MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
(LOK SABHA)

Awugust 11, 2006

T_o--
The Hon'ble President of India
New Delhi

Mahamahim Rashtrapatiji,

We, the undersigned Members of Parliament, have watched with mounting
concern the unfolding events relating to the Indo-US nuclear deal which are extremely
damaging to our national interests. It does not do any credit to our great democracy
that the contours ol this deal, leave alone the details or the attendant conditionalities
of it, come to our knowledge second or third hand, and that too either through US
papers or through the legislative processes and deliberations in the US Congress
while our Parliament remains on the margins, totally in the dark and our

Parliamentarians and their views only casually attended to.

India's nuclear programme, including its strategic programme, has always
been backed by a strong national consensus. The success that we have achieved in
the development of our three stage nuclear programme is a tribute to our scientists
and technologists who have worked tirelessly and with devotion in the face of
daunting challenges. This national consensus was breached for the first time in July
last year, when our Prime Minister agreed to a nuclear cooperation deal with the US.
Even at that time, we had pointed out that the US objective was to bring India within
the fold of the discriminatory non-proliferation framework which we have resisted
all along. The difference between the understanding ofthe Government of India, on
the one hand, and the US administration, on the other, of this deal soon came to
light when the Prime Minister of India said one thing in our Parliament and the US
officials said exactly the opposite while briefing the US Congress. We pointed out
these discrepancies to the Government in Parliament, but unfortunately it fell on

deafl ears, The veil has completely lifted now.









