Atal Bihari Vajpayee  George Fernandes
MP M

Date 12th July 2007

APPEAL FROM ATAL BIHAR VAJPAYEE AND GEORGE FERNANDES

My dear friend, -

* The majesty af Indian dernocracy has been demanairater{ from iirre
o time in the last 60 years. The people of india have presewed
'pratected ang ;mb;bed the democratic spiit as no other devaioping
ccmtry in the world has. When the forces of authoritarianism ired to
extinguish- democracy in india by imposing Emergency and curbing civi
liberties, the people of India defeated these forces decisively in 1877, We
have set standards even for western democracies. !t is no wonder,
therefcre,' that India today stands out as the largest functioning
démocracy in the world.

Both of us are products of this democratic process. So is Shi
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat. We did not rise in politics hecause we were
'pam in-a particular family. We rose in poliics because of the love ar;d
affection that the people of this country showered upon us. Today, that
fabric of democracy is streiched to the fimit and is in danger 'rbf being torm

asunder by the authoritarian forces once again. |
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