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KATASRAJ

Katasraj is the second most sacred shrine of Hindus in the erstwhile greater
Punjab spanning both India and Pakistan, after the Jwalamukhi temple (now in
Himachal Pradesh in India). It is an impressive complex of seven temples, known
as Satghare built during the Hindushahiya period (650-950 AD) they are very
beautifully carved and conform to the best in temple architecture.

The temple complex is built around a large tank. According to Hindu mythology
Lord Shiv wept so profusely on the death of his beloved wife Sati that two holy
ponds, one at Pushkar in Ajmer and other at “Katas Shail” meaning incessant flow
tears in Sanskrit, came into being with his tears. Katasraj is also held sacred by
Hindus for another reason. Legend says that the five Pandava brothers, heroes of
the Sanskrit epic Mahabharata, stayed here for long years that they spent in exile.

Located 25 kilometers from the Kalar Kahar exit on the M2 motorway linking
Lahore and Islamabad, Katasraj has been the site of holy pilgrimage. The salt
ranges around Chakwal are now at the center of new discoveries in archaeology
and ancient architecture probably going back three or four millennia.

The Katasraj Complex offers a tremendous potential not only for the Hindu
pilgrimage but also a tourist destination of global importance, perhaps even as a
world Heritage Site.




Place of Hindu Heritage in Pakistan

Plans for restoration of Katasraj Temple in Pak mark a positive beginning

The rancous debate that began after BJP President
LK Advani’'s comment on Mohammed Ali Jinnah
has brushed aside an important event. Auspicious
beginning of the restoration process on the sites of
Katasraj Temple in Pakistan was an important
point in the itinerary of Advani which was initiated
at the behest of Advani himself. Before the
partition, more than one-fourth of total population
of the parts which went to Pakistan was Hindu.
Too many historical places of pilgrimage of Hindus
were also located in those parts. Undivided Punjab,
which even included Delhi, had its frontiers upto
Afghanistan as it used to be a very large province
occupying vast tracts in the north India planes.

—BALBIR K PUNJ

Before partition, largest religious fair of Hindus
was held at Jwalamukhi in present day Himachal
Pradesh. Next largest fair was held at Katasraj,
the great place of pilgrimage with history dating
back to the era of Pandavas.

Recently | had a chance to visit Katasraj and |
could not find a single Hindu family within miles
around the temple. The temple complex houses
many other sacred Hindu temples, among which
temples of Laxminarayan, Hanuman Garhi,
Satghar Temple, Sita Garhi and Shiva are
prominent. Katasraj temple’s condition is so
pitiable that it is difficult to call it a temple complex
with no idols inside the temple. Now the Pakistan




government has decided to spend two crore Rupees
in the first phase of temple restoration. Likewise,
there are plans on the anvil for the restoration of
many other Hindu temples which are mostly in
ruins now. Since the time of partition till date
massive plunder has taken place in these temples
with gates, doors, windows and other properties
looted freely. There are unauthorised-and at some
places authorised-encroachment over the buildings
and premises of most of these temples. Katasraj is
situated in Chakwal district of Pakistan which was
separated as a full-fledged district from Rawalpindi
in 1985. Pristine natural beauty and resources
abound in Chakwal. Minerals like coal, lime, stone,
gypsum, salt etc. are mined here on massive scale.
Katasraj Temple is situated at a place 30 kilometres
north of Chakwal and 30 kilometres south of Pind

Dadan mines. Hindus have deep religious

sentiments associated with this temple. As a
legend says, Lord Shiva was so sentimentally
overwhelmed after Mata Parvati committed sati
(self-immolation) that tears flew from his eyes
incessantly and collected in two lakes. One of these
lakes is Lake Pushkar near Ajmer (Rajasthan) and
the other is Lake Katas near Katasraj Temple.

It is believed that the name Katas originated
from Sanskrit word kataksha meaning ‘flowing
tears’ or ‘tearful eyes’. Itis also a hearsay that the
five Pandavas had spent long years here during
their fourteen years exile. The famous catechism
between Yaksha and Yudhishthir had also taken
place on the banks of this Katas Lake. A
Cunningham had discovered Satgrahas (seven
houses) and twelve other temples around them, all
some how connected with Pandavas’ life in exile.
He had ascribed the temples a period of 66 BC.




Before the partition, thousands of Hindu pilgrims
used to throng here in March-April months to take
a holy dip in the lake. 800 feet below the Katas
Lake are Kotehara mountains, which have ancient
ramparts and walls. There are many caves also,
in which sages and ascetics would perform
meditation. Historian and famous traveller Al-
Baruni who was contemporary of Mehmood (of
Ghazani), had also stayed in Katasraj. He learnt
Sanskrit here and calculated the circumference of
the Earth. His book ‘Kitab-ul-Hind’ written in the
11th century contains a vivid description of this
temple complex.

Scholars, however, have some controversy over
the history of Katasraj. Period of Mahabharata
dates back to about 300 BC, and Mahabharat has
a description of Katas Lake. Chinese traveller Fa
Hyan has also described Katasraj in his

travelogues. He had come to India in the year 403
BC. Juan Jang too, who had visited India in 630,
had mentioned Katasraj in his writings. But after
the partition, Hindu temples turned into ruins in
Pakistan. Their idols were destroyed and the whole
lot of material was looted. Moreover, Pakistan
government never allowed installation of new idols
in their place.

Since 1999, with the ban on entry of Hindu
pilgrims groups, condition of remaining temples
detariorated further. Travel of Hindu pilgrims to
Katasraj in 1956 was rejected only twelve days
before the scheduled date for congregation. Travel
was not allowed in 1960 and again in 1979. But
neither Jawaharlal Nehru government nor Indira
Gandhi government thought it necessary to raise
the matter with the Pakistan government seriously.
Only in 1982, some front-runner Hindu activists




threatened to stop the trains carrying Pakistan
pilgrims at Atari railway station. As a result, first
group of Hindu pilgrims crossed the border to visit
Katasraj. In 1983, second group of Hindu pilgrims
toured Katasraj. But till then, Katasraj Temple
had lost its pre-partition splendour and grandeur;
and had turned into ruins. Only a small temple
houses a Shivalinga, where Advani offered his
prayers. But there is no provision of routine
worship at the temple. Even rare idols have been
looted from the ancient Sheetla Mata Temple in
Lahore, which dates back to pre-Alexandrian
period. Some of the idols were even taken by
Pakistan’s archaeological department.

In Lahore again, located between Shah Alami
and Lahori Gate is Doodhwali Mata Temple whose
only the sanctum sanctorium remains which is also
on the verge of destruction. Even the Prahlad

Temple in Multan was demolished under
government’s protection in the aftermaths of Babri
demolition. A Jain Temple has been locked up in
Lahore and a madarasa is running in its premises.
Grand fair that is held every spring at the sacrificial
shrine of Bhagat Hakeekat Rai is still very popular
in Pakistan but the shrine itself is in a very
dilapidated condition. Pakistan government should
take a serious note of it. Indian High Commission
in Islamabad issues visas to 1500 Pakistani citizens
to visit India but Pakistan High Commission in
New Delhi sanctions visas to only 200 Indian
nationals to visit Pakistan. In May 1985, Rajya
Sabha member Satyapal Mittal had travelled to
Katasraj. Pakistan government had then promised
to spend two crore Rupees for the development of
Katasraj Temple Complex.

In 2004 also, when president of Hindu Rashtriya




Therefore, we must learn a lesson from this.
You are free, you are free to go to your temples.
You are free to go to your mosques or to any
other places of worship in this State of
Pakistan. You may belong to any religion or
caste or creed; that has nothing to do with the
business of the State....You will find that in
course of time Hindus will cease to be Hindus
and Muslims would cease to be Muslims, not
in the religious sense, because that is the
personal faith of each individual, but in the
political sense as citizens of the State.”

WHAT HAS BEEN STATED IN THIS SPEECH
— NAMELY, EQUALITY OF ALL CITIZENS IN
THE EYES OF THE STATE AND FREEDOM OF
FAITH FOR ALL CITIZENS - IS WHAT WE IN
INDIA CALL A SECULAR OR A NON-
THEOCRATIC STATE. THERE IS NO PLACE

FOR BIGOTRY, HATRED, INTOLERANCE AND
DISCRIMINATION IN THE NAME OF
RELIGION IN SUCH A STATE. AND THERE
CAN CERTAINLY BE NO PLACE, MUCH LESS
STATE PROTECTION, FOR RELIGIOUS
EXTREMISM AND TERRORISM IN SUCH A
STATE.

| BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE IDEAL THAT
INDIA, PAKISTAN AS WELL AS BANGLADESH
— THE THREE PRESENT-DAY SOVEREIGN
AND SEPARATE CONSTITUENTS OF THE
UNDIVIDED INDIA OF THE PAST, SHARING A
COMMON CIVILISATIONAL HERITAGE -
SHOULD FOLLOW.

I HOPE THAT THIS IDEAL IS
IMPLEMENTED IN ITS LETTER AND SPIRIT.
THE RESTORATION OF THE KATAS RAJ
TEMPLES IS A GOOD BEGINNING.




Time to undo the follies of Partition

Esteemed friends from Karachi, people often ask
me: “Does this mean that you want to undo the
Partition?”

My answer is: “The Partition cannot be undone,
because, as | said in Lahore at the SAFMA function,
the creation of India and Pakistan as two separate
and sovereign nations is an unalterable reality of
history. However, some of the follies of Partition
can be undone, and they must be undone.”

I dream of the day when divided hearts can be
united; when divided families can be reunited;
when pilgrims from one country — Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs — can freely go to holy sites located
in the other country; and when people can travel
and trade freely, while continuing to remain proud
and loyal citizens of their respective countries.

Friends, at the end of my visit, if someone were

to ask me to sum up the situation about Indo-Pak
relations at present, | would, on the basis of what |
have observed and experienced here since my
arrival in Pakistan on the evening of May 30, say
unequivocally that “Fiza zaroor badli hui hai, bahut
badli hui hai.” (The atmosphere has definitely
changed, it has changed a lot.)

Yes, it's true that there is tranquility on the
border, which is no mean achievement in itself.
True, there are greater people-to-people contacts,
which too is a significant step forward. It is also
true that the awaam (people) of both India and
Pakistan have taken over the peace process.

But the peace and tranquility that exists is still
tentative. It is also relative, in the sense that
terrorist acts in Jammu & Kashmir have not come
to an end. Only last month there was a terrorist
strike in Srinagar innocent
school children.

aimed at
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How do we convert this tentative peace into
permanent peace? How do we remove all the
irrational abnormalities in our bilateral relations
to place Indo-Pak ties on a completely normal
footing based on the principle of mutual benefit?

I am posing these questions because these need
to be discussed in-depth and with an open mind in
both our countries. As | have reiterated on several
occasions during my visit, I would like to emphasise
that we need to seize this historic moment, which
is pregnant with hope. We must convert this hope
into confidence and resolve that we shall certainly
find solutions to all the issues that have estranged
our two brother-nations.

There should also be no going back on the
realization that dialogue is the only way to resolve
every single issue, including the issue of Jammu
& Kashmir, between India and Pakistan. Peace
cannot be achieved through recourse to non-

peaceful means. This must be clearly understood.
Imperatives of Waging Peace

There is a phrase in English that has always
intrigued me — Waging Peace. Normally, one comes
across the phrase — Waging War. | have often
wondered why the word ‘wage’ is used in the context
of peace. It is probably because, if the resolve to
win is the aim in any war, the same resolve to win
has to be the aim of making peace.

However, there is a crucial difference. In war,
strategists look for a quick victory. They have an
impatience to achieve their goal. In waging peace,
you cannot do that. We need patience. We need to
realize that it takes time to minimize differences
and to find a mutually acceptable solution,
especially to longstanding problems.

It takes time — and | would urge all those who
sincerely desire peace between India and Pakistan




to realize this important truth - because not only
the painful manner in which the Partition happened
in 1947 but also subsequent hostilities have
hardened feelings and rigidified mindsets in both
India and Pakistan.

After all, the Partition resulted not only in
unprecedented violence but also in the largest cross-
migration in the history of mankind. In history,
including in the history of undivided India,
kingdoms and dynasties have come and gone. Power
has changed hands either peacefully or violently.
But in recent centuries these developments did not
destabilize the society very much.

In contrast, when the British left in 1947, not
only was there a change of power, but there was
also human displacement on a massive scale. This
has left behind a trail of tragedy. The wars that
followed, the long period of terrorist violence and
other events have contributed to the hardening of

positions in certain sections of society both in India
and Pakistan.

This is the reason why even well-intentioned
moves for peace and normalization are often viewed
with suspicion and met with disapproval on both
sides.

I therefore strongly submit to one and all
involved in the Indo-Pak peace process — to those
in governments as well as to those in civil society
organizations — that we should give due weightage
to these critical viewpoints. Nothing can be
achieved by either dismissing or disparaging these
critical viewpoints.

This is because, firstly, those who view the peace
process with suspicion both here and in India are
not insubstantial in number. Secondly, in our
endeavour to establish lasting peace between India
and Pakistan, it is axiomatic that we should strive
to carry with us all sections of society and public
opinion in our two countries.
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Let us move on all issues in tandem

I shall make one last point before concluding.
For us to move towards peace and normalcy, it is
necessary to move the dialogue process forward on
all issues. This is the reason why we both have
called it the Composite Dialogue process. | was
happy to know that many people in Pakistan also
believe that we should move in tandem on all
issues. As | said in Lahore, it is not in the interest
of the peace process to let slower progress on some
issues become a hurdle in achieving faster progress
on others.

Here | shall just flag off a few issues that show
how the relations between India and Pakistan
suffer from avoidable abnormality. For instance,
since coming here | have not been able to watch
any of the Indian news channels to see what is
happening in India and also, secondarily, to know
how my visit to Pakistan is covered. It is ironical

that in Pakistan one can see American CNN,
British BBC, Chinese CCTV but not Indian news
channels.

The abnormality is also evident in other spheres.
India and Pakistan have an official trade of about
$ 250 million, which is meager by any standards
in today’s age of globalization. But the unofficial
trade is at least 4-5 times larger. Isn't it ironical
that we buy and sell our products of mutual
demand by routing them through Dubai and
Singapore, and thereby enriching those countries,
but have not been able to regularize this trade right
across our borders, thereby creating more
employment and business opportunities for
own people?

Take another example. Pakistan's economy, like
the economies of any country today, has a lot of
need for Information Technology solutions. And |
am told that, in addition to being met by your local




IT industry, you buy costly IT solutions from several
western countries. But right across the border we
in India have a flourishing IT industry, which is
ready to cooperate with Pakistan and offer cheaper
solutions. Ironically, the IT solutions that western
companies sell around the world are produced in
Bangalore, Hyderabad, Gurgaon and Pune.

I am making this point because Karachi is the
commercial capital of Pakistan. And | may add that,
historically Sindh was the incubator for global
trade. In ancient times our forefathers from Sindh
ventured forth to far off lands, in the same way as
in modern times Sindhi businessmen have so
successfully demonstrated their acumen in
Hongkong, Singapore, London and New York.

In the era of globalization, trade and business
are not only about money and profit. They also bring

another kind of profit — a stronger stake in peaceful,
stable and cooperative relations between two
countries.

It is heartening to know that soon we’ll have a
broad gauge rail link between Munabao and
Khokrapar. | suggested to President Musharraf
that we should also re-open the sea link between
Karachi and Mumbai via Gujarat. He accepted the
suggestion. The issue of re-opening of our consulate
offices in Karachi and Mumbai is also on the cards.

All these are good signs. But much more can be
done. And it should be our mutual resolve to do all
the desirable things, and do them quickly.

With these words, | conclude my remarks. |
sincerely thank the Karachi Council on Foreign
Relations, Economic Affairs and Law for providing
this opportunity of interaction with you.

7%7
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28 TRANI 2004 DI SOSTAT B BISSIF & Jidh faAE & SfaER W
# il BT TSN BT AT

A 7 IR M Ugel # b TAT AT 3R HeAdh<d H
# 9oR #o H IHGwT AR & o AdeRe srmer €
MR 31eeT 8, WM TR, S99 fHed Tar| e
TS, § O &A1 | - # o, 99 ar T fBRE
FRMEI S el | IR T9 A UgAT I UR=I 377 |
§ 97 AT oleeR G- g8l SIral o7 | o 399 gR el
g 9T 918 AT, AT D S B IgT W T, DT
Y 96 ¥ oY | 3 97 BT AT BT 3R 96—97 Y &I 3MMY
# Y 9gd geolagerel 9gd wd iR Y fAerd & =
el fd 3T MY & Jot 98 Gl g3 | 3o 1 {11 B
AT T | ST S-i U —Ugell WI9oT fhar o7 urfded=
I & 91 | HY HET 8§ Ul § | 99 9T U ufd g9
foroTar | € FEl A WIS Beas | {9 BT STo” FSTars, 11
3R o f3F a1 o o ¥ usl & fwrars ot | afe #
=T b IR AT WY U< | S8 11 SR Bl ST 910

fpar S we—

If you change your past and work together in
the spirit that everyone of you, no matter to what
community he belongs, no matter what relations
he had with you in the past, no matter what is his
colour, caste or creed, is first second and last citizen
of the state with equal rights privileges and
obligation, there will be no end to the progress you
will make. | can not emphasize this too much. We
should begin to work in that spirit and in course of
time all these angularities of the major and minor
the Hindu and the Muslim
communities, because even as regards Muslims you
have Pathans, Shias, Punjabis, Sunnis and so on.
And among the Hindus you have Brahmins,

communities,




Vaishnavas, Khshatriyas, also Bengalis, Madrasis
and so on. All these differences will vanish. He
added, we have no aggressive designs upon our
neighbours. We wish to live in peace and friendship
with them and to workout our destiny quietly in
our own way and make our rightful contributions
in the affairs of the world. He still goes on later
and to say, in a way he rejects theocracy by saying
you are free, you are free to go to your temples, you
are free to go to your mosques or any other place of
worship in the state of Pakistan. You may belong
to any religion, or caste or creed that have nothing
to do with the fundamental principles that we are
all citizens and equal citizens of one State Now |
think we should keep that in front of us as our ideals
and you will find that in course of time Hindus
would cease to be Hindus and Muslims would cease
to be Muslims, not in the religious sense because
that is the personal faith of each individual but as

in the political sense citizens of the state.

39 U & T8 |89 & |t fh 3 uifdd™ o
ST g9 9TeT © 15 3R ®I 98 Sl Jog &1 1Ry |
3§ I HoUAl, a1 Al WHR B el RRABCH e
g9 AT AR T DGR TART I DT AR
M5 HEA & a1 991 | H9 AReIRoH A1IE Ugell IR 1948
H 2 AT | I Ugel H URRIT 8T o7 &R S A
Tl Merdad: off 399 goT & a8 @1 g1 # 39
IR SH FHA 20 B BEN 21 D BRI | IBH FET fF
fergRaT | Xog b od1 gHe AageR el & | fergear
# I5¥ ST ® under Hindu polity the concept of state
has always been that it will not distinguish

between one citizen and another on the grounds of
his religion $9feTT this is nothing new ag&f Europe
as a secularism ¥sg T He= o Vatican 8fR i
State @ S 3FTS 8ld 9 S99 gwEfd or| But in
these terms it should not be identified with any
particular form of religion. agi f& AR T8l PR &1
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JUATE oAig Igd gU Al B ghave e SR gy Al
P9I BTy Uars T8l 8¢ | Generally, it was always a
secular state § 9 91 T Iooid $HflY IR & & &
ST 989 9 I8! © S99 989 H S 99 9Kl BT A © |
QBT ST B T 5 T & | ITH | T PR Fad SATET
TIPS g df | A1 g & a1 TR SRR S 7 S
g ferdl Dialogue with Pakistan 3@ 3 G&Id 31TST
fordl Tl T SRR AT W 2 TSl Ugel fordl Wl 3
ATl Ul fordl S ugel il fordl el aRifs g9
Titles & 8 Adhd | I AT & FhdT AT UTh I Ty, Y
ff 81 Wbl o UTeh ¥ TG 7 iR HB el a &F 9 A
T A B & FhaT AT IR UTh Gae, AfhT SHD A TR
3R Y ¥eh 3ITST W 5 ATl U el BIdl Al dlg ol is it
possible? Is a dialogue with Pakistan possible with
their attitude being what it is. Is it possible. 2MIg
AT BT Wag BT b A 7 forg W €| 9t forvg <8
§ 1 Wed W UP BB 10 WISl Usel BT U AT qarl
TG YA a1 argm | This is, if | mistake not was
the year 1990 39 #J Urfdwa™ # British High

Commissioner 2 to Pakistan one Sir Barrington
gl fell & &u9 8 Hari Kishore Ji &1 a1 &Ts 3R
Foreign Ministry & &g & 5 &= 8 should
correct me if I'm wrong. But this is my recollection.
Sir Barrington was the British High Commissioner
in Islamabad and he is reputed to be one of the
members of the British Foreign Service and was
one of the Pakistan expert as well. dd @aT Hrel o1
I9@T g8l W ar Delhi 3T |

3R faeell # go1 fAe amar| # 99 |9y Ui &l
e o | AR I8 HeT b H faeell # omar g &R
HH AT Afdd A BT o MU I B BT | TR
HRY | I=H el {6 e urch s et ugel df 984
Bicl o | <fd= 1989 # You have grown from just 2
seats to 86 seats in the Lok Sabha. 3! drdbd sal
IS TS | S Hel [ MY a7 A & fegd™, Ui
& Y U9 81 329 & BB G, $B 9o | H FE
fh e =2 3R {9 ST YRTHT AT 7wa 1 gam
% AR Ul & 9gd g 71 ¥, U UBR A AN [A9OR




Uqad o | BN SMSfSATANT o SFearel SurRa | 3R
ST SUTEATI ST BT STd el 31T AR &, ol S0
ST 7 IDI Bal b g™ & A 3MUd IR H
HePpTd BT & 3D UISH Ggd T TSt 7 | MMaahy urct
BT ALATE BT S AR & 98 931 98 IS & olfb
MU ISt ST 8, @ SHPI <2 BT 3a41 I91 & R
TATST T 0TS FT81 HRal Riifd MY SRGUS HIRA ST a7
BT B 3N U Ul Ugd DR H B 1952 B
BT H BT fh SR IR S ie &I drdhd My o
TH 3RIUS WRA g0 | df ¥ o I99 oiTal © fob 39
IE HRATY | 37T AT oS8 PRATG | q9 SaaTe ol o
FET b A 91 & T B | 9 g o ww forar rar
BT, S9! AT Hodl BRNl, H T8l SIam gl offb #
JMYBT B Fhdl § [ WIRA 3IR U &I Sovereign
States 99 Y €| 31§ S9  Sovereign States &I &H
B P 91T Al T8l Sl Fhdl | odfhT 89 I SR A
g % IRT 3RIvS WRd, S gl o, ARG 9Rd, i
Ugl o, S AT | el AR BT g TE gar |
IR PIE AAd I & S BId €, BAE B © 3R P IR

MR Al &I A 3T 8 T, fFgall &1 7
JSTT 81 AT d SHD 91 BlE §¢ B oG | &3 -8}
T ST | 1 A AT TTera ara A g | T a1 gam e |
IeTT 3151 Ugel 3R HATG] BT WGavT T, 34 J§ BT FA=T
T & AT | /T A1 @ A9 § perpetual taw danger
of war 99T X&dT 2| Afery I a1 el Fal dbar 3R
eIy Y AIRUCT & b U AR ST o9 ST I15Y 3R
QM TSAl B SHAT 89 91d B AFET R I 9RA SR
TR T ST fAToT &, I8 QM & oY Jffdax At
BT 2 3R Wl A Sl 5T U G & G @ 5991
gdhe BT | Confederation @ w4 % | Somewhere there
and a Joint Statement was issued signed by Pt.
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya and Dr. Ram Manohar
Lohia explaining what is the conception of ‘Akhand
Bharat’ of the Jana Sangh. SHHY 4 3EUS 9
B 91T BRAT & ol SABT N § b 8 A BT B 8
fh T THY SR ST SH1 5y 3R SH1 8 S
BT A W Tdhe NN b &9 Mde g | #9 39 91
BT % del R o=s | fHar o] 3 I q—dH a1
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Ugel | 3R N ATl Ugel 57 dRa gY HY daT, g R
# o uRac &1 %8 § 991 Rl &I @, R BB
feheTT Sae ITT AT | R ¥ b= aae 71T | faRreTm
# faer geat AT 9@ # A gea TaAT| SR T
HET, 31 T © [ H 59 ARRSH 918 &I ARER 4 o, J
$¥C OHHT 9 fEHer A el Information and
Broadcasting Minister @ T | 3R # a1 $%¢ ST |
3R §¥C STHAT &1 YT R I d”a My last stop was
in Berlin 3R afcld | aTu™ 31T o 31 wRA | H+1 310+
THSY Bl Pal o fdh § amaq wRa ST argar g | ol
# ST ArEdT § UAR gfUSAr ¥ SR SR IEl Wy
AR TN, H Bhhe Il S| 3R hdHhe d TR
SSTT @ Helge of S| A W RN J dEl & sy
JMTE BT Al H UG HRATST | offchd § 37 a1 I 3R
JMYST &= e A 6 amuss i gRe €, o
3MIPT TET SR T8 T B, a1 59 I Pl G A8l
BT b 31 e | B O | a 39 97d UR 3fMUfed
T8l BT b oMU IEl W ofed del WY | MU Ig |
TRICYSH Tl WG | 981 ¥ YR gfUeaT & halse of o |

Afp afe™ | T8l WY, BHwe N, dve ST SIY,
THE T8I BN | I SEAI A H IR STHAT OIS, I UG
T B A Reafay ot 3R a1 O 39 IR § 519 T o 3
39 91 BT [57% STHAT # far or | S E=r 7 12 o |
T H Qe ATRT AT o7 | 79 A el fh fhar gk &
T | 3R g URad 3R &1 74T & ol Sgare off 3R
AR Alfedl =1 e 1964 & Wgad daaqdd H g
UPR & IRIUS YRA B HeddT dof off, a1 ATHR FT el
B Fadl ? 3R a1 98 AR Aol B W@ 2] 3R ar Aol
W 2 5 AN smR W # AFdr € 3 anud! der
IRTes @1 a1 HY A1 g T8 DI | A IR 99 I8t W
3MT | 7Y ARY a1 G s §9 a1 R/ waE, | S iR
®el fd § sy e & forg safey amar g & 3 amuer
T HEd AT & & W) wivaaed B iR uifewas # 0 &
HFRE § solle BT | Rradr I wfawe & fh vrRd iR
Ifpt= & el ATE 9 81T Oid F% ool H YR
STFIAT 9TET @7 2mAeT 31T | This was said in 1990 by
a British Diplomat who understood both Pakistan

and India 3R d@ =M g1, IR 379 f=f # S SaeHics
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gV €, 91 SqTHSH o 91d @ Wil § 39 91 @Y SR
Abd BRI & | B A o, {6 9 Far 7 emRr |
AMHR & Pal, fh I ST 31T M IR 8 & (b forar &
Ra—drex SRR 91 grm, SRRST T8l 8, a8t SRR
2 B 81 | IR HTR # S {1 I ©, 98 I Ielal
& g ©| STl BT ST 2| ISPl <RI Fi dedd
g1 ? 3R S 3pfl anfl weEal aroTrRll & SRAmIETE
T R I8 A1 fHedaR & Sl WY qaaed e, 94
SIF BT fb S8 dd Ul &I arel 8 Ul
AU 3R | g4 <l & & a8 uffewaE & fod ff iy
DI I I & Heol H B W A BT IHST SUIRT
JNddare @ forg Fal 89 <1 iR BRI TR% | S deoRdl
JMRT # off, IFB! TEIT=HAT 7 qrexrdT f &9 e § %
W IR BT 8 dqdid 9 bd ddhar 21 iR S
T & folv 89 TR £ | 38R IR ST & forg
IR & | dadt U 9w 181, 99 vl W™ SeiT &3 |
SHGST § 59 3 SIRI—UTS BIHR | T YUS HITIR
@ ATl R A g9 =4l BT | BT 3R IAD BRI B
fAET®HR & ST aTaTeaReT 941 &, <2 YR H 97 ©, Uit
H I 7, | T SN A8T 981 § | AT S 3R 3T TS o,

qrfeard | 3R a1 gar W& oY & a8t W fhael agHmaHr
2 3R forae SR © &5 o/ wae AHwIRll & BB &
B ST | 99 AT A U AT QR G S0]
PR A AT BT & 1Y &o1 # gt BT ST o T B
TE1 & | S PRI U Bl 2 | SAfeTy 98d SaTaT 3Ry
ST &R BT WY BRT BIS 90T 761 8 | oifdh & J Aran
g & o favemor 99 fafewr e 71 <9 9 ugd
fohaT o S ol o | 3R S8 S0 9Hy T 91 B
FR el [ D 3R SFMReT & AR 3 &g o, ol
ST SR WIgTe 3T a1 d9 31T, 9 e a8 &
Iregufa 99 | g e & aR ¥ AT ST o e
Sg1eT Bs - Bitterly anti Communist 8 o 98 =
2 3R FIH &1 RIAT® Pl dF & BT 3R HAMNT B
geT § BT A a1 e R | elfdh S ot WR Rerfa
o | § 99T & fF 39 UeR @ g dal fageryor
BB, OINIT B Dal, BIRIAR Sil H, ifeuifded T
TRB 39 AR 989 Bl b QT H W QG IR Hef
ey sfisar B BIesSYH O™ o6 &T U I/
REPR & IIRW fBar T 8, IFD!I Y PR H I8
A% BT |
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Extracts From The Speech delivered by Shri LK Advani in
Parliament on July 26, 2005 about his Pak-visit

It was a very pleasant occasion, pleasant visit of
mine, which enabled me to learn a lot and which
also gave me an opportunity of telling the people
in Pakistan that for the first time in many years
you have invited a person from India to inaugurate
the renovation and restoration of seven ancient
temples in Katas Raj. Katas Raj is about 50, 60
kilometres from Lahore. The belief is that
pandavas spent a part of their “agyatwas” there
and yaksha prashnas posed to Yudhishthir when
he went to take water from the pond was at Katas
Raj. That is the belief there. Therefore, they felt
that if this is done, every year there can be a Katas
Raj mela there, and in that mela, even this water

from the pond can be taken as sacred water. All
these things are there. This reminded me that on
the 11 th of August, 1947, Mohammed Ali Jinnah
in the Constituent Assembly had said, “Now that
Pakistan is formed, it is desirable that all of you
take this approach. Let the Hindus go to their
temples. Let the Muslims go to their mosques.
Everyone can go to his place of worship. And for
the State, you are all equal citizens of the State.”
Now, in the context of their inviting me to open
the Katas Raj temples, | recalled the speech which
was also drawn to my attention by Swami
Ranganathananda when I met him at the age of
96 in Belur Mutt. He asked me, if | had heard about
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Jinnah's speech............. This was the approach
which made me to refer to the 11 th August speech
of Mohammed Ali Jinnah. | feel, there was nothing

wrong in that.

The fact is that | felt that the efforts of Vajpaye’s
Government were to bring India and Pakistan
closer and for six years he persisted with it. He
made three major attempts but all the while our
approach was that our Pakistan policy would have
two constituents, two components, two ingredients

-no compromise with cross border terrorism and
continuous efforts to bring about normalcy..............

We discussed that also when we discussed
terrorism but no compromise with that and at the
same time bring peace and normalcy with Pakistan.
| felt that this peace and normalcy with Pakistan
can be further strengthened if both in Bangladesh
as well as in Pakistan, there is no differentiation
between one religion and another. And what we
describe as secularism is adopted there also.
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