrease in honorarium of all
prone areas, relief to staff andproposed to be increased from categories of elected
pensions, and many new public1000 to Rs 1200, of vice-presidents  rgpresentatives of panchayati
welfare schemes were the highlightsfrom Rs 800 Rs 1000, and of members raj institutions and urban
of the annual budget for 2008-09from Rs 500 and Rs 600. Inthe case  pggies.
presented by Himachal Chiefof municipal councils  the yyThree new medical colleges in
Minister, Prof. Prem Kumar Dhumal, emoluments of presidents are to 5 Hamirpur and Mandi
who also holds the Financpe revised from Rs 1500 to Rs 1800, districts.
portfolio. vice-presidents from Rs 1200 t0 RS wy Amount under the MLA local
He proposed no fresh taxes in1500 and of members from Rs 500ito 4,04 development fund is
the budget for 2008-09 R700. proposed to be increased from
Shri Dhumal brought cheer t The amount under the ML Rs 25 lakh to Rs 30 lakh.
different sections of society by local area development fund is wypjan to fill 26,000 posts in
announcing interim relief tg proposed to be increased from various departments to create
employees and pensioners, free?5 lakh to Rs 30 lakh with employment opportunities for

Highlights
W Subsidised ration scheme to
continue.

W Free health insurance scheme
for families below poverty line.

n

=

n

health insurance scheme for familiesstipulation that the additionall the youth.
below poverty line and abolition of amount of Rs 5 lakh will be spentan yy The " prescription slip fee in
the prescription slip fee in hospitals, themukhyamantri gram path yojn hospitals abolishech

continuation of the subsidised ratioa

scheme, increase in honorarium oChhattisgarh Budget
all categories of electe
aj A tax-free Budget

representatives of panchayati

institutions and urban bodies, . i .
introduction  of pre-matric  (CONCESSIONS tO various sections
scholarships for OBC students, hike

of Rs 2 per litre in the procureme
price of milk and various other

From Our Correspondent.
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Dr. Raman Singh

benefits. has proposed no new taxes or any hike in existing
To create more employment rates in the Budget for 2008-09 presented in the State

opportunities for the youth he alsg assembly. Dr. Singh also holds the portfolio of

announced a plan to fill 26,000 posts Finance.

in various departments of “l am not proposing any new tax or increase in

government. the current tax rate in the Budget for 2008-09. | am

Among some of the ne rather making some items tax-free or reducing the
initiatives he announced th current rate,” claimed Dr. Singh while presenting the
establishment of a directorate budget proposals.

energy to focus on the power sector, Presenting a deficit of Rs 54.41 crore in his Budget proposals,
an incentive scheme to ensure betté€hhattisgarh CM said the total revenue receipt for the next fiscal would be
tax realisation, construction gfRs 18,231.39 crore against the total expenditure of Rs 18,285.80 crore.
Ambedkar Bhawans in ever Taking the previous deficit into account, he said, the total budgetary
assembly constituency at a cost Rgeficit would be Rs 820.25 crore. This deficit would be covered though the

10 lakh, doubling of the insurancdinancial management and additional resources, the chief ministerradded.
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A historic/nsaaf rally bly
SAD-BJP in Delhi

From Our Correspondent

The “Insaaf Rally”, organised quite a mix of
by the SAD-BJPinNewDelhi slogans
on February 26 proved to bealternating
a marvelous show of strength by thebetween Jai
ruling alliance in Punjabvehicles | Shri Rani by
packed with people reached herethe BJP and
covering hundreds of kilometres “Bole So]
through the night to be in time for nihal” by the
the rally Many, who did not wish to| Akalis.

miss the historic event, camped at Despite
the rally site all through the night. the traffic
Historic in many ways, the successsnarls that
of the rally has pushed SAD prevented
president Shri Sukhbir Singh Badalmany from
into a higher political orbit. reaching the

Leaders at SAD-BJP’s Insaaf Rally in New

Ram Lila ground, the rally venue, i

me down in making this one of the that Youth Akali Dal volunteers
biggest events to fight injustice in successfully managed the crowds
recent times”, said Shri Sukhbir laterterms of seating, refreshments a
in the evening. BJP Nation
President Shri Rajnath Singh not
only congratulated and acceptedMajitha, MLA Shri Virsa Singh
Shrii Sukhbir Singh as the leader pfValtoha and many others were se
the SAD, but also gave him making the rounds of the venue
“ashirwad to carry on the political| late as 2 amiVhile Shri L.K.Advani
struggle started by his father and

| ingress and egress from the veny
Shri Sukhbir Singh, Shri Bikram

N could not make it to the rally in view
= of the railway budget being
_ presented in Parliament, Shri Rajnath
I'Singh represented the national BJP
NdeadershipAfter the rally the entire
I&eam of the SAD-BJP Cabinet and
all MPs from Punjab met Home
Minister Shri Shivraj Patil in
€Parliament House and gave him a
Aopy of the memorandum to be
forwarded to the Prime Ministen

Chief Minister Shri Parkash Sing
Badal.

In the rally equal prominence
was given to Hindi, Punjabi and
English with posters and bannersiin

thanking the Sikhs of Delhi for the
elaborate arrangement of samo
and bread pakoras.

humoured the workers by giving
them a “gold medal” for braving al

odds and reaching the venue. It was
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BJYM Sammelan I
Condemns U for increasing unemployment
and weakening internal secumt

From Our Correspondent

two-days Abhyas Vargal National Spokesperson Shri Rajjvopportunities has been neglected.
Aand one-day meeting of the Pratap Rudy educated theProduction is increasing but

National Executive of the karkaryatas on Election| employment is decreasing. It also
Bharatiya Janata Party YuviaManagement. Shri Prashant Pguhighlighted the corruption that is
Morcha was held at Prerana Sthalenlightened the gathering onprevalent in the National Rural
Resham Bagh, Nagpur from Information Technology. National Employment Guarantee Scheme.
February 8 to 10 where various Vice-President Shri Bal Apte spoke Political Resolution
programmes were organized foron Cultural Nationalism. highlighted the fact that because of
training and personalit National Executive meeting increasing unemployment and rising
development ofkarkaryatas The | concluded on February 10 with theprices the life of th@am admihas
National Executive also passedinspiring address by Shri V. Satish.become miserable. National security
resolution on unemployment and theConcluding address was made byis threatened and the areas on the
present political situation in the National General Secretary Shriborders with Pakistan and China are
country. Anant Kumar and Shri Nitin Gadkar|. going through a phase of

In the inaugural session former The resolution on | uncertainty. Naxal and cross border

BJP President Shri M. Venkaiah unemployment highlighted the| terrorism is on the increase. The
Naidu, Maharashtra BJP Inchargefailure of the UPA government to resolution has described the stand
Shri Kaptan Singh Solanki, provide employment to the youth. of UPA government on Ram Sethu
Maharashtra BJP President ShriThe agricultural sector which as an affront to the sentiments of
Nitin Gadkari and BJYM National provides the maximum employmentthe majority communityn
President Shri Amit Thakka
addressed the gathering. Inthe n XBudget diS&ppOintS Delhi BJP

session BJP National Joint Secretary
(Organization) Shri V. Satish spo e 1
on “Contribution of BJP in India HarShvardhan ﬂays Shella

Politics”. National General Secreta

(Organization) Shri Ram Lal gave hijs over B u d g et S h are
margdarshanon “Vichar Parivar,

Our Duty and Elements of Sel
Confidence” to the yuva

From Our Correspondent

Delhi Bharatiya Janata Partyhinder the progress of metro. Only
karkaryatas President Dr. Harshvardhan had$ks.634 crore has been allotted for
Smt. Jaishri Phadanvis described the Union Budget'sthe Commonwealth Games and
presented her views on “Strengthallocation for Delhi and the National Rs.1,060 crore for the development
of Leadership”. Shri Nitin Gadkari Capital Region as only a drop in theof the National Capital Region.”
addressed the representatives odcean. He has held the Union Stating that the Delhi
the subject of “Politics of Finance Minister and the Delhi ChiefGovernment’s priority was the
Development.” Minister responsible for it. Commonwealth Games, Dr. Vardhan
Shri Vinay Sahastrabudh He pointed out that the Budgetsaid the Chief Minister was not
?ddressed the gathering Onphaq made a provision for Rs.1,50@¢0ncerned about the development
Modern ~Management and o ore for the Delhi Metro Railway of the NCR. “For the development
;(z)illl:g:ssh. Vg/?rilhlg]o(\jlvv(/]ecl?llcj)r:n‘l‘sstzi:hr: rand added: “From this amount,of Delhi’s infrastructure only Rs.375
Report and Vote Politics of UPA.! Rs.900 crore would be spent orcrore has been given, whereas
National General Secretary S.r' repayment of loan to Japan. OnlyRs.10,000 crore is needed for
Rs.600 crore would be available forproviding power and drinking water

Gopinath Mund k ‘O ; . N :
Bgﬁzlir\]/?ourtoL\j\?arZsstﬁgaren ngi’ i extension of metro rail. This will in the Capital,” he added. n
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A special article on Pakistan elections '

Elections & after

The WisdomAnd Satesmanship Of Pakisin’s Political Leaders Is Under &st
By Salman Haidar

kistan can congratulate itself political fray. be crucial in the next phase of
Pn its elections. Despite the Touch of euphoria Pakistan’s political evolution.

many prior apprehensions, The success of the electionsThe best laid plans of President
they turned out to be the genuinehas served to induce a touch pfMusharraf have gone astray. Before
article. It was a free and fair exerciseeuphoria which perhaps still lingers. the elections, it was believed that
conducted under the scrutiny ofIn the afterglow, the two major the so-called “King’s Party”, or
hundreds of foreign observers, andpolitical parties have been able toPML-Q, a faction that had split from
notwithstanding some suspend their rivalry and agreethe parent PML and assumed a
shortcomings it bids fair to make @ajointly to form governments at the major role in national affairs, would
real difference to the way Pakistancentre and in the provinces.make a strong showing and come
conducts its affairs| Benazir Bhutto's tragedy, which back to Parliament with an important
The newly-elected members will np had cast a heavy shadow, may havé not decisive voice.
doubt be conscious of having beemplayed its part in encouraging this This proved to be a vain hope
brought where they are throughoutcome. The real tests qfand practically all the leading figures
popular sentiment rather than thegovernment formation and power- of that party have been rejected by
sinister manipulations of bodies like sharing lie ahead but the initial the electorate. Some observers
the ISI, and Parliament can bemoves in this direction have beenconsider that there are wider
expected to emerge as a real seat gfositive. implications in their defeat and that
political authority rather than th To an extent, the coming closerit could signify the breaking of the
attenuated body it had becomg.of the two major parties is dictated iron hold of the feudal elements on
At the same time, the Presidentby the election results; both of them,Pakistan’s public life. That remains
stands diminished, so much so thaPPP in first place and PML-N to be seen; what is clear is that with
guestions are raised about his futuresecond, need each other if they areghe failure of the PML-Q, President
role. Certainly, he is no longer in to build on the success they haveMusharraf has lost an important
any position to intervene and act asachieved at the polls. If for some prop of his regime.
he chooses, as he was able to|doeason even now they choose |toThe elections have also made
earlier. pull apart and set aside prospectsemote the prospect of a power-

Another striking change is the of a working partnership, a path sharing arrangement between the

loss of support for fundamentalist might well emerge for forces and President and the PPP, something
forces. The MMA, a rather murky groups discredited by the electignthat seemed to be very much on the
coalition of religious parties that had to make some sort of a comebackcards at the time when Ms.
made its bastion in the NWFP anddespite popular sentiment againsBhutto returned to Pakistan from
spread its wings wide, has beenthem. exile abroad.
reduced to a tiny rump, and the Thus the wisdom an Furthermore, having been
regressive, Taliban-like actions jt statesmanship of the political compelled to give up his uniform,
had promoted have been given| deaders is under test. Both Mrthe President no longer has the
check while secular parties like theZardari and Mr Nawaz Sharif have army battalions at his beck and call.
ANP have regained lost ground.faced tribulation at the hands of theThe new head of the army has
Such positive developments haveMusharraf regime, but in differing distanced himself from political
been facilitated by the neutral roledegrees. How far they can cemendevelopments and is not to be
of the army which has their relations and what sort of regarded as an automatic supporter
conspicuously kept out of the leadership they can now provide will of the President, even though he
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was his chief until very recently. to be resented and to be counterMr Musharraf and the UPA

Meanwhile virulent opposition to productive in its impact. As it is; government got to grips with the
the President remaining in office hasthere are many imponderables in thassues. Much is still waiting to be
been expressed, and it is only thepost-election scene and it would bedone but this will not take place
lack of the necessary two-thirdsimportant that issues are resolvedunder Mr Musharraf’s leadership,
majority that prevents oppositioh in accordance with the democraticfor the new government to be
efforts to remove or even to impeachoutcome of the elections. installed in Islamabad will surely

him. It must be lonely where the As the closest neighbour, India haspreside over the process. Adjusting

President is, and the future kept a careful watch on Pakistan
uncertain. He has spoken of hiselections.
readiness to work with any Musharraf’'s limitations as
government that comes to power,democrat, he has conducted

'sto the new realities could well slow
be Mr down developments but there is
nothing to suggest any reluctance
igo press on. It is now a fresh

Whatever

and to restrict his role to that of [arelations with India in a manner thatchallenge to both sides, and one

helpful father figure.
But that looks

scores with him.

has helped alter perceptions aboumust hope that it will be taken up in
like an how the two countries can deal witha positive and constructive spirit.

improbable metamorphosis for Mf. each other. The dialogue between
Musharraf, given the keen desire pfthem has advanced further than
many weighty leaders to settlecould have been anticipated when

(The writer is India’s former
Foreign Secretary)
(Courtesy:The Statesman

Pakistan is now involved in th
intricate processes of powe
sharing and coalition building.
Internationally, it has garnere
much credit for its democrati
elections. Surprisingly, however, its
most important friends abroad, the
USA backed by the UK, hav
stepped in to nudge the political
process in the direction the

consider best. Despite his severe

discomfiture, President Musharraf
has received many tributes fro
these sources for his contribution
in the fight against terrorism, such
public avowals giving emphasis to

-Shourie vindicated

UFA vindictiveness
boomerangs

Centaur sale clean, CBI tells govt

The UPA government, which attempted
to push former disinvestment minister Shri
Arun Shourie into a corner by instituting a CBI
inquiry into the sale of Centaur Hotels,

their continued desire that he should according to the Economic Times, has failed to

retain real authority in his countr
To this end, there is mention
various US-promoted ideas far
power-sharing within the ne
governmental structures now being
framed.
US concerns
To an extent, US concerns are
understandable, for Pakistan will
remain a lead actor in the anti-
Taliban campaign in Afghanista
where the USA is so closel
engaged. Yet anything that looks
like interference in the working out
of the democratic process is likely
March 16-31, 2008 m 25

make out a case against the process or people
who handled the privatisation exercise. CBI
sources told ET that it has told the finance
ministry that “no criminal case can be made
out” on the issue.

Shri Shourie has reasons to be happy as
the government, under pressure from Left parties, had ordered a probe
nearly three years ago. In its report, the CBI said no irregularities were
found in the sale of the two hotels in early 2000.

The clean chit from the CBI, which has kicked the bottom of the
Left’s claims, will reinforce the impression that the Left sensitivities are
dictating the policy movements of the government. It was the UPA
government’s inability to stand up to the pressure from the Left that
forced the regime to put the disinvestment process in the freezer.
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ABVP activists protest in front of
DU Histogr Depatment

he ABVP activists had
I picketed the History
Department of Delhi
University on February 25 when th
Head of the Department Prof. S.Z.}
Jafri refused to listen to them an
did not accept their memorandun
State joint secretary of ABVP Sh
Vikas Dahiya said, “Our delegatio
had gone to meet Prof. Jafri to hat
over a memorandum. We told hi
that the department must understa
the sentiments of Hindus and ask
him what action he took on ou
previous memorandum. Instead
giving us any answer Prof. Jaf
threw the memorandum at our fag
and said: ‘Get out, | do not want t

From Our Correspondent

Ramanujan, tittedThree Hundred
Ramayanas: Five Examples an
Three Thoughts on Translation”
efor the course on “Ancient India

Sharma, ABVP’s Delhi general
secretary.

Talking to the media Shri Dina
Nath Batra (convener of the Shiksha
1.Culture”. “The controversial book Bachao Andolan Samiti said the
dhas references to Hanuman, whichPolice are extremely under pressure
n.are very offensive. The chapteras the Prime Minister's daughter Dr
i starts with a query that how manyUpinder Singh is involved in it.
n Ramayanas are there, and then ®espite so much damage and
ndstory (without indicating its source) violence in Mumbai by the activists
mis cited wherein Hanuman is of Raj Thackeray's party, he was
ndescribed athenchman’ of Lord | granted bail the same day. But in
edRam and then again as‘@ny | this case, the ABVP activists were
r monkey'. denied bail and sent to judicial
of  Also, it has been suggestedcustody for two weeks. It clearly
ri Ravana gave birth to Sita throughshows the involvement of the Prime
cenasal sneeze,” said Shri NiharikaMinister in this case, he alleged.

listen to you. It provoked the
activists. During the scuffle with the
HOD the employees of thg
department also attacked th
activists, which forced them tg
defend themselves. An activis
Malvendra Singh, got injuries in hi
head, and everything happeng
before the media persons and t
police personnel said Shri Kap
Garg, state executive member
ABVP who was member of th¢
delegation.

After this incident the police
arrested three ABVP activists an
warrants were issued against g
other activists. Against this actio
of the police, the students started
relay huger strike at the gate of tf
Arts Faculty of the University.
Hundreds of activists sat on
dharna to register their prote
against denigration of Gods an

Throw out dslima, retain
Shariat : Muslim Law Board

e
)
£,
S MUSLIM clerics, according to PTI, have demanded the ouster of
2ccontroversial Bangladeshi writer Taslima Nasreen from India and called
hdor preservation of the personal law while opposing the proposal to
| compulsorily register marriages.
of  “There have been several attacks against the Muslim personal law
2 which is not desirable. Muslims in this country have their own identity
and that can only be preserved by the law framed according to holy
Koran,” assistant general secretary of All India Muslim Personal Law
dBoard (AIMPLB), Mohammad Abdur Raheem Quraishi, told a rally
ixorganised by the Board. Demanding Nasreen’s ouster, All India Minority
n Forum president Idris Ali accused the government of trying to protect her
ahough.
e “Taslima has not only hurt the sentiments of Muslims, but she has
defamed the Indian Constitution. The government should not extend her
avisa and she should move out of this country immediately,” Ali said.
5t Quraishi also spoke against compulsory registration of marriages,
dasserting that by making it compulsory it will create hardship and difficulties

Goddesses in the essay by A.
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‘Justice Khanna desees to be
monumentalised’

The Emergency days are over,
but painful memories of th
terrible scar left on th
country’s democracy came to haunt
a section of the legal fraternity asit
demanded that Justice HR Khanna,
the lone Supreme Court judge, who
dissented with the majority i
upholding the right to life and liber
during the darkest phase
Emergency deserved to
monumentalised for his courage.
Speaking at a memorial function
called in honour of Justice Khann
who passed away recently, noted
jurist Soli J Sorabjee recalled that
his dissent in the Habeas Corpus
case (ADM Jabalpur V S Shukla) in “We must institutionalise

1976 had cost him the Chair of thep,;
Chief Justice of India. h.IS I.egac.y of c_ourag_e and
judicial integrity, which

“We must institutionalise hi )
legacy of courage and judicial remained the hallmarks
of his careey’

integrity, which remained th
hallmarks of his career,” he said.

“What we admire in judges i
not their knowledge or their abilit “Judges swear by the oath
to recall judgments, but their ability judicial integrity while being
to stand their ground in situations a@ppointed. But when the moment
which require them to do so.” Shri truth arrives, seldom gather th
Sorabjee said. “We must keep alivecourage of conviction to uphold th
this legacy so that in future no judge©ath,” Shri Verma said. Justic
dares us with a judgment like t eKhanna was aware that the Chi
one in the ADM Jaba'pur Case”’ eJUStice,S pOSt was at stake if I
added. dissented. “That was the true te

Standing testimony to th he withstood” the former CJI adde

courage espoused by Justice During Emergency the
Khanna, former Chief Justice of IndiaGovernment of the day ha
Justice J S Verma rued the fact thapuspended all rights of citizen
the message left by the ‘selfles rincluding their Fundamental Rights
dissent expressed by Khanna igPolitical rivals were detained and th
becoming more relevant with every Press was gagged.
passing day when like-minde The ADM Jabalpur case
people have begun to question if| itbrought an opportunity for the

tyranny imposed by the executive.
But except for Justice Khanna, the
remaining judges - Justices MH Beg,
YV Chandrachud and PN Bhagwati
and Chief Justice AN Ray,

unanimously decided that citizens’
right to life and liberty could not be

held to ransom by the Government
leaving them with no legal remedy.

Senior advocate and BJP MP
Shri Arun Jaitley chose to reveal a
discreet conversation held with
Justice Khanna during his final days
where he revealed that he knew from
the start that he was isolated in the
Bench.

Senior advocate Shri Ashok
Desai lend credence to this fact by
suggesting that the days after
passing the judgment were equally
painful for Justice Khanna, who was
ostracized within the fraternity.
Unable to bear the discrimination,
he resigned after a junior judge was
made the Chief Justice of India
f hefore him.

Veteran journalist Kuldip Nayar
3fsupported the plan proposed by
€Indian Express Editor-in-Chief
€ Shekhar Gupta to hold an annual
€ Memorial Lecture in honour of
efjustice Khanna.
'  Credited with giving some of
Sthe finest judgments, especially the
d.Keshvananda Bharti judgment
restricting the Parliament’s right to
d amend Constitutional rights, the
5:salutary role played by Justice
- Khanna in defending the
€Constitutional goal post has made
him the conscience keeper of not
® just the legal fraternity, but of the
> several million, who take pride to

]

is worth to follow the right path. | Supreme Court to rule against tf
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Imported wheat failed all 'qualjt
tests but was still distributed : FCI

T he (UR\) Governments | the FCI at the Institute of Food effective monitoring by STC.”
move to import 23 lakh Security (IFS), Gurgaon, and sentto = When contacted, Food
tonnes of wheat at a far Food Secretary T Nanda Kumar onSecretary Nanda Kumar told The
higher cost than originally stated by October 30 last yearollowing this, | Sunday Express that it was
the State Trading Corporation (STC)charges were traded between FClappearance,” not the quality of the
is already a political controversy and STC and a high-level meetingimported wheat which was under
with the Central Vigilance | on the subject was held at STCdiscussion. It is understood that
Commission (CVC) currently headquarters on November 7 wherdiles on the 2007-08 import of wheat
holding an inquiry into the tendering a modified scheme of joint sampling are now being examined by the CVC.
and pricing process. Now the quality before laboratory tests was mootedThis was confirmed by Central
of 9.2 lakh tonnes of the 15 tonnes  Kohli went on to add: “Sinceg Vigilance Commissioner Pratyush
that landed is in question with thethe stock has to be given to theSinha: “We have all the required
Food Corporation of India (FCI) public/consumer through PDS aspapers on the case and have asked
trading charges with STC angdwell as under different schemesthe Food Ministry for details of the
informing the Food Ministry thatthe directly or indirectly to the| import. After their reply we have
stocks received were “inferigr | consumey this may not give a marked certain more queries and
failed quality tests and “would not healthy picture among the generalguestions to them. If the quality of
give a healthy picture among thepicture at large...in such the imported wheat is in question
general public at large.” circumstances, FCI shall be within now, that aspect will also be looked

The Sunday Express hasits rights to recover losses sufferedinto.” n
obtained correspondence betweeron account of receipt of such inferior (Extract courtesy report in
the FCI, STC and the Food Ministry quality stocks due to failure o The Sunday Express)
as well as the lab analysis results|oT - -
nine samples of imported red whe, dndia & US natural allies
which landed in Mundra (1.25 lak 7 . ;
omes of Ruseian wneat ana It's too late for N-deal : Advani
Kandla (7.95 lakh tonnes fro
Glencore) which show presence
“foreign matterdamaged, shrivelle
and broken” grain exceedin
“contractual limits.”

While the total contractual limi

From Our Correspondent

f Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, ShKlAdvani told US Secretary
of Defence Shri Robert Gates, when the latter called on him in New Delhi,
that it is now too late to rescue the Indo-US nuclear deal, although BJP
considers India and US as natural allies.
_ _ ShriAdvani told Gates that his party considered the deal as $ndia’
for damaged grains and foreign q_gpiion into the nuclear non-proliferation regime, which all parties have
matter (mostly chaff) is 7 per cent, heen gpposing for long. He outlined in detail the parpposition to the
the four tested samples showed &je4| byt emphasised that the “biggest and strongest democracies of the
total of between 10%-11% (S€€ yorid are natural allies”. He told Gates that Inlirift towards the USSR
chart). Food Ministry officials said - qyring the Cold\Var was a response to thenerican support to Pakistan,
that of the 15 lakh tonnes of imported ¢ in the post-ColdVar scenario, things have moved to the “natural
wheat stocks — from which samples - rse”.
were picked for testing — aroun Shri Advani said that neither side should be perturbed about the
10 lakh tonnes have been distributedgiajemate over the nuclear deal or any one particular issue. He also told
nationwide, including through the ¢ s official that the fate of the deal should also be viewed in terms of

public distribution system. the nature of the ruling alliance.
The tests were conducted by ‘
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<State Reports

Orissa

Annual plan for Rs 7,50(
2008 to beYear for Irrigation

The Plan for Orissa in Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
2008-09 has been set at RsVidyutikaran Yojana
7,500 crore. It was finalized (RGGVY), the National
during a meeting between Rural Employment
Chief Minister Shri Naveen Guarantee Schem
Patnaik and Deputy Chairman (NREGS), and Jawaharlg
of the Planning Commission Nehru National Urban
Dr Montek Singh Ahluwalia Renewal Mission
in New Delhi. (JNNURM). He also

During a period of three repeated his demands fq
years, the plan size has beenthe establishment o
doubled. It will help the State educational institutes
achieve the targeted growth such as IIT, IIM, llIT and
rate of 9 per cent during the Central University in
11th Plan. The average annual Orissa to meet the growin
growth rate for Orissa during need for highly skilled

Gujarat
) cr SC upholds banning
slaughter, sale of animals

The Supreme Court, according to the
Economic Times, has upheld the validity of a
Gujarat government notification, dated December
13, 1989, banning the slaughter and sale of meat
of bulls, bullocks, calves and other animals in the
state.

A bench comprising Justicdsijit Pasayat
and PSathasivam dismissed the appeaituful
SattarYusuf Bhai Qureshi and others, who had
challenged the order of Gujarat High Court vide
which their writ petitions were dismissed.

The appellants had contended in the Supreme
Court that it was beyond the powers of the state
government and affected the fundamental rights
of the appellants of carrying on their business of
slaughter and selling of meat of bulls, bullocks,

r

the 10th Plan was estimate
at 8.59 per cent against th

target of 6.2 per cent. “We within the Staten
have achieved a growth rate

of 8.59 per cent,” Chief
Minister Shri Naveen Patnai
said.

As the State Governmer

has already declared 2008 &s

the ‘Year for Irrigation; the
plan outlay allocates 20 pe
cent for irrigation. The plan
lays special emphasis o
improving the infrastructure
on education with focus of
education of tribal girls,
health and the strengthenin
of Mission Shakti (Women
Self Help Groups). They hav
been provided credit linkagg
of more than Rs 900 crore
During discussions, Shr
Patnaik reiterated the demar
for the Vijayawada-Ranch
road.

The Chief Minister

d manpower
e upcoming

for manyj|
industries

calves and other animals and also affected their
right to life.n

Chhattisgarh among 4 top IT
user States : Suey

From Our Correspondent

t

r

N Chhattisgarh ranks alongside governance, the geographical
Delhi, Karnataka and information system, computerisation of
Chandigarh in use of land records, e-panchayat, e-treasury

information and telecommunication and video conferencing. Besides this

g technology. This has been stated bythe State Government with Central

an e-readiness survey report issuea@ssistance is also conducting other

b by the Centre, leaving behind Stategprojects such as State-wide area

b like Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, network, State data centre and common

. Maharashtra, Kerala and a host ofservice centre among others.

others. The survey is based on users The e-readiness survey is
d— personal, professional andprepared annually by the Centre

Government. through National Council of Employed
This is yet another feather in Economic Research and is based mainly
Chhattisgarh’s cap for which the Stateon the three categories vis-a-vis user,

demanded an increase in thehas in the past three years worked hardeadiness and environment in the field

fund flow to Orissa under

to implement a host of e-governanceof information and communication

various schemes such

g

s projects - including CHOICE, e-good technology.n
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Jammu & Kashmir. |

J&K temples being sold, alleée Pandits

Jmmu: Kashmiri Pandits have temple and no one has been allowed “Since January 2008, another

lleged that the Muslim4 to enter for the past one month,”incident of sale of our religious and
majority government in Jammu said Vijay Sas of the Kashmiri Pandit community property has surfaced
& Kashmir is ignoring illegal sale of Sangarsh Samiti (KPSS), Kashmir. in Kashmir. It is the sale of DAV
Hindu temples properties in th Pandits alleged that some School in Rainawari by one Roshan
State. Less than 5,000 Kashmiripeople in the Dharmarth Trust Lal Raina who was just a teacher in
Pandits who live in the Kashmir management want to sell off thethat school butturned into a broker,”
valley say that their resistance toproperty of the temple, valued at Rssaid Shri Sas. Pandits allege that the
sale of temple properties hgs300 crore. Infact, some of them allegesale took place at the behest of an
exposed them to threats from a venjthat the property would be sold toinfluential official attached to the
powerful land mafia. They alleged an influential Muslim of the Valley.| Director-General of Police, J&K.
they have been warned againsiThe property located just across the
protesting. Rambagh Bridge and opposite the'KPSS has taken the legal course in
The Pandits say that despiteMetrological Department is at a the matter but we are worried,” said
the state government’'s “verbal prime location. Inside the huge plota displaced Pandit. But they hope
assurances” to protect templeof land, there is an ancient Shivathe court will intervene and stay the
properties, nothing is being done totemple, said to be around 1,200 yearsale of temples. “If the government
save them. A promise to bring ih old. Thelingamis said to be more fails to bring a Bill in the ongoing
legislation during the recent than 8.5 feet high. session of the state Assembly to
assembly session to prevent sale of The KPSS filed a PIL in the ban sale of temples and other
such properties was not fulfilled. To Supreme Court and was asked |taeligious properties, we will proceed
the disappointment of Pandits, thefile a fresh case in the concernedon a fast unto death,” KPSS
legislature was adjournezsine die | High Court. A case is already president Shri Sanjay Tickoo said.
without introduction of the bill. pending in the High Court of Jammu (A report by Kavita Suri.
The Pandits say there is more& Kashmir, Srinagar. Courtesy: The Statesman
to the non-introduction of the Bil -
than meets the eye. They claimthat ~ B JP wWins Jammu Mayor’s post
powerful interests, including a lan

mafia, scuttled the legislation. = .
The ground realities in Kashmif BJP has won back the prestigious election to the post of Mayor of

are alarming. The Dharmarth Tru t]_ammu_ Municipal Corporation defeating the Congress candidate. The BJP
. victory is seen as a silent slap on the face of the Congress Chief Minister
headed by Dr K_aran Sm_gh h Bhulam Nabi Azad ahead of Assembly poll in the State. Shri Azad failed
locked up an ancient and historicgly jmpact the poll outcome even after personally monitoring the Mayor
temple Ramjee of Barbar Shah. Thigolls amid fears of cross voting. The BJP candidate, Shri Kavinder Gupta,
is the first time in its known history who had previously won Mayor elections in 2005, polled 37 votes, 12 more
that the temple has been lockedhan the total number of party strength while the Congress candidate, Shri
Security forces living in the adjaceniManmohan Singh Pinky could muster support of only 34 councillors in a
dharmshala have been told not td1-member house. -
enter the temple precincts. The scene at the BJP party headquarters turned jubilant soon after the
“For all these years, it was poll results were declared. Senior party leaders and former BJP chief trooped

jinside the party headquarters and hailed victory of the party candidate. The

From Our Correspondent

routine with us, the few Kashmiri . . X . ; o~ X
Pandits living in the Valley, to com victory of BJP candidate in Mayoral elections will definitely galvanise party

' cadre in the Jammu region to work unitedly for the 2008 polls”, party leaders
here every S“”daY fo_r a ge_t-togeth Said expressing hope that the BJP would improve its tally in the 2008 polls.
makeprasadand distribute it amon Reacting to the victory of the party candidate, State BJP President Shri
devotees. But the trustashok Khajuria said, BJP's victory in the Mayor elections is a clear indication
management, with the help of thehat even Congress corporators are not happy with Congress rule in the
State government, locked up theState and voted against the party candidate.

March 16-31, 2008 m 30



